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*® en before: Starting today, intimate and historic photographs from the private family albums of the Duke of Windsor 

Revealed: the lost 


4 


prince of the 
House of Windsor 


By John Lichfield in Pans, and 
Paul Vallely m London 


THIS IS the lost prince of the House of 
Windsor who, throughout his life, was hid- 
den from the British public for fear he 
might embarrass the Royal Family. His 
photograph (right) has never been seen be- 
fore in a newspaper. His name was Prince 
John, the unde of the present Queen. 

It is one of hundreds of previously un- 
seen, priceless, old photographs of the Roy- 
al Family and the Duke and Duchess of 
Windsor’s romance which have been dis- 
covered by The Independent. The pho- 
tographs, many of them taken by the 
former Edward VIII himself, have lain in 
two albums in an attic in France for 
decades. One album chronicles, with an 
intimacy never previously seen, the private 
life of the Royal Fhmily in the period just 
before the First World War. The second 
shows scenes from Edward's courtship of 
the then Mrs ^fallis Simpson before his ab- 
dication in 1936. 

The albums belong to a French famil y 
which was dose to the Duke and Duchess 
of Windsor when they lived in France af- 
ter! 945. They were given to the family by 
the Duchess as a memento of the Duke 
when he died in 1972. 

The find was yesterday described as “re- 
markable and very exciting" by Michael 


Bloch, who edited the Duke and Duchess's 
letters and is the author of five books about 
them. “I have seen other volumes, but these 
are by far the most intimate," he added. 

Publicity surrounding the New York sale 
of the Windsors’ personal possessions from 
their home in Paris by Sotheby's next week 
led the French family to look at the albums 
again. They were advised by a British 
friend, and a reader of The Independent, 
to contact this newspaper. We intend to 
publish many of the most remarkable pho- 
tographs over the coming days. 

The pictures reveal private moments 


Inside: The secret albums, 
pages 14 and 15 


from the life of the Royals in the golden 
age before the Great Whr. But most sin- 
gular are the pictures of the then Prince 
of Wiles and Mis Simpson lounging by the 
pool at Fort Belvedere, his country home 
in Berkshire. One album contains hand- 
written notes by the Duke with wiy and af- 
fectionate references to “Papa”, “Mama", 
“Self" and his brothers and sister. 

A member of the French family which 
owns the albums, who was a little girl at 
the time, said: “I have wonderful memo- 
ries of the Duke and Duchess. They had 
no children of their own and, for a few 


years, 1 became a little like their child, a 
surrogate daughter. They loved to play with 
me in the garden. Sometimes, if they ar- 
rived unexpectedly and I was at school, they 
would send the RoUs to collect me." 

The family which owns the albums has 
asked not to be identified. But The Inde- 
pendent has checked out their story and 
believes it to be genuine. 

“We thought that they were an im- 
portant and beautiful historical docu- 
ment and something that we should share 
with other people. Wc want them to be re- 
vealed in a way which is worthy, not sen- 
sationalised. What we would like, from 
revealing some of them in The Indepen- 
dent, is for a British publisher to take an 
interest in publishing them." 

The family member, who was a little girl 
at the lime said last night: “1 remember 
them as warm people, very down-to-earth 
people, very simple, very open. My par- 
ents and I would sometimes have tea with 
them in the big house and we would be 
treated just as if we were the grand peo- 
ple who used to come to receptions. 

“I knew a little of their story. I knew 
that he had once been the King. But, for 
me, as a child, none of that really sank in 
I suppose. I thought of them only as kind, 
warm people, people who were very good 
to me." 

Windsor sale, page 19 


1 ‘Little Johnnie looked very peaceful 


By Paul Vallely 


HE IS. in the photograph (right), an at- 
tractive and normal-looking boy. Yet 
Prince John, the fifth and youngest son of 
the Queen's grandfather, George V, was 
never allowed out in public. He was hid- 
den even from friends of the family and 
guests to the King’s home, York Cottage, 
on the Sandringham Estate, being housed 
in a separate building. His only playmates 
were his brothers and sisters, who demon- 


strated great affection for the boy. Until 
the publication of today's pictures, only one 
photograph of him was known to exist 
Prince John bad epilepsy. At the be- 
ginning of the century, the disorder was 
considered unbeatable. The fear of the roy- 
al circle was that the boy might have a fit 
in public. So be was hidden away. Short- 
ly before his 13th birthday, the severity and 
frequency of his fits began to increase. 
Then one evening in 1919, his nurse. Lal- 
la Bill, telephoned from the prince’s seg- 


regated home at Wood Farm, Wolferton, 
and told his mother. Queen Mary, that the 
boy had fallen asleep after a serious fit and 
could not be woken. 

The Queen and King motored down to 
Wood Farm. Later the Queen wrote in her 
diary: “Found poor Lalla very resigned but 
heartbroken. Little Johnnie looked very 
peaceful lying there." The death, she 
wrote “came as a great release". He was 
buried, “very privately”, three days later 
in the graveyard at Sandringham Church. 



Prince John, in about 1913. The note is by the Prince of Wales, later the Duke of Windsor, who took Hie photograph 
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’Ministers hint at deal on Murdoch 


By Anthony Bevins 

Pbtaical Editor' • 


THE IDEA that'Rupert Mur- 
docirwaS ajj.^evil figure" who 
had to pe ported by legislation 
was, injected by the Prime 
Minister's official spokesman 
yesterday r~ : ■ 

Bui he did not rule out the 
posabSkyf of a compromise 
Commons amendment- to the 
Competition' BQl that could 
deal more precisely with the 
“jmAleiq’* of newspaper, price 
wtht'C?;-: v/"< 



46535 



And Clive Soley. influential 
chairman of the Parliamentary 
labour Party, suggested that the 
director-general of lair Trading 
should be able to take action 
against any business selling its 
product at below-cost for more 

than six months. “Tt seems to me 
that one answer is not to focus 
on newspapers. Then it is 
no longer about competitive 
pricing," he told The Indepen- 
dent “it is about screwing the 
market” 

Given the fact that 24 mem- 
bers of the current government 
and 55 existing Labour MPs 
signed Commons motions at- 
tacking Mr Murdoch's price 
wars in 1994, the chances of 
such a compromise being ac- 
cepted are strong - even though 

it would involve a retreat from 
the hard line so far taken by 


Lord Simon of Highbury, the 
competition minister in the 
Lords. 

After the Lords passed an 
anti-Murdoch amendment to 
the Competition Bill on Mon- 
day night — with 23 rebel 
Labour peers defying a Gov- 
ernment instruction to vote it 
down - No 10 yesterday 
launched a passionate attack on 
Mr Murdoch’s critics. 

The spokesman said that 
there was no question of the Gcw- 
ernmeut accepting the amend- 
ment when it came before the 
Commons. “This amendment 
will not become law.” he said. 

The amendment, sponsored 
by Lord McNally, a Liberal 
Democrat peer, and carried 
with a 2S-vote majority, would 
specifically outlaw newspaper 
price cuts that threaten to 


“injure or eliminate" the 
competition. 

It appeared that Tbay Blur's 
hostility had been provoked by 
the fact that the amendment sin- 
gled oat the newspaper industry 
for special treatment - and put 
Mr Murdoch directly in its sights. 

There is a widespread sus- 
picion among senior ministers 
that the Prime Minister will not 
allow any action to be taken 
against Mr Murdoch, even in- 
directly. One senior govern- 
ment source has told The 
Independent that Mr Blair has 
issued a “hands-off” instruction 
to the Department of Trade and 
Industry. 

But Mr Soley said: “We 
have to do something about the 
predatory price wars. Frankly, 
we are probably only months 
away from The Independent be- 


ing destroyed, and then be [Mr 
Murdoch] will turn his guns on 
the Daily Telegraph. We have got 
to deal with it some way." 

The Prime Minister's 
spokesman said: “The issue of 
predatory pricing is addressed 
in the Bill. There is a game in 
most of the media to suggest 
that Murdoch is this great evil 
figure." 

As for the Lord amend- 
ment he said: “It singles out one 
company in a way that is un- 
necessary and I think there is a 
lot of game-playing going on." 

Lord McNally said yesterday 
that the present cut-price pol- 
icy of the Times did not make 
sense unless it was to dear the 
field of two major competitors 
- The Independent and Daily 
Telegraph. 

The' courtship, page 6 


Lords cannabis inquiry 


By Anthony Bevins 


A HIGH-POWERED investi- 
gation into the medical and 
recreational use of cannabis is 
to be launched by the House of 
Lords, with a report expected 
by the end of the year. 

The breakthrough West- 
minster inquiry comes five 
months after the Independent on 
Sunday launched its decrimi- 
nalise cannabis campaign. It 
marks the biggest step yet in the 
drive to relax the laws on the 
drug's use. To date, the Gov- 
ernment has refused to allow a 
debate on the matter in the 
Commons, despite calls from 
backbench Labour MPs. 

One factor in the Lords’ de- 
cision was a report in November 
from the British Medical Asso- 
ciation, urging Ministers to oon- 



DECRIMINAUSE 


CANNABIS 


sitter “changing the Misuse of 
Drugs Act to allow the pre- 
scription of cannabinoids [active 
chemical compounds in 
cannabis] to patients with certain 
conditions causing distress that 
are not adequately controlled by 
existing treatments.” 

The BMAplea came after 
the Lord Chief Justice, Lord 


Bingham, called for a debate on 
the issue, saying: “It is a subject 
that deserves, in my judgement, 
detached, objective, indepen- 
dent consideration.'’ 

Lord Bingham’s urgin g wflj 
be met by the Lords Select 
Committeee investigation, to be 
chaired by Liberal Democrat 
peer Lord Perry of Atalton, a 
former Professor of Pharma- 
cology. The all-party investiga- 
tion’s terms of reference are 
thought to cover “the scientif- 
ic case for and against relaxing 
tiie prohibition on the medical 
and recreational use of 
cannabis”. 

The inquiry is expected to 
starr bolding public hearings, 
with evidence from expert wit- 
nesses, after Easter, with a re- 
port that could be delivered in 
the Autumn. 
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Round the 


world UK 


yacht 

loses mast 


By Stewart Alexander 

tn Auckland 


Disaster struck the British eo- b 
ny in the Whitbread Round The d 
World Race yesterday when b 
Lawrie Smith's Silk Cut was dis- 
masted nearly 2,000 miles from r 
Cape Horn, In the black of an r 
Antarctic night, sailing fast in t 
big, cold seas, it broke at its half- 
way point and came crashing \ 
down. 

It was the second, beart-stop- 1 
ping problem in 30 minutes. 1 
First, ihe yacht had reported hit- i 
ting What it thought was a 
growler, or semi-submerged 
iceberg, stripping a six foot by 
one inch layer of skin off the for- 
ward section of the hull on the 
starboard side. 

The yacht was about halfway 
from Auckland to Cape Horn 
and being battered by high 
winds and big seas when the ac- 
cident occurred. 

Smith reported to race head- 
quarters that the top half of the 
mast had broken off while they 
were blasting along in winds of 
30 knots. 

He said the crew were all 
safe and uninjured and there 
was probably enough of the 
mast still standing to be able to 
set up a rig to get them to the 
west coast of South America, 
which would involve cutting 
the sails down to fit the short- 
ened mast and proceeding at a 
reduced speed. 

The yacht asked for no sup- 
port from the emergency ser- 
vices. nor for help from any of 
the other eight competitors in 
what is one of the most deso- 
late and wild sections of the 
world’s oceans. 

Smith had been under con- 
siderable pressure to produce a 
big result on this fifth leg of the 


race, from Auckland to Sao Se- 
bastiao in Brazil. Lying a d is-- 
appointing seventh overall, he 
bad said he needed a win to 
drag the big-budget campaign 
back into the reckoning. 

So far, the highlight of his 
race has been setting a world 
record of 449.1 miles in 24 
hours, on an earlier leg. 

Yesterday Smith said: “We 
were moving steadily in about 
28 to 30 knots (of wind), when 
there was a bang out of 
nowhere, and as the guys on 
deck looked up they saw the 
mast break. The surprising 
thing was that the break did not 
occur comin g off a surf, but just 
at a random moment when 
nothing was really happening • 
we had the same rig up forsev 
eral hours in a moderate breeze. 

"We are assessing options at 
the moment. We currently in- 
tend to sail under jury rig to 
Ushuaia in the Beagle Channel, 
just inside Cape Horn, pick up 
diesel, and motor north, per- 
haps all the way to Sao Sebas- 
tiao, to take the new rig.” 

As frantic conversations 
were held with all the support 
: services ashore, which are main 

;• ly in England, the project man 

i ager, Howard Gibbons, who is 
. still in Auckland, said it was un- 
likely they would try to fly a new 
l rig to either Ushuaia or Punta 
- Arenas, as the airport facilities 
i were unsuitable. Instead, the 
Southampton-based firm Peters 
_ & May were investigating the 
■- possibility of shipping the spare 
if mast and rigging from Lyming 

n ton to Santos, in Brazil, and re 

>- placing it there, 
e As well as picking up diesel, 

the yacht would be able to take 
i- on extra food, and it has its own 
a desalination plant to make fresh 
ie water from salt- 
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Keep-fit fanatics enjoy one af- 
ter a work-out in the gym, the 
Finnish accompany one witha 
thrashing with a piece of birch 
and the Romans, somewhat typ- 
ically. decadentity whiled away 
hours enjoying their pleasures. 

But, according to an ar- 
chaeologist from North York- 
shire. it may have Bronze Age 
man who first hit upon the 
idea of the sauna. 

Tim Laurie believes that 
Bronze .Age man may have en- 
joyed nothing better than a 

good sweat in the sauna after a 

day’s hunting- The amateur ar- 
chaeologist has discovered 64 
mounds in the Yorkshire Dales 
which he says are the remains 
of prehistoric steam baths and 
which date between 1000BC 
and 1500 BC. 

As well as hot baths, the an- 
cient people would have used 
“dry” sweathouses made from 
sticks and animal skin, which 
they filled with hot rocks, he 
believes. 

For a bath or sauna, rocks 
would be placed on a fire before 
being rolled into troughs which 
could also have doubled as 
cooking pets for large kills such 
as deer and pig. 

Mr Laurie said that 100 gal- 
lons of water could have been 
heated to boiling point using 
heated stones. 

All the mounds, ranging 

from S to 15 metres across and 

15 metres high- are oea r moor- 
land springs, which may also 
have been used as places of wor- 
ship. “In pre-history a hot bath 
would have been really appre- 
ciated” said Mr Laurie. “They 
had few pleasures and this was 
one of them. 

“For those not well or with 
rheumatism, a hot bath would 
make them feel a lot better. I 
believe these mounds were 
bathing places, perhaps medi- 
cinal. and for deansing.” 

Mr Laurie also said they 
could have been used “apres- 
hunt" for those who had been 
in search of game over rough 
country. 
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Recycled paper made up 
41 . 4 % of ttie raw material 
for UK newspapers in the 
first half of 1997. 
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Lost cause: Lawrie Smith’s 
Silk Cut, which had been 
under pressure to produce 
a creditable result on the 
current leg, but ran out of 
luck 2,000 miles from Cape 
Horn when the mast 
broke. 
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HEARTS JOINED, 
PROPOSALS MADE AND 
VOWS RENEWED. 
THIS SATURDAY AT 
HARRODS. 
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If two things were destined to be together 
this Valentine’s day, it’s you and Harrods. Choose from 
seven floors of gifts ranging from the traditional, 
such as fine Belgian chocolates and floral bouquets, to the 
more extravagant, like a Chopard Love Ring from our Fme 
Jewellery Room. Or you could choose to treat your Valentine 
J to aromantic meal.. Heart-shaped salmon parcels w,Ut 
ovsters in the Sea Grill perhaps, or a special Valentines 
banquet at the Georgian Restaurant. So t h ^Saturday 
say those three special little words yo-joved one 
been dying to hear. Let s visit Harrods. 



t t ./ '“T r WIX JXL Ttl 0171-730 1234. 

Harnds Ltd., Knighlsbndgc..£jutdon Si 
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Why are the British not cam- 
paigning vigorously for snow- 
balling to be included in the 
Winter Olympics? As yesterdays 
Independent reported on the 
front page, the organisers in 
Nagano are having many prob- 
lems with snow. First they were 
worried about having too little, 
now they have too much, and it’s 
a nasty wet snow that cannot be 
cleared by mechanical blowers. 

So the wrong sort of snow for 
the Japanese is exactly the right 
sort of snow for British Rail. In 
Britain snow generally falls 
when the temperature is with- 
in two degrees of zero Celsius. 
The right conditions for snow 
demand warm air- which sup- 


plies the moisture - as well as 
cold, which freezes it for long 
enough to prevent its falling as 
rain. Most commonly, espe- 
cially in the south-east of the 
country, the moist air arrives 
from the west or south-west, 
while the chilling component 
comes from the north or cast 
We have had very little snow 
so far this winter because it has 
been either too warm for 
snowflakes to survive their fall 
to the ground, or loo cold for the 
warm, moist air to get close 
enough. When snow does fall 
under dose-Lo-zero conditions, 
salting or gritting will melt it by 
introducing impurities that 
lower the freezing-point of the 


water that forms iL The same 
treatment has little effect on the 
less common, but not excep- 
tionally unusual, very cold, pow- 
dery snow that sometimes blows 
in from the east — as with the 
notorious “wrong sort of snow” 
that so frustrated British Rail in 
the second week of February 
1991. Such powdery snow is also 
the wrong sort for snowballs. 
They do not have the moisture 
necessary to cohere, and just fall 
apart in your hand - or down a 
companion’s neck if you get 
close enough- 

So a powerful case may be 
made for including snowballs in 
the Olympics. First it would give 
the Japanese a perfect way to 'in- 


corporate the unwanted wet 
snow into the competitive pro: 
gramme, thereby getting rid P*_ 
vast handfuls of the stuff fa * 
useful way. Second, a ppopeia 
conducted snowball fight - ^ 
tween teams or individuals - 
could combine the elegance of. - 
say, fencing, with the strength 
and technique of shot-putting- 
Finally, it is, unlike almost 
everything else in the Winter 
Olympics, something the British 
could do well at. According w . # 
iheOxfoniEnEpshDictionaiyti£ j 
word “snowball” dates back to 
the very beginning of the I5fa 
century. Six hundred years o| 
continuous practice would 
surely give us a head start 
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Bfj-tish actresses dominate the list for prestigious Oscar 



By David Lister 
Ans Mews Editor 

"•ifcinnmM 

DAME JUDI Dench, 63. vras 
yesterday nominated for her 
first Oscar for her role as 
Queen Victoria in the film Mrs 
She joins Helena Bon- 
Carter, Julie Christie and 
Kate Winslet in securing four 
of the five Best Actress nomi- 
nations for Britain. 

Expressing her surprise and 
deughi last night. Dame Judi 
told how she had been put off 
acting in films for years after a 
j director turned her down for a 

Dame J«H Dench: Rema* ^ '“y® .f 8 ?' “ This tUrK,or 

put her off acting infHmT' 


called. “And I never goi over iL" 

She refused to name the di- 
rector, saying he was still alive. 

Dame Judi said she didn't 
know yet whether she would be 
given time off from her role in 
David Hare's play Amy b View 
in the West End of London to 
attend the Oscars ceremony. It 
would be a foreign and totally 
new experience for her, she 
added, as she had never even 
watched the ceremony on tele- 
vision. 

However, she was “dread- 
fully disappointed" that her 
co-star Billy Connolly had not 
been nominated. And she told 
how, when they were making 
the BBC film about Queen 


Victoria and her ghillic John 
Brown in Scotland they were 
under the impression that they 
were making u film for televi- 
sion. It was scheduled to be 
shown last Easier, but the head 
of Miramax saw ii and said Mi- 
ramax would distribute it as a 
feature film instead. U has al- 
ready grossed $14m (£8.75m). 

The Best Actor category 
this year is dominated by vet- 
erans Jack Nicholson, Dustin 
Hoffman, Peter Fonda and 
Robert Duvall, who arc facing 
youth competition from new- 
comer Matt Damon. 

The British actor Sir An- 
thony Hopkins, who won an Os- 
car for 77ic Silence of ihe Lambs 


in 1992, is nominated for his 
supporting role in Steven Spiel- 
berg's controversial slave epic 
Amistnd. 

But it is in the Best Actress 
category that Britain has ex- 
celled. Helena Bonham Carter 
received her accolade for her 
role in the Wings Of The Dove, 
while Dame Judi was reward- 
ed for her part in Mrs Brown. 

Julie Christie’s performance 
in the Film Afterglow and Kate 
Winslet's in the blockbuster 
Titanic were the roles which 
won them their entries on the 
prestigious list. The remaining 
place goes to Helen Hunt for 
her part in the multi-nominat- 
ed As Good As It Gets. 


The Full Monty is the only 
British entry in the category for 
Best Picture. The comedy 
about a group of unemployed 
Sheffield steelworkers who mm 
to stripping is against As Good 
As It Gets, Good Will Hunting, 
LA Confidential, and Titanic. 

Peter Cattaneo, the Full 
Montv's director, has also been 
nominated for the best direc- 
tor categoiy, while writer Simon 
Beaufoy has been listed for his 
screenplay. 

The adaptation of the Hen- 
ry James novel The Wings Of 
The Dove also earns a writing 
nomination. Hussein Amin! 
has been shortlisted in the cat- 

a. _ « * « riwarkn. 


rfav It * also nominated fbr 
£ costume design by Sandy 
Powell and best rinematogra- 

said she was in a daze over her 
firet Oscar nomination. 

*T)eep down I'm jubilant, 
but rm fcding a bit incoherent 
when I’m instantly required to 
say something. I’m takrng m 
plenty of caffeine,” she said. 

She added: "Fbr any screen 

actor it’sa dream come true to 
be nominated. In practical 
terms it means your price goes 
up, you get a bigger choice of 
parts and the most exciting 



Helena Bonham Carter: 
•Deep down I’m jubilant' 


Champagne goes 
flat as bankers’ 
bloodbath begins 


By Lea Paterson 


DESPITE the talk of a return 
to a 1980s-style boom, the 
champagne in the bars around 
two of the Gty of London’s 
biggest banks has a decidedly 
flat taste this week. 

Over the next few days, 
3,000 workers at UBS and SBC, 
two leading Swiss banks, are ex- 
pected to be made redundant 
following their £I5bn merger. 
The sackings are expected to 
\ start on Thursday or Friday. 

Morale is particularly low at 
UBS, which is widely expected 
to bear the brunt of the cuts. 
UBS employees, many of 
whom earn more than £100,000 
a year, variously described the 
working atmosphere yesterday 
as “grim", “appalling” and 
“frustrating". 

“It’s what you’d expect re- 
ally, pretty bad,” said one 
down-hearted employee, 
drowning his sorrows with a 
glass or two of Chablis in a lo- 
cal wine bar. 

Some commentators reckon 
as few as one in 10 current UBS 
employees wQl remain with the 
bank after the redundancies, al- 
though the exact number of job 
cuts is unlikely to be known be- 
fore the end of next week. Be- 
j tween them, the two banks 
employ about 7,000 people in 
London. 

The handling of the redun- 
dancy programme has created 
bitterness and resentment 
amongst UBS employees, many 
of whom believe they have 
been the subject of discrimi- 
nation. 

. At the time of the merger 
announcement, Marcel OspeL 


SBC’s chief executive and chief 
executive-designate of the new 
bank, told UBS employees he 
would pick the besL staff from 
the two banks to serve under 
him in Lhe new company. How- 
ever, UBS managers have lost 
out in the race for top jobs, and 
numerous, highly-rated UBS 
employees are expected issued 
with their P45s in the coming 
weeks. 

One employee said: 
“Frankly, I t hink its outra- 
geous. UBS has some great 
businesses. I t hink its very sad 
that some of these will not be 
taken into the new bank". 

Despite the uncertainty over 
their future, there has been no 
mass defection of staff from the 
banks since the merger was an- 
nounced in December. “People 
are hanging on for their re- 
dundancy cheques and their 
bonuses," said one UBS source 
yesterday. 

One leading City head- 
himter yesterday confirmed his 
firm had had enquiries from nu- 
merous UBS employees and 
bad managed to place several. 
However, not all staff can ex- 
pect to be so fortunate. 

Ron Bradley, managing di- 
rector of Jonathan Wren search 
and selection, said yesterday 
that experienced front-office 
staff should have little difficul- 
ty securing another job. 
“However, back-office staff, 
particularly those in clerical 
roles, could well find it diffi- 
cult", he added. 

Although redundancy terms 
are yet to be finalised, propos- 
als have been circulated to 
staff at both banks. SBC em- 
ployees are expected to re- 


ceive a minium of three 
months’ pay. plus an extra 
month for each year of service. 
An analyst who has been at the 
bank three years and earns 
£100,000, for example, stands lo 
net £50,000. Redundancy terms 
at UBS are understood to be 
similar, although over-40s are 
likely to receive slightly better 
terras. 

One well-paid banker said 
yesterday: “1 think the terms are 
rather acceptable. I shall be 
quite disappointed if I don't get 
made redundant now”. 

Bonuses provide staff with 
another incentive to tough it out 
until the bitter end. UBS staff 
have already been provided 
with details of their annual 
bonuses - described by one in- 
sider as “pretty good" - but 
these will be forfeited if em- 
ployees quit of their own accord 
before the end of the month. 
SBC staff will not be told what 
their annual bonuses will be 
until next month. 

Most employees have a rea- 
sonable idea of who will be stay- 
ing and who will be going. Key 
employees have already been of- 
fered jobs in the new bank, and 
many of the staff who have yet 
to receive an offer believe they 
will be looking for another em- 
ployer in the weeks to come. 

Uncertainty over the unit's 
future is understood to have hit 
business at key departments at 
UBS. “Staff in some areas are 
simply sitting there with noth- 
ing to do,” said one source. 

Another said: “Put it this 
way, if you want to lake a long 
lunch or go and chat to some 
headhunters, nobody will make 
a fuss. Things are pretty quiet”. 



Morale at UBS is particularly low as the bank is due to bear the brunt of cuts Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


De Niro 

quizzed 
over 
vice ring 

By John Lichfield, Pais 

FRENCH police yesterday questioned 
the American film star Robert de Niro m 
connection with their investigation of a high 
class prostitution ring. 

The actor was taken from the Bristol 
Hotel, dose to the Elys6e Palace, where he 
was staying during the shooting of a film 
in Paris. Police sources refused to say why 
they thought that de Niro could help with 
the inquiry. They stressed that he had not 
been arrested. 

Five people have already been placed 
under formal investigation in a 15-month 
inquiry which has revealed a call-girl net- 
work with ten lades around the globe. The 
clientele is reported to indude Saudi 
princes and other Gulf potentates. 

Several witnesses gave details last year 
of the brokering ofa$lm sexual encounter 
in the South of France between an uniden- 
tified American actress and a member of 
a Gulf royal family. 

The French government originally 
placed a brake on the investigation, ap- 
parently for fear of harming sales of arms 
to the Middle East- But the Socialist gov- 
ernment which took power last June has 
freed the inquiry from these shaddes. 

Hie inquiry led to the arrest in Janu- 
ary last year of a Swedish former model, 
Annika Brum ark, the apparent head of the 
network. Other arrests included a pho- 
tographer, Jean-Pierre Bourgeois, and a 
Lebanese businessman called Nazihabdu- 
Latis Al LadkL 

Investigators seized diaries, records 
and address books. Mr Al La did also re- 
vealed the names of other alleged clients, 
including Saudi princes. Several witness- 
es spoke of the arrangement of a ren- 
dezvous at a palace in the South of Prance 
between a Gulf prince and an American 
actress, who was paid Sim for her services. 
Rumours of such a meeting had circulat- 
ed for yearn but they are now being taken 
seriously by the French police. 
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Your mortgage and savings 

working together 

family find the two go 




The Rossi 



Flexible mortgage 

Now this might sound like a 
complicated notion, but as long as 
the mortgage is flexible enough to 
give you access to your savings 
when you need them then, in 
practice, there isn't much of a 
difference from the way you’ve 
always done things. Except, of 
course, you’ll have more money. 

Like our friends, the Rossi family. 
Over the years, they had saved up 
£10,000 in the Building Society to 
help their daughter, Maria, pay her 
way through university. 

Instant Access 

When they heard about the new 
Bank of Scotland Personal Choice 
Mortgage, they were struck by 
the advantages and switched 
immediately. 

In effect, they had paid off 
£10,000 of their mortgage overnight, 
but the great thing is that those 
savings are still available to them as 
soon as Maria needs them. Only last 
week, in fact, they wrote a cheque for 
£700 to pay for a deposit on her 
student accommodation. 


savings. Even with regular monthly 
overpayments, the balance on 
which interest is calculated is 
reduced at the end of each month. 
You can then access those funds any 
time you like by using a cheque 
book which is provided. 

With no notice period or 
interest penalties, this is just as easy 
as withdrawing money from your 
old savings account. You will have 
exactly the same security from your 
savings as you would have with 
them in a separate account. 

No tax 

on savings interest 

If you don’t need to withdraw the 
money, then it stays in the account 
working harder than ever. But, 
unlike a conventional savings 
account, you won’t have to pay tax 
on the interest 

A Personal Choice Mortgage 
also gives you the flexibility to 
choose how much you pay monthly, 
as a regular’ mortgage payment You 
can opt to pay more each month or 
less when you need to* 


Cambridge restaurateurs, Gino 
and Daniefla Rossi have recently 
switched to a new Bank of 
Scotland Personal Choice 
Mortgage. By combining their 
savings with the mortgage, 
they are benefiting from a huge 
saving in the interest they are 
paying on their mortgage. 

Combining your mortgage with 
your savings? That might sound like 
an unusual concept, but consider it 
for a moment and you’ll realise what 
perfect sense it makes. 

Higher interest on 
borrowings than savings 

Most of us have come to accept the 
fact that we pay. a higher rate of 
interest on our borrowings than we 
receive for our savings. 

At the moment, for example, the 
standard variable mortgage rate 
is substantially higher than what 
you’re likely to be earning on your 
savings in a building society. You 


may then even have to pay tax on 
the interest on those savings. 

Save money by 
paying less interest 

Quite simply. Personal Choice is 
designed to make the difference 
between the lending and savings rates 
work in your favour. Its effectively 


a savings account that pays the same 
rate of interest as your mortgage. 

Working on the principle that it 
is more cost effective for you to pay 
off debt than to save money, 
it follows that you will make the 
most of your savings by using them 
to reduce the interest you pay on 
your mortgage. 


► Make the very most of your savings. 

, personalised Cheque Book allowing Instant Access. 

» No need to pay tax on your savings interest. 

. You don’t have to move your current account. 

. Enjoy a more flexible mortgage with payment holidays of up 
to six months. 

• Options to overpay and underpay.* 

. Variable rate of 8.69% (9 1 l%typ ical AP R)- 

• Provisional approval within minutes. 

. Free remortgage package- to cover solicitor’s and 


BAHKOFSCOTLAHD 

MORTGAGES DIRECT® 

CALL FREE ON 

0800 810 810 

8am — 10pm, 7 days a week 
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So simple 

“It did take me a short while to get 
my head round the idea of this new 
mortgage,” admits Gino, but the 
funny thing is it’s actually so 
simple. The most amazing thing 
is that even though our savings 
are helping to keep the" interest 
payments down on the mortgage, 
they are actually even more accessible 
than they were in the building 
society. We even have a cheque 
book that comes with the account." 

So how exactly does the Personal 
Choice Mortgage work? As we’ve 
explained, the basic principle is that 
your savings are used to reduce the 
interest you pay on your mortgage. 

Maximise your savings 

When you pay in additional 
lump sum payments of £500 or 
more, interest is recalculated on 
the reduced mortgage balance so 
you make immediate interest 


A mortgage 
with payment holidays 

You can even choose to take a 
payment holiday of up to six 
months* or, alternatively, pay over 
10 months, instead of 12 each year, 
giving you the chance to keep a 
better control over your finances at 
difficult times of the year such as 
Christmas or when you splash out 
for your holidays. 

Although, it has to be said that 
the payment holiday option wasn’t 
of great interest to Gino and 
Daniella Rossi at present. Not after 
another successful year with those 
spicy meatballs going down better 
than ever in their restaurant! 
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Sellafield 

scare over 

radioactive 

pigeons 



By Ian Burrell 

A RADIATION scare is ua- 
derway at the nuclear repro- 
cessing plant at Sellafield after 
more than 150 pigeons that 
were taring nearby were found 
to be highly radioactive. 

Urgent : analysis of the dead 
bir* is being carried out by sci- 
entists from British Nudcar Fu- 
els (BNFL), which runs the 
plant, to tty and determine how 
the contamination took place. 

"pie birds had been taken for 
testing at Sellafield, Cumbria, 
.{ \ last Friday by an inspector from 
the Royal Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Animals. 
He bad earlier been called to a 
pigeon sanctuary run by twins 
Jane and Barrie Robinson, in 
Sea&cale, after being asked to 
carry out a cull of 152 pigeons 
from the Robinsons’ flock of 
around 700 birds, after com- 
plaints from other villagers that 
they were a health hazard. 

He was worried by local ru- 
mours that the pigeons were ra- 
dioactive -because they roosted 
at the reprocessing plant - and 
took them for analysis. 

A BNFL spokeswoman said 
that the dead birds were tested 
for radiation in a series of 
batches and significant levels of 
radiation were found in each. 
(A She said last night: “It is be- 
ing taken extremely seriously. 
We have had several meetings 
today and top managers have 
been pulled out of other things 
to attend. We are very con- 
cerned at the health and hygiene 
implications of this." 

BNFL scientists yesterday 
carried out further tests on the 
dead birds and at the pigeon 
sanctuary. The Ministry of Agri- 
culture, Fisheries and Food will 
carry out independent tests. The 
BNFL spokeswoman said: 
“What we are trying to do is dif- 


ferentiate between the levels on 
the feathers and in the flesh. 
That will help us to discover 
whether it was something they 
picked upor if it was something 
they had eaten.” 

The RSPCA inspector was 
3150 given radiation tests hut was 
told by BNFL that he was not 
m danger. But the RSPCA said 
last night that in future its in- 
spectors would wear protective 
clothing when handling birds in 
the Sellafield area. 

The residents of Seascale 
have long been concerned that 
they are exposed to dangerous 
levels of radiation from Sell- 
afield. As long ago as 1983 il was 
claimed in a television docu- 
mentary - The Nuclear Laundry 
~ that local people suffered a dis- 
proportionately high risk of de- 
veloping childhood leukaemia. 
Subsequent scientific tests into 
the so-called leukaemia dusters 
have been inconclusive. 

Last week, the Channel 4 
programme Mark Thomas 
Comedy Product contained an 
item reporting that seagull 
droppings taken from a local 
beach contained traces of ra- 
dioactive isotopes. 

The Cumbrians Opposed to 
a Radioactive Environment 
campaign accused BNFL of not 
doing enough to warn the pub- 
lic about two recent accidents 
at Sellafield involving radioac- 
tive material. Martin Forwood, 
the campaign co-ordinator, said 
contaminated pigeons could 
pose a risk to local people. 
“The National Radwlogkai Pro- 
tection Board say there is no 
dose of radiation below which 
there is no risk.” he said. 

Last night Jane Robinson, 
54, said that BNFL officials had 
visited her at the Singing Surf 
pigeon sanctuary yesterday and 
culled a further 200 birds, which 
were taken away for testing. 
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Shop adverts 
warning 

Supermarkets were warned 

yesterday to rein in the 
daims they make about 
each other's pnees by the 

advertising watchdog. 

Saipsbmy- Asda, Tesco 
Safety ^ve com- 
plaints about each others 
adverts in the latest bulletin 
from the Advertising Stan- 
dards Authority. Only one 
gopjpjaint against Tsco has 

been upheld, and the ASA 
is wanting shops to check 
their facts before launching 

an attack on their nvals. 

It -also warns them to 
take care that goods they 
compare with competition 
are not short-term offers. 

— Paul McCann 

Not guilty 

A rara efi owner accused of 

in ** 

London Docklands bomb- 


Below the belt: Jane Couch claims the British boxing authorities are being discriminatory in refusing her a licence 


Photograph: Martin Chainey 


Welterweight champion faces her biggest fight 
yet — to knock discrimination out of the ring 


By Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


Jane Couch, currently the 
women's world welterweight 
boxing champion, is about to 
face her toughest fight yet. 

Ms Couch, 29, is talring the 
British Boxing Board of Control 
to an industrial tribunal in 
Croydon tomorrow for refusing 
her a licence to fight profes- 
sionally in this country. 

Tbe “Fleetwood Assassin” as 
she is known, argues that the 


board is breaching equal op- 
portunities legislation by pre- 
venting her from earning a 
living. 

She will claim that ils reasons 
for keeping her out of the pro- 
fessional ring are “stereotypical” 
and not based on any individual 
assessment of her capability. 

Sara Lesley, her solicitor, 
pointed out last night that one 
of the seven grounds given for 
refusing the licence is that 
women suffer from pre-men- 
strual tension, which makes 


them “emotionally unstable 
and prone to accidents”. Ms 
Lesley said the board has nev- 
er examined Ms Couch to assess 
her individual suitability. 

Other reasons pul forward 
by the board are that women 
boxers might unknowingly be in 
the early stages of pregnancy 
and that some medical author- 
ities contend that blows to the 
breast can cause lumps which 
may later turn malignant 

A born street-fighter - Ms 
Couch has been known to lay 


out men who have paid her un- 
wanted attention - she started 
boxing three years ago after see- 
ing a television documentary 
about female fighters. 

The 10-stone 5ft Tin boxer 
won her world crown by com- 
prehensively defeating reigning 
champion Sandra Geiger in 
Copenhagen in May last year. 

Her solicitor conceded that 
many people found the idea of 
women boxers distasteful. “But 
we are not addressing the moral 
argument, we are simply trying 


to assert her right to earn a liv- 
ing/ she said. If Ms Couch did 
not win her right to fight pro- 
fessionally, she would be forced 
to move to America. 

Kamlesh Bahl, chairwoman 
of the Equal Opportunities 
Commission which is backing 
the boxer's case, said Ms Couch 
bad proved her ability by win- 
ning the world championship. 
“More and more women wish 
to exercise their choice to take 
parts in all sports at all levels,” 
she said. 


Anger as ice-cream killers are returned to jail 


By Louise Jury 


Two men jailed for the Glasgow 
Ice Cream War killings then re- 
leased pending appeal were re- 
turned to jail yesterday amid 
tumultuous scenes in court 
Thomas “TC” Campbell 


and Joseph Steele looked 
shocked when the Lord Justice 
Clerk Lord Cullen rejected 
their appeal at Edinburgh High 
Court, which was heard before 
television cameras. 

Both mea had been jailed for 
life in 1984 after being found 


guilty of setting fire to a house 
ia Glasgow which belonged to 
an ice-cream van driver. 

Six people died in the blaze 
which it was claimed related to 
a war for control of the ice- 
cream business in the city’s 
East End. 


But Campbell, 45, and 
Steele, 36, both protested their 
innocence. Steele has twice es- 
caped from jail to make his case. 

In August 1996, the Secre- 
tary of State referred the cases 
back to appeal. Bail was grant- 
ed, which is unusual unless the 


appeal is considered virtually 
certain to succeed.. 

Outside court yesterday, 
Steele’s 15-year-old son, John 
Paul, shouted: “TheyVe given 
me back my. dad. far a year and 
now they are taking him away 
from me again.” 
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afadge at the Old Bailey. , 
Mr Justice Blofeld di- 
rected the jury to find 
Patrick McKinley not guilty 
after deciding there was in- 
sufficient evidence. Mr 
McKinley, 34, was i alleged to 
have played an important 
role in converting a lorry 
into a bomb transporter. 

Dancer lied 

A ballerina who spent years 
in a wheelchair smashed 

up her flat and blamed it on 

vandals when she regained 
use of her legs and had a 
breakdown. 

Danielle Haskell, 34, ad- 
mitted to Oldham magis- 
trates criminal damage and 
wasting police time, receiv- 
ing a four-month suspended 
sentence for the latter and 
three two-month suspended 
sentences for the fanner. 

Green ban 

Landowners have been 
stopped from harming 
wildlife-rich habitat with 
Britain’s first ever Special Na- 
ture Conservation Order. 

Carol Goodwin and Timothy 
Hrcbenough had started (fig- 
ging on their land near Bux- 
ton. This moorland is 
important for the breeding of 
golden plover and snipe. 
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How Murdoch’s courtship of Blair paid 


off 


By Fran Abrams 
and Anthony Bevins 


In July 1995, Tony Blair flew half 
way round the world to cement 
his relationship with Rupert 
Murdoch at a News Corpora- 
tion conference. Introducing 
him, the media tycoon joked: “If 
the British press is to be be- 
lieved, today is all part of a 
Blair-Murdoch flirtation. If that 
flirtation is ever consummated, 
Tony, I suspect we will end up 
making love like two porcupines 
- very carefully." 

A year earlier few Labour 
MPs would have believed such 
a scene was possible. In fact, in 
July 1995 the shadow financial 
secretary to the treasury, Alis- 
tair Darling, sponsored a Com- 
mons motion condemning a 
newspaper price-cutting cam- 
paign by Mr Murdoch. "The 
newspaper industry is not only 
an important business but also 
a vital organ of the democrat- 
ic process ... predatory pricing, 
with the intention of forcing ri- 
vals out of the market, will re- 



Sea-change: Rupert - 
Murdoch, once rcvfledby 
Labour, whom Tony Blair 
flew halfway round the 
world to visit on an island 
off the Australian coast 


duce choice and undermine 
competition." it said before 
calling on the Conservative 
government to prevent the 
practice. No fewer than SI 
Labour MPs signed the motion. 


Among them- was Nigel Grif- 
fiths, who as Competition Min- 
ister could now be expected to 
take the Competition BUI 
through the Commons and to 
lead the government defence of 


Mr Murdoch’s price cuts. A 
week earlier, a separate motion 
signed by 59 MPs said the price- 
cutting battle would lead to 
“fewer titles, fewer jobs, less 
choice for readers and a further 


dangerous concentration of 
ownership ” One signatory was 
Peter Mandelson, now Minister 
without Portfolio and a friend 
of Elisabeth Murdoch, the ty- 
coon’s daughter. 


Altogether 24 ministers in 
the current government and 
55 MPs still in the Commons 
backed one or both of the crit- 
ical motions. When the MPs 
signed they bad no inkling that 
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Mr Blair, who was to become 
Labour leader that mouth, was 
about to end eight years’ enmity 
between his parly and Mr Mur- 
doch. Labour boycotted News 
International titles for a year af- 
ter the move to ‘Wapping in 1986 
that led to the dismissal of 
5,000 print workers. 

In 1992 Murdoch’s flagship 
Sun claimed it had scuppered 
Labour’s election chances by 
suggesting that if Nefl Kinoock 
won, the last person to leave 
Britain should turn the lights 
out The day after the election, 
it boasted: “It was the Sun wot 
won it!” 

Even before he became 
leader, Mr Blair met Mr Mur- 
doch at a dining club in Bel- 
gravia. It was reported the 
tycoon was impressed by the 
politician's “puppy-dog, youth- 
ful company-lawyer image.” 


Once Mr Blair was elected, 
things moved quickly. Mr Mkt- 
doefa gave an interview to jE& 
Spiegel magazine in which. be 
mused: “Last year we helped 

the Labourgovwimexdm Can- 
berra. 1 could even imagine sup- 
porting Tony Blair.” In 
September 1994 the two men 
and their wives were dining in 
the private room of a London 
restaurant with Gus Fischer, 
chief executive of News In- 
ternational Although there was 
no talk of how Mr Blair could 
help Mr Murdoch's business in- 
terests, there were separate . 
meetings with Mr Fischer at 
which “issues of mutual inter- 
est" were discussed. 

By March 1995 there Were 
reports that Labour plans for. 
cross-media ownership would 
not force Mr Murdoch to sell 
any of his empire. 

A year into his leadership, 
Mr Blair was on Hayman Island 
off Australia. listening to praise 
from Mr Murdoch at the News 
Corporation conference for his 
“courage” in attending. 

On the first day of the 1997 
general election campaign, 
there was proof that the count- 
less dinners, lunches and break- 
gists involved in this courtship 
had not been in vain. The Sun 
Backs Blair," the headline cm 
Mr Murdoch’s leading tabloid 
read. The manoeuvring had 
paid off. 


WHAT THE POLITICIANS SAID 


“He [Murdoch] is able to cut 
prices because of his profits 
from other 
interests. 

We are 
now faced 
with blatant 
predatory 
pricing." 
Robin 
Cook, now 
Foreign 
Secretary, 
on 26 June 
1994, as shadow trade 
and industry spokesman. 


“1 want an inquiry now 
before the only choice the 
British public has is to read 
the Sun or the Times." Nigel 
Griffiths, now competi- 
tion minister, on 26 June 
1994. 


Trading] has not shown 
greater concern at the 
potential impact of such an 
intense price war on the 
diversity of national 
newspapers in Britain. The 
real potential problem is that 
one more might go under.” 
Chris Smith, Secretary 
of State for Culture, 
Media and Sport, 
speaking as shadow 
spokesman after the 
Office of Fair Trading 
had rejected a complaint 
about Mr Murdoch’s 
predatory pricing, on 
22 October 1994. 


"Predatory pricing, with 
the intention of forcing rivals 
out of the market, will 
reduce choice and undermine 
competition.” Alistair 
Darting, now Chief Secre- 
tary to the Treasury, in a 
Commons motion tabled 
on 5 July 1994. 


"The inevitable outcome, 
unless action is taken, is that 
Murdoch will weaken his 
British competitors to the 
point where he will domi- 
nate the 
market.” Mo 
Mowlam, 

Secretary 
of State 
for North- 
ern Ire- 
land, as 
shadow 
spokes- 


woman on 


“1 am surprised that [the 
Director General of Fair 


national heritage, on 
29 June 1994. 
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S raises fears of new tit-for-tat violence 


ByKhn S^ngupta 

ASTER'S frag n p ' 
under severe ihr^ 

Prominent loyajia^^ H'ghl after a 
provoking feL drad 'n Belfast, 

m ^ S ^^. 0UlhriUk0f 
possible ProSS fc'?™ aiCTl fora 
Wks the 

Mowlam, the afl « Mo 

era f °r North. 

■) spokesman for tbe^Jfn™^ SCCU ” ! >' 

called a truce r ^Z u Unionist Party, 
■ PoMcal ta^ Ud " hiChwas 

f’eranse of a series of “perwna/atucks" 


** ^ S ,,W bur ’ unta * bc “Pdogi*-*d. 

iuc MP for Fermanagh and South Ty- 
rone refused and staled ihai he was nuw 
cflceim^r barred from the talks”. But with 
uw sihiauon waning in the province the 
wo - who had been involved in a series of 
nurce clashes in recent weeks - agreed to 
put aside their differences at a meeting in 
a canteen in the House of Commons yes- 
terday afternoon. 

Robert Oougan. the man killed yester- 
day, was said to be associated with the Ul- 
ster Defence Association, and had been the 
subject of two previous murder attempts. 
The last one was just over a year ago when 
. survived a shooting. He was in his thir- 
ties and lived with his wife and I2-year-ofd 
son in the Suffolk area of south Belfast. 


Mr Dougun was shot by a lone gunman 
as he sat at the wheel of his car outside ihe 
Balmoral Textiles factory in the south-west- 
ern Belfast suburb of Dunmurry. A man 
in a baseball cap and two other men were 
was seen running away from the scene. Last 
night, the police were checking a red 
Mondcn car abandoned at the nearby 
nationalist Ttoinbruok Estate as the prov- 
able getaway vehicle. 

There was no immediate claim of 
responsibility, but loyalist factions blamed 
republicans for the killing. Last month the 
Irish National Liberation Army shot 
another leading loyalist, Jun Guiney, as he 
worked behind the counter of his Dunmurry 
carpel shop. 

A friend of Mr Dnugan who had been 


with him minutes before he was shot said: 
"He was very wary - he knew they were 
after him." He added that Mr Dougan had 
been wry conscious of the security risk and 
had taken precautions at his home. 

Mr Dougan was the second man to be 
shot dead in Belfast in 24 hours. On Mon- 
day night, a drug dealer, Brendan Camp- 
bell, was gunned down outside a restaurant. 
RUC sources said the IRA, under the pseu- 
donym of Direct Action Against Drugs, bad 
shot and wounded Mr Campbell several 
weeks ago. 

Republican and loyalist traded accusa- 
tions over the killings and each claimed the 
other was trying to sabotage the peace 
process. A senior RUC officer described 
the situation as " incendiary", and warned 





of "the dangers of random attacks by splin- 

lCr Mr Maginnis maintained that Mr 
Dougau's murder was “sanctioned by the 
IRA". He added: “It was obvwmtf an 
attack to provoke reaction from the Ulster 
Freedom Fighters in order I to .make 
impossible the re-admission of the UDF to 

the talks process, ft is imperative that mere 

should be no retaliation for the murder. 

Gary McMfchael, leader of the Ulster 
Democratic Party, also claimed the latest 
killing had been carried out to provoke a 
loyalist response. "Quite deariy some 
republican group has carried this out, the 
object of killing this man, a Protestant, was 
because they want to ptovoke a response, 
be said. 


He IriUers were also condemned by 
John Hume, leader of the Social Dem<x> 
John “ 1 ry\ wur party - who described 

Sot of the people of North- 

OT ftdand’ - and Seamus Close, deputy 

leader of the Alliance Party. 

^S-mwas no immediate response from 
ddEsTwi nr the IRA over the 
fSaHdninfr But earlier Sinn fturtpre- 
S^ffienvAdams, had insisted that his 
party had no involvement in the killing of 

sassssr 

•ssrisssr*-" 

Mr Adams said. 


Training councils 
waste £!4.6m 


By Barrie dement 

Labour Editor 


Politicians’ pose: Austin Mitchell MP for Great Grimsby, taking a photograph of Lord Healey in the Upper Whiting HaB of the House of Commons yesterday 
at the opening of the Parliamentary Photographic Group annual exhibition Photograph: David Rose 


MORE THAN £ 14.6m of taxpayers’ money 
has been wasted through incompetence and 
alleged fraud at vocational training agen- 
cies, according to a National Audit Office 
report published yesterday. 

The funds constitute “overpayments" by 
the Department of Education and Em- 
ployment to Training and Enterprise 
Councils (TECs) for arranging courses, 
largely for the unemployed. 

The news comes ai a time when the Gov- 
ernment is investigating allegations of “se- 
rious irregularities" at the organisations 
which provide the training on behalf of 
TECs. In one case it was claimed that a 
provider was paid £4J5m by 22 TECs for 
trainees who were ineligible for training or 
who were awarded National Vocational 
Qualifications despite being incompetent 
Other trainees could not be traced or were 
“non-existent". In another inquiry officials 
were investigating allegedly spurious claims 
by a training company which had received 
£3.3m from 11 TECs. 

The report by the Comptroller and Au- 
ditor General estimates chat the value of 
overpayments to TECs increased by £6m 
last year to £14.6m. 

The report pointed out that the Public 
Accounts Committee had declared that the 
£8.6m of “estimated errors" in 1995-96 was 
unacceptable and that the Government 
should do all it could to reduce it 

The report acknowledges that inquiries 
into 65 out of 85 cases of alleged irregu- 


larities had been completed and that the 
department bad recovered £1,386,000 

from TECs. ...... 

In the 20 remaining cases, which the de- 
partment is pursuing "with vigour”, the al- 
leged irregularities could be of the order 
of £1 03m, the report says. 

The document acknowledges that the 
Government had taken significant steps 
fltmgH at improving financial controls at 

TECs. . 

A spokesman for the national TEC 
council pointed out that it was training 
providers and sometimes the bodies award- 
ing certificates which were being accused 
of deception, but not TECs themselves. 

He said that the cases of alleged fraud 
only concerned 0.5 per cent of the 500,000 
trainees processed each year. There were 
9,000 training providers in England and 
Wales and the investigations concerned a 
tiny minority of them. “It is a small amount 
of alleged fraud when you compare it with 
local authorities or further education,” be 
said. 

While TECs had a role in ensuring that 
providers were performing a “good and 
honest job", the Employment Service was 
primarily responsible, he said. 

A spokeswoman for the Department of 
Employment said that the £14.6m in over- 
payment only constituted 1.2 per cent of 
the total training budget. She emphasised 
that the figure referred to 1996-97 and that 
therefore blame could not be laid at the 
door of the present a dminis tration. “The 
new government has made it clear that it 
is taking a robust attitude to the issue." 


Jackson prepares for a mayoral role 


V 


By byline 

title 


GLENDA JACKSON, the 
transport minister, has private- 
ly decided to throw her hat into 
the ring to become the first di- 
rectly elected Mayor of London. 
The Oscar-winning former ac- 


tress will stand in the elections 
to become the first directly elect- 
ed Mayor of London, if there is 
a "yes” vote in the referendum 
to create the role, dose friends 
confirmed yesterday. 

The winner of two Oscars for 
Women in Love and A Touch of 
Class was saying nothing offi- 


cially about her next possible 
role, but it is understood she has 
been persuaded by private 
polling within the party to stand 
The polling showed that sbe 
would be a popular candidate 
for Labour alongside Ken Liv- 
ingstone. the Brent East MP 
and former leader of the 
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Greater London Council Ms 
Jackson, now 61, is seen as hav- 
ing a sufficiently high profile to 
win, while her current duties as 
Minister for Transport in Lon- 
don could give her the edge over 
her opponents on the transport 
problems that would need to be 
tackled by the new mayor. 

Her son, Dan Hodges, said: 
“Ai the moment, these reports 
are pure speculation. However, 
obviously the Mayorof London 
is going to have a very impor- 
tant job and anyone offered the 
opportunity to go for such a role 




Glenda Jackson: Could 

be a popular candfefate 

would have to consider it very 
carefully. " 

The MP for Hampstead and 
Highgate, may be seen as a 
“stop Ken" candidate, but 
friends said that she is not re- 
garded as a "Blair babe". “She 
is seen as being loyal but she is 
not seen as being one of the 
Blair babes'. She has strong 
support among the grass roots. 
But we have to get the “yes' vote 
first It is important that ft is a 
genuine campaign and not a 
beauty parade for the would-be 
candidates,” said the source. 

Ms Jackson will be cam- 
paigning for a “yes" vote in the 
referendum, before officially 
announcing her decision to 
stand. It wonld also mean giv- 
ing up a ministerial career. 

The field is expected to be 
crowded with several potential 
Ibzy candidates limbering up, 
including best-selling author, 
Lord Archer and Steve Norris, 
Ihe former transport minister 
for . London. The Liberal De- 
mocrat MP for Southwark and 
Bermondsey, Simon Hughes, is 
another possible candidate. 
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SWIFT CALL 


PROMOTIONAL TOY 

2nd RECALL NOTICE 

following 1st Recall Notice on Saturday 10th January 1996 
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Typhoo recently ran a promotion on its packs of 160s and 240s tea bags, 
offering four free soft toys - a seal) whale, penguin and polar bear. 

Typhoo have indentrfied that the eyes in the toys may come loose and 
could pose a choking hazard. In the interests of safety therefore, we are 
recalling every soft toy from this promotion. 

If you have one of these promotional soft toys and have not already 
returned it to us, please send ft immediately to: 

Typhoo Winter Animals Promotion 
FREEPOST Blackburn X, Lancashire BBO 1GR 

Please include your name, address and daytime telephone number. 
No postage is required. 


769 0033 


PLEASE NOTE: THE TYPHOO TEA ITSELF IS NOT AFFECTED 


Typhoo would like to apologise for any disappointment or inconvenience 
that this may cause and to reassure customers of our commitment to the 
highest standards of quality and safety. 

Premier Brands U.K. Ltd. TO Box 8, Moreton. Wirral, Merseyside L4 6 8XF. 


Prince’s 
shock at 
‘mistrust’ 

THE youngest brother of the (A 
Sultan of Brunei, the world's 
richest man, was “shattered" 
after finding that two close 
friends and emissaries had 
abused his trust and were mak- 
ing huge profits out of him, the 
High Court was told yesterday. 

But the “astonishment, 
shock and horror” expressed by. 
Prince Jefri of Bolkiah was 
“just nonsense”, said Christo- 
pher Carr QC, counsel for Bob 
and Rafi Manou kian 

They are suing the prince for . . 
fSOcn, alleging that he failed to 
honour deals. They say he re- 
neged on a £55m deal to buy the 
Adelphi property in the Strand 
and a £25m verbal deal to ren 1 ’ 
ovate the first five storeys of his 
London home in Park Lane7 /- 

He is counter-suing for more w 
than £20Qm, alleging that the Ma- . 
noukian brothers, whose famil y 
has worked as middlemen for the 
Brunei royal family for almost 
two decades, systematically ex- 
ploited their close frien dshi p 
and made unreasonable and 

concealed profits out of him. 

Yesterday Mr Carr told the 
court it was the prince's case 
that he bad trusted “his great 
friend" Rafi Manoukian not to 
overcharge him but to act in his 
best interests. . . 

It would be the prince's 
evidence that he became sus- 
picious about him and bis 
activities in June 1994. These 
suspicions were directed to 
repeat billing - submitting a biQ '<0 
and then sending another one 
for the same thing at a later 
date. This was “unfounded", 
said Mr Can, 

The case continues. 
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WIN 2 L m 11 utpuint ® dishwasher 

Make washing up a thing of the past 


Do not miss this dune* to win a 
Hoq»int® Df 62 Aquarlus dSwqsher: 

The DF62 has the capacity to tale 12 


name and address stadrv wM 
oafcxrjou prefer. Make wash** up 
""IS of the past in jma* home today: 


Cail 0930 52S 

vrfn. CO enter tfifr competition efiat (te wiwc "frmqjon nrf rf 

fafciwtng number. answer the question kfemottoi Ltne:0S4l ; 

7°w «“Wwhoi|Mlntcii* 

toll* out 5 £*» per mhute at alt limes. Winm» okra a random' ZJ 
15 ternary 1938. Uwal Newspaper FUrtrtng nrtes apply, Editas rise-ster 
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At least something did hap- 
pen on that warm June night in 
Stratford, albeit of marginal 
musical and historic value. The 
rack tourist who follows the 
map to other locations might be 
pushed even to find a 33-year- 
old wall to justify the fare. 

Blackburn, for example, fea- 
tures on the map following its 
reference in the Beatles' “A Day 
in foe Life” and foe 4,000 holes 


Watt met at the university, 
there was a furniture shop 
which used foe slogan “You can 
buy everything but foe girl”. 
Sadly, furniture shops do no al- 
ways anticipate BTA rock maps 
and it is no longer there. 

Like all rock history, some 
of the “facts” arc open to dis- 
pute. The map directs tourists 
to Waterloo Station where foe 
Kinks’ “Waterloo Sunset” is 


set The song, the BTA tells us, 
is about a couple Terry and 
Julie, “named after film stars 
Terence Stamp and Julie 
Christie”. Ray Davies of the 
Kinks denies this; but no tourist 
authority worth its salt is going 
to let foe opportunity of a 


celebrity name-drop pass by. 

The most imaginative tourist 
attraction must be Prestwick 
Airport in Glasgow which has 
been unearthed as foe place that 
contradicts foe legend that Elvis 
Presley neverset foot on British 
soft. In March I960 his aircraft 


did touch down briefly on his 
way back to foe United States 
from military service in Ger- 
many. Well, land oL Elvis ac- 
tually landed at foe nearby 
military base. But that is not 
open to the public. Still, Prest- 
wick serves a very good cup of 


tea for foe weary rock traveller. 

This being Cbol Britannia, a 
government minister launched 
the publication of foe map at 
Madam Jlissaud's Rock Circus 
at Piccadilly in London yesterday 
by foe arts minister Mark Fisher. 

Under the strap “One Nation 


MTV changes tracks as big-budget music videos go out of fashion 


By Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 


Video star: MTV helped 
George Michael to US fame 


Long gone are foe days when it 
thousands of pounds were lav- 
ished on music videos shot in 
exotic locations. Cutting edge 
directors no longer use them to 
hone their skills in preparation 
for the big screen. And now 
MTV, foe channel which made 
foe music video king in foe 
Eighties, has derided foe art 
form is on the way out. 


• - A new programming chief at 
MTV in America this week 
shook up foe US industry when 
he ordered 20 programme pi- 
lots. His plan is to turn MTV 
from a music video channel into 
a lifestyle channel for the 
world’s teenagers. 

The pilot series represent foe 
biggest investment foe channel 
has ever made in programming 
and will see comedy, drama and 
variety shows replace a line up 
which, despite some comedy 


and news, has remained largely 
wall to wall videos since it 
launched 

Some of foe new pro- 
grammes will try to breathe life 
into videos by having an 
“Artist’s Cut” where a band 
member is featured on foe 
screen sharing insights on the 
making of foe video. A “Video- 
sectomy" show will have pan- 
ellists analysing the day's most 
popular videos in an ironic and 
sarcastic manner. 


But despite these efforts it 
now acknowledged that the 
music video’s days as a money- 
maker. lei alone as a supposed 
art form are over. 

“Their ratings hit a plateau 
and have been in steady decline 
for the last three or four years 
in the US,” says Steve King, a di- 
rector of Zenith Media World- 
wide, the media buying agency. 

MTV has recently been 
forced to enlist rock stars and 
local teenage activists in places 


such as Denver to stop cable op- 
erators taking foe channel off 
of their cable networks because 
of falling ratings. 

On top of competition from 
other channels MTV has suf- 
fered because the music indus- 
try no longer invests as much in 
foeir artists' flights of fantasy. 
“Music videos have got into a 
real cul-de-sac,” says Steve 
Redmond, editor of music 
industry magazine Fono. “The 
number of records being 


Dinner 
ladies 
win £4m 


payout 


By Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


On tour: (clockwise from top (eft) The former garage In east London where the Rotting Stones urinated in 1965; the tree on Barnes Common into 
which Marc Bolan crashed fatally; Elvis fans at Prestwick In I960, the only time be set foot in Britain; Walthamstow dogs' track as immortal! sed by 
Blur on the cover of their album, Parklrfe ; and the zebra crossing in Abbey Road used for the Beatles famous album cover Montage; Kevin Bayiiss 


Under a Groove”, the pocket- 
sized map which unfolds into a 
poster with a guitar and amp in 
foe shape of Britain, is free and 
will be available to overseas vis- 
itors through BTA’s 44 offices 
world-wide, and via a hotline 
number. 01271 336083. 


released is on the increase and 
the pressure is there to do a 
video for every one, so the 
money for them is getting 
spread more thinly.” 

The rise of the music video 
in America was important in 
allowing British stars such as 
George Michael and Duran 
Duran rise to the top there with- 
out having to tour endlessly to 
break the market Instead as 
long as they looked good on film 
they could become a success. 


EMPLCVERSWnXflndfyfar 

more difficult to cut the p# of . 
women to trim costs afieran in- 
dustrial tribunal ruling yester- 
day awarded 400 school dinner i 

ladies up to £15,000 each. _ 

Bedfordshire County Gnm- 
cil reduced foe women’s wages 
ty up to a third neariy.fbdr years 
ago to beat off competition in 
a compulsory competitive ten- 
dering exercise. The Unison 
public service union and foe 
GMB general union Jugued 
that foe council had breached 
foe Sex Discrimination Act and 

equal-pay legislation when it cut- 
foe caterers’ pay, holiday enti- 
tlements and sick pay. 

Catering managers could be 
awarded up to £15,000 because 
they suffered the most severe ^ 
cuts, while most cooks and “ 
kitchen assistants will receive 
between £2,000 and £4,000. 

Union officials estimated 
that the out-of-court settle- 
ment could cost foe council 
between £3m and £4m. 

Rodney Bickerstaffe, gen- 
eral secretary of Umsorvsaid foe 
deal was a “major victory” for 
women workers. “It sends a 
dear message to Bedfordshire 
Coun ty Council and other em- 
ployers that they cannot arbi- 
trarily pick on foeir women 
staff when they are carrying 
out compulsory competitive ten- 
dering exercises.” 

John Edmonds, leader of the 
GMB. said that foe employer 
had tried to make his members 
“pay foe price of privatisation”. 

Mary Stacey, of Thompsons ^ 
solicitors, said foe compensation 
was for loss of pay since J994, 
but the settlement also meant 
that the women's terms and con- 
ditions had been reinstated. 

Since 1994 Initial Catering 
Services has won contracts to 
operate part of the school- 
meals service in Bedfordshire. 

Both Initial and the council will 
now have to increase pay rates, 
said Ms Stacey. 

Joyce Botsford, 58, a kitchen 
manager at a school in Leighton 
Buzzard, said she was “jubilant" 
over foe settlement. “I lost 
about £3,000 a year when the 
council cut my pay,” she added. 

A spokesman for Bedford- 
shire County Council said man- 
agement were satisfied that a 
long-standing problem had 0i 
been resolved. The terms of foe 
deal were agreed between foe 
council and the unions and 
were accepted by the industri- 
al tribunal, the spokesman said. 
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Snowdrop carpet 
restored to bloom 


By Stephen Coodwwi 



SNOWDROPS are just com- 
bloom at EM- 

Lodge, war Ore* 
J^llKywU cover alffl® 

S3SSS3SS5 


the Victorian house- Her 
friendship with the Pnnoe of 
■Whies, a frequent guest along 
with the Marlborough House 

set, was the stuff of scandal. 

The countess, who died m 

1938, commissioned Harold 

Peto to design gardens suitable 
for her parties. The Itahan 


drops have Decn ui uiv — 

for countless years and survived 
njany years of negject 

Easton is one of the many 
places that can claim that 

Qneen EBzabeth slept under ite 

toot HetnyVin built awood- 
— h<»re and hfe daughter. 



Woodland art; Snowdrops at Easton Lodge, home of the Edwardian Countess of Warwick, where Brian and Diana Creasey are restoring the gardens Photograph: Brian Harris 


Elizabeth, is believed to have 
rested overnight dining hunt- 
ing parties in the Great Forest 
of Essex. The lodge and the 
p ifrrrtyihan manor that fol- 
lowed it are both long gone. 

Easton’s heyday was the 
Edwardian era when the 

Countess of ^feiwick- “Darlmg 
Daisy” - entertained lavishly at 


Brian anu — * . 

in 1971 bought Wa ™£k 

House, the west wing of the 

amntess's home which sur- 
vived a fire in 1918. 

Forty yeare of brambles, 
fallen trees and general rum is 
being deared at Easton, open 
under the National 
Gardens Scheme since 1985. 
The area where the snowdrops 
bloom was woodland laidout 

in the early 17th centmy. Oar- 
ing and replanting « taking 
years as no work can be done 
when the bulbs are in. growth 
from November to July. 




life to help 
boys with 
reading 


By Matt Rndda 

BOYS WHO hate English 
could be encouraged to improve 
their reading by being given 
thrillers and biographies of 
stars such as Paul Gascoigne 
and Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

Government - education 
advisers are urging schools to 
take a long, hard look at their 
teaching to try to tackle the 
yawning gap between boys' and 
girls' performance at school. 

The move follows last year’s 
GCSE results when 65 per cent 
of girls achieved a grade C or 
above in English compared 
with only 43 per cent of boys. 

Yesterday, officials pub- 
lished two reports highlighting 
the importance of using ac- 
tion-packed books that are de- 
signed to appeal to beys who are 
switched off English because 
they think it is a girls’ subject 

The Qualifications and 
Curriculum Authority and the 
Basic Skills Agency believe boys 
can improve if teachers copy 
best practice. 

The QCA report Can do Bet- 
ter and the Basic Skills Agency’s 
report Improving Boys ' Literacy 
are available for schools in 
England and Wales. 

. But the advisers stressed 
that they did not want to set out 
a "template* for teachers to 
copy but that each school 
should look at the problem 
and draw up its own solution. 

Jim Paieinan, head of strat- 
egy at the Basic Skills Agency, 
said: “We have produced a se- 
ries of 400 -word short stories 
called chillers which draw in 
poor -readers, the thrillers are of- 


ten very popular." These include 
stories with titles like The Ride 
to Hell, about a bus ride where 
the driver disappears and the 
coach careers out of control. 

The agency had also pub- 
lished vivid but simple biogra- 
phies of figures such as the actor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, the 
Spice Girls and footballers such 
as Paul Gascoigne. The biog- 
raphy of Gazza describes his 
background, his practical jokes 
and how his behaviour towards 
his wife Sheryl let him down. 

Dr Nick Thte, chief executive 
of the QCA, said the gap be- 
tween boys and girls was well 
known and was greatest at the 
age of 16. 

He said: “We had a big push 
trying to raise girls’ achieve- 
ments 20 years ago in maths, 
now we need to do the same for 
boys in English." 

He said reading action- 
packed novels could lead to boys 
moving on to other literature, 
including ones they might 
currently ignore, such as poetry. 

Schools needed to get a grip 
on the problem by analysing the 
performance of boys and draw- 
ing up a strategy for overcoming 
the peer-group culture that 
belittled reading. 

Research by the QCA had 
shown that boys who did well at 
Pnglkh were often seen as be- 
ing “cool” because they were 
good at sport for example. 

Other measures also being 
stressed by the advisers include 
mentoring schemes and fathers 
reading with their sons. They 
want to help interest boys by in- 
creasing the amount of drama 
in English lessons. 



Amieand 


: Recruited to Improve boys’ literacy 
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Upon Julia’s Clothes 

By Robert Herrick 

in silks my JuUa goes, _ 

Thai liquefaction after clothes. 

That brave vibration each way free, . 

O how that gituiing ***** m ‘ 

The- Daily Foemsfor and poetry 

The Book of Lew, ^ cultures, edited by Diane 

(W W Norton, £2230). 


Big-hearted? Romantic? Cheapskate? 

Valentine's Day in New York for £14. 

To make it a truly unforgettable February 14th, we are selling 1 00 pairs of tickets to New York, with up to 3 nights accommodation, for just £14 per person including 
tax. Tickets go on sale at precisely 7pm tonight to the first 100 couples to call 0S70 60 7 47 60. So forget the chocs and the flowers Go for the apple instead 



BRITISH AIRWAYS 

The world's most romantic airiine 
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Time running out for diplomacy as 


Saddam 
seeks to 
enlist 
Syria to 
his cause 

By Rupert Cornwell 

AS BRITAIN and the United 
States racheted up the pressure 
further, Saddam Hussein 
moved to enlist Syria into a 
broadening Arab “anti-military 
strike” bloc, hostile to any use 
of force against Iraq in the cri- 
sis over United Nations access 
to suspected weapons plants. 

Nothing better illustrates 
the difference between today 
and the Gulf War of seven 
years ago than yesterday’s talks 
in Baghdad between the Syrian 
President, Hafez al-Assad, and 
Iraqi Foreign Minister, Saeed al- 
Sahaf- the first meeting at so 
high a level between the two for- 
mer rivals in almost a decade. 

In 1991 Syria and Egypt 
took part in Operation Desert 
Storm which drove President 
Saddam out of Kuwait. Today 
both (as well as Iraq’s previous 
sympathiser Jordan) are op- 
posed to the massive air assault 
on Iraqi targets which, if West- 
ern rhetoric is taken at face 
value, seems well nigh certain 
within the coming days or 
weeks. This lime Saudi Arabia 
is not making its bases available 
and even the smaller Gulf states 
which may secretly relish the 
prospect of another bloody les- 
son for President Saddam, are 
careful not to say so publicly. 

But the Anglo-American 
alliance was talking tougher 
than ever yesterday. As Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook warned 
the Commons that President 



Saddam’s latest offers fell ‘‘well 
short’’ of what was required to 
end the crisis, America’s UN 
ambassador ruled out ‘‘any 
deals or compromises" on the 
inspection issue. 

With those words. Bill 


Richardson dismissed the im- 
plicit suggestion from the UN 

Secretary General, Kofi Annan, 

that some diplomatic fudging 
might be required. Baghdad 
had painted itself into a corner, 
Mr Annan told the BBC “but 


we should not insist on humil- 
iating them”. For the time be- 
ing however, humiliation seems 
exactly what Washington has in 
mind. If President Saddam 
“does not comply with the will 
of the international community, 


we must be prepared to act" , 
President Bill Clinton reiterated 
last night 

To bolster the threat the Ad- 
ministration claims it is suc- 
cessfully forging a war coalition 
of its own. At a stop in Qatar 


yesterday during his current 
tour of the region, the US De- 
fense Secretary William Co- 
hen declared that a “coalition 
is buDding” - a statement based 
on the agreement by the United 
Arab Emir ates and Oman to 


allow US tanke r aircraft to use 
their bases in support of an 
attack on Iraq. 

But the guts of that “coali- 
tion" remain almost exclusively 
Anglo-Saxon and “White Old 
Commonwealth". Australia and 


Cross-border support: 

Syrian Druie Arabs m ttoe. 

| OT eli occupied Gofcrn ^ . 

Heights demonstrate the*; 
backing for Saddam 

Hussein by holdtng to - 
portrait (right) and the ^ 

Iraqi fta*.andap^o^ 

Syrian President HafczMj, . 
Assad in defiance of \ 

0CCUP “ i0n Photograph: aNp t 


Canada having now given tbted 
blessing for military, . 

Within the European Union, . . 

onty Germany and Hofland art 

’ in favour of air strikes to putt. " 
ish President Saddam. Russia. .. 
China and France, the ; three 

other members of the Security 

Council, are all opposed. 

The comparative lack of 
international support for Wish- 
ington and London is the mam.- : 
reason why, against the odds, a ^ 
diplomatic solution may yet be 
found. Mr Cohen adamantly - . 
denied the US was in the grip ; 
of “wm fevei^, wh3e the Fieridi 
Foreign Minister, Hubert 
Vedrine, said that though the 
chances of a peaceful settlement 
were fading, France was “aqt. 

discouraged" by developments. 

For their part, the UN, Rnsr .. - 
sia and the Arab countries vow , 
to pursue every possible dijrto- 
matic avenue. Mr Annan s^ys 

he is ready to go to Baghdad to 
broker a deal, if the oatline of 
one emerges in the next few 
days. 

u If we maintain fundamen- 
talist positions all round, we will , 
not find a solution," he told the . • 
BBC. 

Even before the shooting ^ 
war begins however, it is having 
military repercussions. Turkish 
troops were reportedly fighting 
Kurdish guerrillas in a part of 
Northern Iraq not controlled by 
Saddam Hussein - apparently 
to forestall any mas influx of 
Kurdish refugees if the US 
attacks in the south. 


Cook seeks 
to head off 
MPs’ revolt 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Politxal Correspondent 

The Government is planning a 
full-scale debate next week to 
show a united front at the 
House of Commons and crush 
opposition to the threat of a 
renewed bombing campaign 
against Saddam Hussein s mil- 
itary might in Iraq. 

Robin Cook gave a dear sig- 
nal in the Commons that air 
strikes would be targeted at Sad- 
dam’s Republican Guard in an 
attempt to destroy his military 
support and bring about the 
overthrow of the Iraqi leader. 

The strongest call for action 
during a statement in the Com- 
mons came from John Major, 
the Prime Minister at the time 
of the Gulf War, who attacked 
Saddam as a “psychopath" and 
urged the allies to target the Re- 
publican Guard who had sus- 
tained the Iraqi leader in power. 

“Saddam has kept himself 
in power through fear and 
■force," the Foreign Secretary 


Operation Bolton alarms citizens of peaceful Lancashire town 



Robin Cook: 'Outstommlng 
Norman Schwarzkopf* 


said. “He should be under no 
illusion that if military action is 
taken, that power which keeps 
him in power will be hit hard." 

Mr Cook wants the Com- 
mons debate to show a united, 
cross-party alliance in support 
of the threatened action against 
Iraq, and The Independent has 

learned that Mr Cbok has asked 

the Leader of the House, Arm 
TUylor, to arrange an emer- 
gency debate next Tuesday in 

the Commons. 

The Foreign Secretary ts teen 
to use a vote in favour of action 


to increase the pressure on Sad- 
dam to back down, and to snuff 
out opposition, in spite of signs 
of a coalition at Westminster be- 
tween left-wing Labour MPs 
and hard right Tbries, who want 

to destroy Saddam, but share the 

scepticism of General Sir Peter 
de la Bflli&re, who commanded 
the British forces in the Gulf Wtr, 
about the military objectives of 
renewed air strikes. 

“There is an unholy alliance 
between the left and the Toiy 
right wing," said one prominent 
left-winger. 

Ministerial sources said Mr 
Cook is keen to show that the 
vast majority of MPs on both 
sides of the House supported 
the action. 

A member of the Campaign 
Group of left-wing Labour MPs 
estimated that only about 20 
Labour MPs will vote against 
the Government, and they are 
not expecting any Tory MPs to 
rebeL 

Mr Cook last week privately 
met leading left-wing dissidents, 
including Tbny Be no. Dennis 
Skinner, and George Galloway, 
who accused Mr Cook of 
“outstorming Norman Schwarz- 
kopf", the commander of the al- 
lied forces in the Gulf War, 
known as “Stormin’ Norman". 

The Tory leader, William 
Hague, has pledged his support 
to Tony Blair for action, if it is 
necessary, but Michael Howard, 
the shadow Foreign Secretary, 
warned that there was a danger 
of conflicting signals from the 
Government about the objec- 
tives of military action “ending 
in uncertainty" . 

Few MPs believed the opin- 
ion poll showing the public in 
favour of action. One Tory MP 
said: “I was on a phone-in show 
at the weekend and nearly 
everyone was against it.” 

There are also signs of a split 

between Britain and America 
oyer the strategy of returning to 
the United Nations for a fresh 
resolution to cany out the air 
raids. Mr Cook said the action 

was cove red by existing UN res- 
olutions, but he appeared to 
leave open the option of seek- 
ing a fresh mandate, backed by 

Japan, which the US is against 


Colin Brown 
and Esther 
Leach gauge 
responses to 
the Gulf War 
codename 


THE CITIZENS are proud of 
the Wanderers and Nat Loft- 
house, but the Lancashire mill 
town of Bolton would prefer 
not to go down in history as the 
British codename for a re- 
newed blitz on Saddam Hus- 
sein’s weapons of mass 
destruction in Iraq. 

“Why not call it Operation 
Second Chance, because that’s 
what it is, a second chance to 
deal with Saddam Hussein,” 
said housewife Phyllis Hamer. 
“I don’t think the name of 
Bolton or any other town or 
city should be used in this 
way, it’s just not appropriate. 
Bolton is not an aggressive 
town and I don’t like the idea 
of it being known for a military 
operation, however necessary 
it may be." 

Mrs Ham er was echoing the 
feelings of Bolton South East 
MP Brian Iddon who is raising 
the use of the name Operation 

Bolton with the Ministry of De- 
fence. The MoD says it chose 



Bolton: Its dtitaens would prfer not to go down in history os the codensme for an attack 


Photograph: Guzel tan 


the name at random- using a 
computer. 

“We have got pacifists who 
object to the name of a British 
town being linked to the nam e 
of a potential war. And we have 
a 20 per cent Muslim popula- 
tion in Bolton. I feel that to 
avoid any possible controver- 
sy, they should not have chosen 
a place-name," Mr Iddon told 
The Independent. 

Desert Storm - the code- 
name for the Gulf War to ex- 
pel Iraq from Kuwait - would 


have been all right. fc We have 
links to HMS Beaver. It could 
have been called Beaver, Ea- 
gle or anything other than 
Bolton," said Mr Iddon. And 
he does not agree with his lo- 
cal paper, the Bolton Evening 
News, that the town should be 
proud of seeing its name used 
for the operation. 

Others shared Mr Iddon’s 
concern. Frank Whittle, who 
works for an emergency break- 
down service, said the Gov- 
ernment should be sensitive to 


the different ethnic cultures in 
Bolton. He added: “Many 
Muslims live in Bolton and they 
may be upset that the name of 
their town is used for a m ili tary 
operation like this. Feelings do 
run high and it may cause 
some friction. 

“It is very important to 
some people and I don’t think 
the Government appreciates 
what something as simple as 
this can mean. We should think 
of something else, nothing to 
do with any town or city but 


perhaps something military.” 

Some Muslims were of- 
fended. College student Asif 
PateL 17, said: “Of course it’s 
insensitive. There are many 
Muslims who live bere in 
Bolton and the Government 
should realise that.” 

But Ahmed Patel, 46, a busi- 
nessman, said although h was 
insensitive it was not important. 
He said: “I have talked to many 
people and we are agreed. We 
are British first and will support 
Britain in any conflict. But we 


don’t want any war especially 
against a Muslim country and 
hope the dispute will be settled 
without one." 

“You may as well call it Op- 
eration Rice Pudding for the 
difference it makes. It's just not 
important,’’ said Craig Antho- 
ny, a shop assistant. “It’s not gp 1 . 
ing to make any difference to 
Bolton's reputation, except 
give the town a higher profile 
maybe, especially if the militaiy - ; j . 
action is successful but other- 
wise it's just a name." 

Norman and Evelyn Ward, 
strolling past the town’s war 
memorial, said they were con- 
cerned about the link between . 
military action and Bolton be- 
cause the town’s heritage and 
reputation was important. 

“It’s a town known for its 
mills, an industrial town, not one 
that goes to war or has an ag- 
gressive nature," said Mr V&rd, 

66. “I don’t think any town or 
city should be used as a name 
for something like this." 

Mrs Ward, 63. added: “I 
hope Bolton doesn't end up as 
a target It’s a bit like tempting 
fate, isn’t it?” 


Bishops express concern at escalation of war fever 


By Kim Sengupta 


Fight Punch of England bishops have 
publicly expressed their fears that 
Britain and the United States may be 
hurtling towards an armed conflict 
with Iraq which could lead to large 
scale civilian casualties and could not 
be morally justified . 

The views expressed in a letter to 
The Independent newspaper by the se- 
nior clerics is the first sign of the op- 
position and concern among those in 
the hierarchy of the church to what 
is seen as increasing war fever in Lon- 
don and Washington, and the bel- 
ligerent attitude of the governments 
of the two countries. 

A peace rally to be held at 
Westminster in central London to- 
morrow night is expected to draw a 
large crowd. It will be addressed 
by Members of Parliament, show 


business personalities and members 
of a number of religious denomina- 
tions. Labour MPs George Galloway 
and Tam Dalyell say that they 
have received hundreds of letters of 
support. 

An opinion poll published yester- 
day showed that among all age groups 
support for British imolvement in mil- 
itary action was 56 per cent, with 32 
per cent against. Among those aged 
between 18 and 24, support was even 
higher, with 65 per cent in favour of 
militaiy involvement and 22 per cent 
against 

However, those arguing against air 
strikes feel that the war lobby has so 
far won the debate almost by default, 
and the time has now come to pre- 
sent the case for peace. 

The letter to this newspaper is 
signed by Rowan Williams, Bishop of 
Monmouth; Peter Price, Bishop of 


Kingston; Barry Morgan, Bishop of 
Bangor, Wilfred Wood, Bishop of 
Croydon; John Austin, Bishop of 
Aston; Christopher Mayfield, Bishop 
of Manchester, Graham James, Bish- 
op of St Germain; William Ind, Bish- 
op of Truro; Jack Nicholls, Bishop of 
Sheffield and Peter Selby, Bishop of 
Worcester. 

It says: "As Anglican bishops we 
are concerned about the present di- 
rection of British and American pol- 
icy on Iraq. We share the concern of 
the British and American govern- 
ments that every effort be made to 
stop - or at least limit - the damage 
being done by Saddam Hussein’s 
regime to his regime and the stabil- 
ity of the entire region. However, any 
action that will involve large-scale 
civilian casualties in Iraq leaves the 
Western nations in a weak moral po- 
sition. What is more, military inter- 


vention by Western nations is likely 
to reinforce the already deep military 
mistrust of the West". 

The bishops state that they are not 
objecting “from a pacifist position” 
but from a common concern to urge 
government to search more actively 
for alternatives to violence, and to 
seek to work with international con- 
sensus rather than allowing any kind 
of "superpower” mentality to make 
the running. 

According to the Chnrch of Eng- 
land, the senior churchmen had 
thought long and hard about be- 
coming involved in the growing con- 
troversy because they did not want to 
be seen to be interfering in the po- 
litical arena. However, it was felt in 
the end that their views should be put 
to the public. The letter states: “ We 
raise these points on the basis of 
Christian conviction that innocent cit- 


izens have the right not to become the 
target of threats of violence". 

The bishops ask the Government 
to consider that militaiy action not en- 
dorsed by the United Nations Secu- 
rity Council might weaken the 
credibility of the UN in the Arab 
world: not all options have been ex- 
hausted SO as to justify the launching 
of war and since the exact locations 
of chemical and biological production 
centres are not known, there is no cer- 
tainty of knowing that they have 
been eliminated. 

The rally tomorrow night is due to 
be be attended or receive the support 
of, among others, the writer Harold 
Pinter, historian Antonia Fraser, ac- 
tress Vanessa Redgrave, producer; 
Thelma Holt, writer and director 
Alan Rickman, and former members 
of the diplomatic service. 

Letter, page 20 
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a huge force takes shape in the Gulf 
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Warships and warplanes: the deadly assembly poised to attack 


Nicholas von 
Herberstein reports on 
the hi-tech armada 
circling in the Gulf 

COALITION forces are poised to sirike at 
Saddam Hussein. Once again a powerful 
armada of military hardware is being as- 
sembled in the Guif to re-enforce the diplo- 
matic negotiations between Iraq and the 
j United Nations. 

ll is a huge and deadly assembly. The 
United States Navy air wings alone are ca- 
pable of delivering just under ten million 
pounds of bombs and missiles. The fleet it- 
self has 600 vertical-launch system cells 
available, all of which can fire Tomahawk 


Cruise missiles. Yet the forces that are 
assembled are only a fraction of the the to- 
tal dial were involved during the 1990-1991 
Gulf War. 

In 1991. the coalition had JJflO strike 
aircraft. 90 warships, six aircraft carriers, 
approximately 5U0.0Q0 land forces and 
2,500 tanks. This time, it is a much small- 
er force - about a third of the aircraft and 
ships, and a far smaller land component. 
On the one hand there are virtually no 
ground forces assembled, because this 
time the intention is to deliver an air at- 
tack, noL a land invasion: on Lhe other. Sau- 
di Arabia has, to date, noi given its support 
to the US. and no operations will be con- 
ducted from Saudi soil. 

British forces arc of enormous political 
significance, yet militarily they are but a 
small component ot the much larger group. 
Britain has at present the aircraft carrier 
HMS / minciNe . with eight Sea Harriers and 


seven RAF Harriers, who are supported by 
the frigate HMS Coventry, the destroyer 
HMS NtXtinyjunn, and the supply- ships RjFA 
Buyleuf and Fort l Icioriu. Further British 
personnel arc in Kuwait, with eight Tornado 
GRI and their support crews. Two VC-10 
tankers and a company of Royal Engineers 
complete the British force. 

America has the largest military con- 
tingent by far in the Gulf, with 15,000 navy 
and 7,1(10 airforce personnel. The combined 
forces present a very powerful and capa- 
ble force with two carrier groups, part of 
the US 5th Fleet. 

The aircraft carrier USS George Wash- 
ington and the USS Independence boast 103 
strike aircraft comprised of F-14s, F 18s and 
EA-bB aircraft. According to a US Navy 
statement, a carrier airwing typically in- 
cludes 4.600,000 pounds of air-launched 
missiles, laser-guided bombs, general pur- 
pose bombs and other ammunition. 


Added to the carrier groups, there are 
two cruisers and four destroyers that are 
Tomahawk-capable. Two guided missile 
frigates and attack submarines complete the 
immediate offensive package available to 
the LIS Navy. 

En route to the Gulf are an additional 
4.000 Special Operations Marines from the 
1 1th and 24th Marine Expeditionary Units 
who arc reinforced by- a complement of AV- 
SB harriers. Super Cobra A luck heli- 
copters and other support helicopters. The 
US Navy also has an elite US Navy Seal team 
and other military diving units in the Gulf. 

The US Airforce has approximately 250 
aircraft in units stationed around the region 
which are comprised of FI 17 Stealth 
planes. B-52 and B1 bombers, as well as 3n 
undisclosed complement of F-15 3nd F16 
strike planes 

Washington has had problems bringing 
political support to bear. But the US and 


Britain do not stand alone, and other allies 
have offered their support. The Australian 
prime minister. John Howard, announced 
yesterday that he would send 250 person- 
nel, including 1 10 Special Air Service com- 
mandos, for Search and Rescue operations 
to support the US: “If it does become nec- 
essary for a United States-led coalition to 
use force, then Australia has decided it wifl 
make a contribution to that effort,” he said. 
And Jean Chretien, the Canadian prime 
minister, said that Canada was sending a 
frigate, two Hercules transport aircraft 
and 300 to 400 troops to the Gulf. 

Several Gulf states, with Saudi Arabia 
being the notable exception, have given po- 
litical support to the coalition forces as well 
as providing logistical support by making 
air-bases and infrastructure available. 

The Americans have pre-positioned 
stores of supplies and munitions in the Gulf 
state of Oman. Muscat has told William Co- 


hen, the US Secretary of Defense, that the 
US would be welcome to station 23 sup- 
port aircraft on its territories. Five of 
those planes are KC-10 refuelling tankers. 
Six B-52 bombers will be based on the 
British island of Diego Garda in the Indi- 
an OceaD. and the refuelling facility will help 
them cany out long-range operations. 

The lack of ground forces underlines that 
this will be an operation with limited ob- 
jectives: we are not about to see a rerun of 
1991. But to reassure its allies, the US has 
some ground troops in lhe region. Kuwait 
has an additional US military unit: a bat- 
talion task force of the 3rd Brigade, a 3rd 
Infantry division is currently on Operation 
Intrinsic Action with air defence, as well as 
its usual infantry, mechanised infanny and 
reconnaissance capabilities. The 3rd In- 
fantry Division earned its fame in the Gulf 
War when it spear-headed the US 7 th Corps 
attack against the Iraqi Republican Guard. 
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With so many offers, claims and counter 
claims in the papers, what do. you believe? 

Well, since July 1997 we have stuck by 
this promise: we will save you money, when 
you compare your Cable & Wireless phone 
bill to BT including PremierUne 
and Friends & Family 


. Just a promise to 

save you money on your 

home phone bill. 


And if we don’t save you money? Well, then 
we give you back double the difference.* 

This promise still holds. And it is sail unique 
to Cable & Wireless. 

So why not find out how much you could 
save on your call bill? Ring us now on 
FreeCall 0500 500 366, quoting RINDNS. 
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Clinton 
must wait 
as Monica 
decides 


By John Carlin in Washington 


IT HAS to be a burden to be 24 
years old and realise that the fate 
of the leader of the most pow- 
erful nation on earth could de- 
pend on your word, on a choice 
at once simple and harrowing 
between responding to a straight 
question with a yes or a no. 

Monica Lewinsky's burden 
is made heavier by the knowl- 
edge that if she refuses to 
make the choice, if she declines 
to answer at aO, her own fate 
is in the balance. While Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton would remain 
at the White House, she could 
be in jail. 

Ms Lewinsky, the former 
White House trainee caught in 
the eye of the biggest political 
storm since Watergate, has 
been summoned to appear be- 
fore the grand jury in Wash- 
ington tomorrow to answer 
questions about her relationship 
with the presideni- 


While she has indicated that 
she would refuse to answer 
questions before the grand 
jury, invoking her Fifth Amend- 
ment right to protect herself 
against self-incrimination, she 
would still not be off the hook. 
For if die takes the Fifth, Ken- 
neth Starr, the independent 
counsel investigating the pres- 
ident's alleged misdemeanours, 
would have the legal authority 
to oompel her to testify under 
limited immunity. In such an 
event the statements she made 
to the grand jury could not be 
used against her in a court of 
law, but she would remain 
open to criminal charges based 
on any other evidence Mr Starr 
might obtain. 

Such evidence might include 
testimony from Ashley Raines, 
a close friend of hers from the 
White House who, according to 
Newsweek, confirmed earlier 
reports before the grand juiy 
last week that the president had 



left messages on Ms Lewinsky's 
answering machine. 

Should Ms Lewinsky turn 
down limited immunity, should 
she still persist in her refusal to 
co-operate with Mr Starr, he 
would then be in a position to 
charge her with contempt of 
court The consequence of that, 


in all probability, would be jafl. 

“She is not going to jafl,” her 
lawyer, William Ginsburg, de- 
clared on Monday. •‘Nobody’s 
going to abuse her. Tm not go- 
ing to let that happen." 

To that end Mr Ginsburg was 
expected to file an urgent mo- 
tion in court yesterday aimed at 


squashing the subpoena requir- 
ing his client to appear be/bre the 
grand jury, a fact-finding body in- 
vested in this matter with the au- 
thority to establish the legal 
plausibility of Mr Starr's case 
against the president 

Ms Lewinsky could have 
got away scot-free had she 


agreed to co-operate fully with 
Mr Starr in exchange for an of- 
fer of total immunity from per- 
jury charges arising from what, 
according to all indications, 
was the false affidavit she gave 
lawyers prosecuting Paula 
Jones’ sexual harassment suit 
against the president In the af- 


fidavit she denied having sex 
with the president Logically, 
that must have been a Ue for 
otherwise it would be a mystery 
why Mr Ginsburg should have 
spent the last three weeks en- 
gaged in exhaustive negotia- 
tions with Mr Starr over an 
imm unity deal, why Mr Gins- 


personal politics: President 
Clinton working in the. 
Oval Office yesterday \ : - 
Photograph: AFP 


burg should even be cornea*-, 
plating the notion that Ms 
Lewinsky could end up in jail. 
According to the pletbora of - 
leaks, Ms Lewinsky was pre- 
pared to acknowledge under, 
oath that she did indeed have 
a sexual relationship with the 
president, in direct contradic- 
tion of his vehement public de- 
nials and his legal denial when 
he himself testified under oath 

before Paula Jones' lawyers. 

Such an admission alone 
bow Ms Lewinsky would expose 
Mr Clinton to a possible pcrjuiy 
charge. But Mr Starr was- 
greedy. He made it dear to Mr 
Ginsburg that he would only- 
grant his client full immunity if 
the testified that the president, 

in collaboration with his close 
friend and Washington power- 
lawyer Vernon Jordan, had gone 
aut of their way to persuade her 
to lie to Ms Jones' lawyers. 
Aimed with that testimony from 
Ms Lewinsky, Mr Starr would be 
in a position to bring cases of 
subornation of perjury or ob- 
struction of justice against the 
president and his friend. Where- 
upon the possibility of im- 
peachment hearings on Caphdl 
Kill would become very real 
In the event that Ms Lewtn- 
iky agrees to testify under hmit- 
?d immunity that she did have 
sexual relations with the presi- 
dent, the White House would 


China averts rights row with US and expels dissident 


By Teresa Poole in Raking 


China has deflected a potential human- 
rights flare-up with Washington by ex- 
pelling a US-based dissident who sneaked 
back into the country under a false name. 
The events yesterday meant Peking bad 
opted to dispose of the problem as quick- 
ly as possible rather than make an exam- 
ple of the man. Wang Eingzhang, a 


pro-democracy campaigner, was arrested 
in Anhui province on Friday after enter- 
ing China last month. On Monday he was 
put on an plane in Shanghai for Los An- 
geles. “China is like a boil. On the outside 
the skin is smooth but on the inside it is 
full of pus," he told Reuters bom the US. 
Three mainland dissidents who were ar- 
rested after meeting Mr Wang have also 
been released. 


China’s leaders probably decided they 
had more to lose by taking a bard line 
against Mr Wang, who has lived in the US 
for 15 years but does not have citizenship. 
His case has overshadowed the arrival this 
week of three US religious leaders on an 
unprecedented fact-finding mission offered 
by President Jiang Zemin during his 
Washington summit in October. Peking is 
trying to improve its image before next 


month's UN Human Rights Commission 
meeting in Geneva, when European coun- 
tries and the US decide whether to renew 
the annual attempt to condemn China. In 
January, Peking invited the UN's top rights 
official Mary Robinson, to visit, but do 
date has been fixed. In Los Angeles, Mr 
Wing, who had not set foot in China since 
1978. said: “How the Communist Party 
handled my case can serve as a reference 


for other pro-democracy activists who want 
to return to China. Their swift decision 
could be a sign that the Communist Par- 
ty' is adopting new ways and becoming 
more open." But be was scathing in his as- 
sessment of political stability on the main- 
land. “People lack morals. Cheating and 
lies are everywhere. The Communist Par- 
ty'. government, military, police, prosecu- 
tors and judges are all corrupt and things 


are only getting worse. Something big will 
happen in China in the next few years. If 
we don't come back now to make prepa- 
rations For the founding of a new state, the 
democratic movement wifl lose another op- 
portunity." Mr Wang to thinned he entered 
China with the idea of founding an op- 
position group: he wanted to attract gov- 
ernment cadTes. entrepreneurs and 
workers. 


THE INDEPENDENT 



Bluebird 


THE INDEPENDENT lNDEf Fl^p ENT 
Valid between Saturday February 7ch and Friday February Bth 

Name 

Address 


Thl* voucher entitles the hotter and aH imrnben erf cMr booking bo 
partapan bi The IndependentfConran Restaurants DO Hindi offer 


£10 Conran lunch 
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ON SUNDAY 

The Independent and Independent on Sunday in association with Terence Conran are 

delighted to offer readers the opportunity to enjoy lunch or early evening supper at The Independent offer is available at 

six of London's top restaurants throughout January and February for £t0 the following restaurants: 

Bluebird 350 King's Road. London, SN3 5UU 
0171 55 Q 1000 . " 

Lunch 1 2noon -3pm. eariy evening supper 6pm - 7pm 
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From Monday January 5th until Saturday February 28th, the following 
establishments are offering readers a two course lunch or early evening supper for 

just £10 per person. ' 

{How to Book 

To participate in die offer simply collect one token (tokens will be printed every day until Sat- 
urday February 28th) and then telephone the restaurant of your choice quoting yourself as an 
- Independent diner. On your arrival at the restaurant you should present your colon in order, 
to qualify for the offer. Each token is valid for a complete table booking. The tokens will be 
valid for one week only, and will be dated accordingly. To continue to participate in the offer, 
simply collect a token from the week in which- you wish to dine. Pre-boo fang is essential and 
• all bookings are subject to availability. • 

A special discount is available on selected Items in the Bluebird and Le Pont de fa Tour shops . 
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' closed Saturday lunchtime, open Sunday 1 2pm - 4pm 
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• . 6AL :/ •• . 

0171 930 6767V,. 
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Zinc Bar 8r. Grill 2j HecWon Street. London. WIR7LF 
QI7I~25S 8899 . ; V . 

The special 3 course menu is available between i2noon and 
.... '. ; 7pm " •• I.',- 
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I Ipm* 
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Le Pen losing grip on control of the fat* right 

.lection. 


Th e long struggle for 
succession in the NFhas 
begun. John Lichfield 
in Paris reports 

§§§§= 

Minister at centre of 
French language row 
is brought to book 


has been seriously weakened inside his 
own party in recent days. Firstly, he appears 
to have given up a long struggle in prevent 
the emergence of his<fe facia number two, 
Bruno M egret, as his all-but-anoinlcd 
heir-apparent. 

Secondly, one of the other senior fig- 
ures in the part)' - its only sitting MP - has 
delivered a stinging snub to Mr Lc Pen be- 
fore a cheering FS audience. Jean-Marie 
Le Chevallier, deputy for Toulon, was dis- 
qualified by the French Constitutional 
Council last week for financial irregulari- 


ties in his campaign last May. He then an- 
nounced. to an FN youth conference, that 
his wife. Cendrine, also a rising power in 
the party, would run to succeed him. 

Woree, he let it be known that he had 
first offered the chance to re-win the seal 
in a by-election this spring lo Mr Le Pen 
himself. He revealed that the President of 
the NF. notoriously reluctant to put him- 
self directly into the electoral firing-line, had 
turned the offer down. The two develop- 
ments. taken together, have been interpreted 
both inside the NF and outside as the be- 


ginning of the long anticipated struggle for 
succession: Mr Le Pen is 70 in June. 

Mr Megrct presents himself as the po- 
tentially respectable face of the far right, 
who could forge alliances - mayte even &>v- 
emmenLs - with the traditional centre-right 
panics. But he is hated by many in the par- 
ty and accused by some as being more ide- 
ologically extreme, in private, than Mr Le 
Pen. Mr Le Chevallier, a former member 
of the centre-right UDF, may fancy his 
chances of emerging as a compromise can- 
didate to lead the French ultra right into 


the new miRennimn. No CWI J i m0 * a ?2 
Mr Le Pen is likely before the next Presi 

deniial election in 2002. . 

But political --JSS 

have noted a sharp change : mMr ^ 
public utterances on Mr k ^ le( v 

weks. Where previously he had 

even insulted, his number two mpuWfc ™ 

Lel^toklaradio interviewer re^t^t 

he could envisage biro as hisa^^,, 

described him asa “very ranaricableman 

Tl^e legal and electoral esimts ji^ 

are a case of history repeating ttselt Mr “e- 


• v **"* electkm ’ 

*^ h ^ h ^d losL^declared voW. 

‘ e ^rSe was that Mr Le Pen 
■ to run in Vitroiles per- 

“Swte decision has wbe raffied 

&SSSiS 3 ^‘- ta “ 

presented with a/«< accompli . 


DOES THE French education 
minister know her French 
grammar? Apparently noL 
French primary school 
jf*. pupds spend hours learning 
the complexities of grammar 
and spelling and, in particular, 
how e’s and s's should be added 
to adjectives and participles 
which agree with female or 
plural nouns and pronouns, 
S6gol£ne Royal, minister in 
charge of primary school edu- 
cation, made two glaring blun- 
ders in seven lines - missing out 
an “e” and then an “s" - in an 
official letter reproduced tri- 
umphantly in Le Figaro yester- 
day. 1 

The errors were all the more 
embarrassing because the min- 
. ister is in the midst of a political- 
linguistic argument with the 
august guardian of the purity of 
the French language, the 
Academie Franqaise. She is one 



S£gotene Royal: Press seized 
on her grammatical gaffes 


of several women io the Jospin 
government who insists on call- 
ing herself Id ministry. Ministry is 
a masculine word and should 
properly always be le minisnv, 
whatever the gender of the min- 
ister concerned. 

Several members of the 
Academie Franqaisc wrote to 
President Jacques Chirac last 
month asking him to stamp 
out the iniquitous usage of la 
minisine. Ms Royal responded 
that the academicians were, to 
paraphrase her French, a bung 
of sexist, linguistic stick-in-thc- 
muds. 

Imagine, then, the wicked de- 
light with which Maurice Druon. 
a member of the academy, nov- 
elist and former Gaullisl minis- 
ter for culture, received a copy 
of a letter written by Ms Royal 
last month to a historian in Nan- 
cy. “Two huge errors in seven 
lines ... what a sad example of 
the decline of our schools**, Mr 
Druon wrote triumphantly in a 
commentary alongside a fac- 
simile of the offending missive 
in Le Figaro. 

He said he accepted that the 
letter had probably been typed 
by a secretary but should not the 
education minister check her 
letters for spelling mistakes? 
Horror upon horrors. Ms Ray- 
a's letter to the historian was an 
admission that she had mixed up 
two events in French religious his- 
tory which are almost 1,000 
years apart. — John UdtfMd 
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Four shot dead at 
German borders 
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man shot his way 

IdDingone German and one Swiss agent 
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ly as German customs agents were s 68 ”* 
L a bus en route from Afrna Ata. Two 

ton agents were 

to arrest him. • 

Freetown fighting 

Panic broke out in the Sierra Leone capi- 
tal Freetown yesterday as fighting between 
the local array and Vtest African peace-keep- 
ers drew closer to the city centre. 

Residents said ground fighting had 
reached the western districts of the city. 

The commander of the Ecomog peace- 
keeping force confirmed an offensive by his 
troops to evict the military junta which top- 
pled tbe elected government last May. 

— Reuters, Freetown 

Hostage freed 

The release of a kidnapped businessman 
reignited debate over an Italian law block- 
ing the payment of multi-million dollar ran- 
soms. Sardinian kidnappers freed Giuseppe 
Soffiantini on Monday night after 237 
days during which they cut off part of both 
his ears and demanded 10 billion lire 
(£3.4m). Despite a law which discourages 
kidnappings by freezing the assets of a vic- 
tim's family, Mr Soffiantini s captors pock- 
eted five billion lire. — Reuters, Rome 


Yeltsin preaches anti-war 
line to sympathetic Italy 


By Phil Reeves in Moscow 

HE WAS doddery on his feet 
and sometimes befuddled, 
which is par for the course 
when Boris Yeltsin ventures 
abroad these days. Yet the 
Russian president firmly held 
bis political ground in Rome 
yesterday with a warning that 
bombing Iraq could produce a 
-big conflagration’'. 

During a day marred by 
minor slips and fleeting mo- 
ments of confusion, Mr Yeltsin 
made clear he is unrepentant 
about his operatic predictions 
last week that the crisis could 
precipitate a third world war. A 
consummate headline-grabber, 
his overall aim is to use the Iraq 
rrkk to restore some of Russia’s 
diplomatic clout globally, and 
outshine other opponents of 
military action, notably France 
and China. 

But his aides were yesterday 
purs uing a more short term g03l 
- piloting the 67-year-old pres- 
ident through his first foreign 


outing since his last bout of ill- 
ness over Christmas. They 
painfully recall his last disastrous 
trip to Sweden in December, 
when he made impromptu 
offers of nuclear disarmament, 
chastised officials in front of the 
Swedish king and appeared, at 
one point, to believe he was in 
Norway. 

No sooner bad he set foot in 
Italy on Monday than he man- 
aged another gaffe by dedaring 
that Russia bad persuaded the 
United Nations Secretary Gen- 
eral, Kofi Annan, to go to 
Baghdad. Yesterday be sought 
to extract himself from tbe 
muddle, claiming that Mr An- 
nan had second thoughts after 
coming under political pressure. 
Overall, however, Mr Yeltsin 


nas gui uio --o 

in Italy. He foresaw a “poshar , 
or fire, he warned, at a joint 
press conference with the Ital- 
ian Prime Minister, Romano 
prodi, That is what isworrying 
both of us.” 

Yesterday evening Mr 


Yeltsin headed for a photo- 
opportunity which promised to 
make his point even more re- 
soundingly - an audience (his 
second) with Pope John Paul 11, 
who concurs with his views on 
Iraq. Mr Yeltsin wfll have been 
acutely aware of the impact of 
sharing a camera shot with the 
77-year-old pontiff, and show- 
ing the worid that they have 
more in common than feme, 
poor health, and experience of 
life under Soviet Communism. 

However, the meeting is 
unlikely to have been entirely 
amicable. Relations between 
the Russian Orthodox and Ro- 
man Catholic churches - which 
have been locked in a feud that 
dates back to the Great Schism 
of 1054 - have worsened 
since the end of the Soviet 
Union. 

In particular, the Vatican is 
fuming over Russia’s legislation 
on freedom of conscience, 
which Mr Yeltsin signed into law 
last year, ignoring a personal 
written plea by the Pope. The 


law recognises Russia’s tradi- 
tional religions - Orthodoxy, 
Judaism, Buddhism and Islam 
- but imposes potentially 
restrictive conditions on 
newcomers. 

Its critics say that in Russia 
it is not the letter of the law that 
matters but tbe message it con- 
veys to officialdom. So, while 
Catholics have so far not felt any 
direct impact, it is no coinci- 
dence that their priests are 
now experiencing bureaucratic 
difficulties getting Russian visas. 

Despite this, tbe opening of 
a dialogue with Orthodoxy is 
one of the few remaining am- 
bitions of John Paul’s papacy. 
It is, however, one he is unlikely 

to fulfil. His hopes were dealt 
a p ainf ul blow in 1996 when tbe 
Russian Patriarch, Alexei 11, 
cancelled a planned meeting af- 
ter pressure from hardcore con- 
servative clerics. The latter 
resent tbe Polish pontiff for his 
catalytic role in the evolution of 
Solidarity and the eventual 
collapse of the Soviet Union. 


Shevardnadze blames attack on oil politics 


By Phil Reeves 


-HLESS and hugely 

alitics of Caspian oS 

neath the latest at- 

is life, tbe shaken but 

Georgian president 
evaidnadze, daim^ 


:hine : guns and 
; indicated - that he 
temational terror” 
d by reactionary 
[et elements wfao 
million-strong re- 
ependence. “They 
^Afghanistan, the 
European libera- 
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almost certain to 
rtii> mute for a 


fromneighbouiingAffirMaB Chilton rftS question 

I0 Turkey, mdto «•£> grt (0 ^ truosportattaiof 

of fttf on the : Blacky o3 ^ugh Georgia." said the 
Jostling for the route 70-vear-old president, 

promises he ^ re fof The attack, which left three 

tairi& .h a sbeenuDdCTway^ ^ served as a re- 

months, Her of the volatility of the 

Russians who want rt to which erupted into 


civil war during the break-up of 
the Soviet Union but has been 
relatively peaceful since tbe 
last attempt on Mr Shevard- 
nadze’s life in August 1995. 

Despite cries of indignation 
from Boris Yeltsin and his for- 
eign minister, Yevgeny Pri 
makov, Monday's attack will 
sour relations with Moscow. 

These are already strained by iD 

fe eling over Russia’s role in the 
br eaka way region of Abkhazia 
and the presence of Russian mil- 
itaiy bases on Georgian soil. 

Tbilisi also blames elements 
in Moscow for sheltering Igor 
Giorgadze, Mr Shevardnadze s 
former security chief, whom 
Georgia accuses of master- 
minding the previous attempt 
on the president's life. Georgia’s 
parliament has demanded in- 
vestigation into the attack be 


a £ 5,000 

LOAN FOR ONLY 
£89 A MONTH 




poller yourself with a Mercantile Credit Loan 


With a Mercantile Credit loan, you not 
only get good value but also the 
certainty of a fixed rate - whatever 
happens to interest rates in the future. 


quick decision. 
And we’re open 



. Msif % 

every day ol the \ !&* * 

• ** 

week, from 8am to ^5*. 


\ 


Amount 
of Loan 

Monthly Rewy mn By Term | 

36 Mths 

60 Mths 

84 Mths 

APR 

£5,000 

£166.69 

£111.87 

£88.95 

12.9% 

£10.000 

£333.46 

£223.84 

£178.00 

12.9% 


You can borrow’ anything from £500 to 
£15,000 and we’ll give you up to seven 
years to pay us back. You don’t need any 
deposit or security. We’ll give you a 

PHONE FOR A FAST LOAN - QUOTING REF 8627 

0800 111 777 


9pm weekdays and 
9am to 7pm on weekends. 

So, if you are over 25, in regular 
employment and have an annual 
income of £10,000 or more, make thal 
free phone call now! 


4 E RC ANT I LE 


C REDIT 


majors bank pic nuous as mercantile credit, registered ohhce m lombard 

STREET. IQS DOS EC3P 3AH. Ri BISTER® IN ENGLAND AEG Id 1(08167. BARCLAYS BANK 
PIG IS A MEMBER OF THE BAJKtW OMBUDSMAN SCHEME LOANS ARE HOT AVAILABLE 
TO PERSONS UNDER 25 YEARS OF AGE. SUB«T TO STATUS PLEASE NOTE THAI SONS 
GAUI BUT BE RECQRBH] OH TMMITfflEB FOR TRMUNG PURPOSES. MERCANTILE CREDIT. 
FREEPOST. P0BDX3B1. LIVERPOOL LG9 EJ. WRITTEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE OH REQUEST 
FROM THIS ADDRESS. TYPICAL EXAMPLE LOAN OF ESJH0 REPAID OVER H M0NIHS. 
MONTHLY REPAYMENT £88.95. TOTAL REPAYABLE £7,471.00 TIE APR IS RttO AT 12. BY. 


Pleas* rniponra me today by SsndifiQ me de&fc d you* Dersonal bare, 
ISeod cmupteed coupon lo UaLBTltftl CnxB. PQ Box 117. fflEEPOST SFA0521 
Crawley. West Suss* RHT0 2BR. Mo sttmp raqulied.) 


tenn 


8527 


Address 


Postcode 


Telephone 






THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY H FEBRUARY 1«*8 

14 


14/ROYAL ALBU MS 






Pictures that show how Edward love 
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Edward’s younger brothers Bertie and George 


PRINCE EDWARD’S 
PRIVATE SOUVENIR 
1912-14 
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Mary Bertie and Edw ard, ^ "" 

of George Vis family in more informal mood than has ever 
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Edward and Harry) was ‘WoodecT 
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Harry, later Duke of Gloucester, the first of the 
Royal Family to go to school 





George V, 

Lady Hertford, 
Queen Mary 
and Edward's 
brother George, 
the future Duke 
of Kent 
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Love affair which ended in a sad exile 


Paul Vallely 

looks at a 
remarkable family 
record 


r WAS the greatest love story 
f the centuiy. In 1936 the most 
ligible bachelor in the world, 
ling Edward VIC, after less 
lan a year as British monarch, 
bdicated before he could be 
rowned. He had fallen in love 
rath an unknown American di- 
orc6e who was not generally 
:onsidered beautiful . Yet the 
Jng gave up his throne and an 
:mpire to marry her. 

But the story went sour. Af- 
er the Abdication, Edward 
noved to France, where he 
carried his beloved. Wallis 
Simpson, and although the new 
king, George VI, made Ed- 
ward the Duke of Windsor he 
refused to extend to the new 
duchess the rank of “Her Roy- 
al Highness" - even as four 
decades later that title was to be 
removed from Diana, Princess 
of Wales an her divorce from 
the present Heir Apparent For 
more than 30 years the Wind- 
sors lived a sad exile. 

Small wonder that on the 
Duke’s death in 1972 the 
Duchess gave away her hus- 
band’s photograph album con- 
taining the most intimate 
pictures yet seen of the family 
which had spumed her, in- 
cluding as h did so many photo- 
graphs of the new monarch, 
Georce VI - the father of our 
present Queen - who appears 
frequently in the album ca^- 

Jed.mU.eDukc’SOWBtad, 

under the family name Berne - 
After more than a decade in 
cd.thefam.crmo^d.*^ 


I Queen Victoria, m.Prince Albert 

J , 

i 

King Edward VII 
m Alexandra of Denmark 

King deorge V 
m Mary of Teck 

| 

T 1 

Prince Arthur Princess Beatrice 

Duke of Connaught 

i 

further issue 

— -i 

1 

Edward bom 1894 
Known os David 

Prince ofWafe s 1910 

King Edward VIII 1936 
Duke of Windsor 1936-72 

1 

Albert bom 1895 
Known as Berfife 
Duke of York 1923 
King George VI 
1936-52 

l 

Harry bom 
1900 

Later Duke of 
Qouster 

1 

George bom 
1902 

Duke of Kent 

1 

John 1905-19 

Epileptic son 
hidden from public 
view 


lique set of memoirs, which 


: serialised in Life magazine 


and then published in a book, A 
fang's Story. It contained a few 
photographs from the album - 
but none was the more intimate 
shots which will appear over the 
next five days in The Independad. 

Today’s selection, which 
were taken when the future king 
was around the age of 18, reveal 
the first signs in the thawing of 
the glacial royal reticence and 
aloofness which was the hall- 
mark of the Victorian era. Ev- 
idence of the old rigidity was all 

around the young Edward. The 

photographs are peopled with 
stiff aunts encased in gowns of 
starch and whalebone, includ- 
ing Edward’s great aunt, 
princess Beatrice, daughter’of 
Queen Victoria and the curse 
of historians since she took her 
mother’s diaries, copied out 
the parts she considered edify- 
ing and burned the rest. Even 
in supposedly informal mo- 
ments men like Lord Kitchen- 
er, pictured the year before he 
took up the post of Secretary of 
Slate for War, appear with 
spines of ramrod iron. And 
men like Lord Farquhar (who, 
whisper it quietly, later ab- 
sconded with a large amount of 

other people’s money) give no 


trace of impropriety in their 
bearing or countenance. 

It was a world in which the 
women confined themselves to 
the lawn or the gravelled drive 
while the men. ill-equipped in 
tweed jackets with collars 
turned up, climbed to the tops 
of siow-blown mountains rode 
to hounds or set out in stag- 
hunting parties — Edward s 
younger brother George (the 


Tomorrow: The 
death of innocence 
and a sudden war 


father of the present Duke of 
Kent) is pictured, his forehead 
smeared, after being “blooded” 
on one such outing. The setting 
was the family’s massive Scot- 
tish estate which, in the impe- 
rial nomenclature of the age, 
was recorded as -Balmoral, 
NB"; the abbreviation stood for 
North Britain in an era when 


provoked incomprehension- 
It was also a worid which left 

its mark on young Edward. His 

George V was the incar- 
nation of the old worid of order 

and stability, obsessed with tra- 
dition, propriety, decorum and 


kind-hearted, a martinet in his 

treatment of his son and hear. Ed- 
ward's mother was evidently de- 
ficient in the normal maternal 

instincts. Neither were easpy able 

to communicate with their chil- 
dren, who consequently suffered 
from a lack of human warmth and 
encouragement in early life. The 
man chosen to be the bey’s tutor, 

Henry Peter Hansefl, was sup- 
posed to make up fbrwhal his par- 
ents lacked: a good chap, and a 
gpod shot, he was a fairly hope- 
less tutor. Edward though an in- 
telligent and curious.chDd with a 
powerful memory, was poorly 
educated and although a com- 
petent linguist, was never able to 
spell property. 

But it is the photographs of 
the young Prince John which teD 
the saddest story of the repres- 
sive royal rigidity of the era. The 
boy, about nine years old in the 
photographs here, was the 
youngest son of George V. 
When he was aged four he de- 
veloped epilepsy. So discomfit- 
ed were the royals at his 
disability that, throughout his 
short life, he was hidden away 
from the public, lest one of his 
fits should be seen and cause the 


royal household embarrass- 
ment Their shame was so acute 
that he was kept in a separate 
house at Sandringham, for fear 
even that he should be seen by 
other house guests. His broth- 
ers and sisters, who demon- 
strated great affection for the 
child, were his only playmates. 
Only one photograph of him has 
ever been seen before today. 

But it was a time in which the 
first signs of change were ap- 
pearing. There are photographs 

of Edward’s brother Hany - the 

first member of the royal fam- 
ily ever to go to school - at 
Eton. His sister Mary, though 
snapped “with her hair-up” in 
drawing room formality, is also 
pictured in softer mood flinging 
open her bedroom window. 
Edward displays a good eye for 
an un posed photograph 
throughout, but nowhere more 
so than in the set of pictures of 
Mary, Bertie and himself which 
he engagingly captioned 
“Queer Faces” in the album. 

It was 1913, three years since 
Edward had become Prince of 
Whies and two since he became 

the first holder of that title to 
be formally invested at Caernar- 
von Castle. He was beginning to 
travel to broaden his education. 
He went to France and twice to 
German, to visit cousins who 
were the King and Queen of 
WurttenbeTg, and to Denmark, 
the birthplace of his grand- 
mother, Queen Alexandra. Af- 
ter four years in the Royal 
Navy. Edward went up to Mag- 
dalen College, Oxford where he 
joined the university's Officer 
Training Corps. Its manoeuvres 
seemed a jolly jape in those 
days. Only months later they 
would begin in earnest as the 
wodd wasplunged unexpectedly 
into a war which was to change 
the face of British society and 
its monarchy with iL 
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Modem and ancient: 

Two portraits by the 
future King Edward VIII 
of his sister Mary, later 
Countess of Harewood, 
and mother of the opera 
impresario and author 
Lord Harewood 
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The poignant 
record of a 
vanished age 
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Easter at Windsor, I9M 
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■HPH’J EdwarcTs tutor Henry Peter Haweil 


When 77zt- Independent asked 
me to give ray opinion on two 
photograph albums which had 
come into their temporary pos- 
session, allegedly from the col- 
lection of the Duke and 
Duchess of Windsor, 1 was 

frankly sceptical as to the degree 
of interest they would represent. 

During the 19S0s, when 1 
worked in Paris for the 
Duchess's lawyer, Maitre 
Suzanne Blum, 1 had seen many 
photographs dealing with vari- 
ous aspects of their lives, se- 
lections from which 1 used in ray 
books about them; and many 
pictures of them from other 
sources had been published 
since. Could the material I was 
about to see shed new light and 
justify publication in a nation- 
al newspaper? 

When I saw the albums, 
however, such doubts disap- 
peared at once. There could be 
no doubt of their authenticity, 
or that they were among the 
most deeply personal records 
kept by the Duke. The first al- 
bum portrayed his life with his 
famil y and friends and as an Ox- 
ford student when he was 19 
during the year leading up to the 
Fust World War. The pictures 
were of superb quality, many of 
them extraordinarily intimate, 
and together they poignantly 
evoked a vanished age. 

The second album, which 
had the words “THE FORT" em- 
bossed on the cover, was a 

record of his greal labour of love 

during the early 1930s, when he 
restored Fort Belvedere, a fan- 
tastic folly near Windsor which 
had been granted to him by his 
father the King as a grace-and- 
favoor residence, and created a 
garden there. It was there that 
his romance with the woman he 
loved, WMlis Simpson, had blos- 
somed, and the second half of 
the album was full of amazing 


These albums are 
unique, says 
the historian 

Michael Bloch 

photographs of them together 
there: these started in 1932 or 
1933, when Mrs Simpson first 
visited the Fort with her hus- 
band Ernest, and ended just be- 
fore the Abdication with his last 
picture taken by King Edward 
VH1, depicting Wallis and her 
Aunt Bessie po the swimming 
pool terrace. 

It was fascinating to contrast 
the two different worlds repre- 
sented by the albums, 20 years 
apart tail separated by the huge 
psychological gulf of the First 
World War. The first showed a 
world of order, regularity, for- 
mality and self-confidence. The 
second was a record of a more 
informal and unregulated world 
in which a generation which had 
been through a nightmare 
sought to enjoy life. 

Shortly after the Duke of 
Windsor’s death in 1972, the 
Duchess is said to have given 
these two albums to a valued 
personal friend as a keepsake 
of her late husband. It may seem 
extremely odd that the Duchess 
should have given away in this 
manner what were probably 
the most intimate and valuable 
of the many dozens of albums 
in her and the duke’s collection, 
but it has to be said that there 
are other examples during her 

old age of her nmking impulsive 

gestures of this sort 

. Michael Bloch is the editor of 
Wallis and Edward - Letters 
1931-37 and the author of The 
Secret File of the Duke of 
Windsor. 
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Edward’s aunt Princess Beatrice (left 
above) with George V and Queen 
Mary at Mar Lodge, near BalmoraL 
Edward'S grandmother Queen 
Alexandra (right) with Princess Mary 
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Queen Mary (above) with the military 
potentate Lord Kitchener and (left) at 
Mar Lodge with Lord Farquhar, later 
involved in an honours scandal with 
David UoytKaeorge 
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Unthinkable in the USSR. Unstageable today? 


Back in the USSR, it was hard to 
know which was worse: to be on 
the receiving end of Stalin’s 
criticisms or of his phone calls. 

Paul Taylor celebrates the censored 
career of Mikhail Bulgakov. 

Letter to Brezhnev was the name of a cheery 
British film of the Eighties that brought a 
pair of Liverpudlian chicken-gutters into 
romantic collision with a couple of Russ- 
ian sailors. A Phone Call from Stalin - a 
rather more daunting proposition - would 
be a good title for any biapfcr about the bril- 
liant playwright and novelist Mikhail Bul- 
gakov (1S91-1940). Such a movie would 
bring into collision a genius and the fick- 
le, ruthless power of Soviet despotism. 

In 1930 - m an act that was more a self- 
serving, artfully misleading propaganda 
coup than a gesture of kindness - Stalin 
picked up the receiver and made direct con- 
tact with Bulgakov. This was in reply to an 
impassioned letter in which the playwright 
outlined his frustration at the systematic way 
his efforts to be published or staged had been 
thwarted over the years. He presented him- 
self as a crucified contradiction in terms: a 
man compelled towards satire in a state where 
the very idea of satire had been ruled out. 
“Am I thinkable in the USSR?” he asked, 
before concluding that the only solution 
would be expulsion for both him and his wife. 

Bulgakov was, it can't be denied, imag- 
inatively drawn towards his persecutor. As 
Nicholas Wright has eloquently put it. his 
insight into arbitrary power “amounted al- 
most to rapport, like the relationship be- 
tween the tyrant and the truth-teller you find 
in folk tales". For characteristically perverse 
reasons, Stalin had been a stout supporter 
of Bulgakov's early successful [day The White 
Guard , a work set against the chaosof the 
Civil Wbr and Communist revolution. 

The censors had balked at what they re- 
garded as the too sympathetic portrayal of 
a White counter-revolutionaiy family. Stal- 
in, however, took the line that the play 
showed an intelligent and powerful enemy. 
“That is good. Wc must show the enemy 
as he is." Then, with a philistine deafness 
to the tone of this much-hacked-about 
piece, he declared that it constituted “a 
demonstration of the all-conquering pow- 
er of Bolshevism". Which is a bit like say- 
ing that Hamlet is a demonstration of the 
all-conquering power of Norway. 

But Stalin was the reverse of a fan of Bul- 
gakov' s stage masterpiece Fligfu, banned in 
1928 as an “anti-Soviet phenomenon’’ and 
tomorrow receiving its belated British pre- 
miere in the Olivier, directed by Howard 
Davies. People in this country are familiar 
with Bulgakov mostly through The Master and 
Margarita , the posthumously-publislied pro- 
to- magical-realist novel that sends an elegant 



Alan Howard (above) as the mad, melancholic General Khludov In ‘Flight’; and the Moscow Art Theatre’s 1926 “White Guard 7 Ivan Kynd/SCR Photo Library 


Devil on a visit to 1930s Moscow and be- 
comes a powerful meditation onthesurvival 
power of manuscripts in a regime of terror. 

Theatre-goers too have had the chance 
to see two Bulgakov plays courtesy of the 
RSC: The White Guard (in a late- 1970s pro- 
duction starring Juliet Stevenson and Patrick 
Stewart) and MoSere (starring Antony Sfaer), 
in which Bulgakov's position as a writer un- 
der Stalin is mirrored in the French drama- 
tist's relations with the Sun King, Louis XIV, 
and his fall from favour thro ugh the machi- 
nations of a religious cabal out to wreak re- 
venge for his freethinking. anti-clerical 
comedy Januffe. More recently, the National 
staged an adaptation of Bulgakov's Black 
Snow, a late, veiy funny roman d clef that 
charts his love-hate relationship with the 
Moscow Art Theatre, where he worked for 
a decade as a result of that phone call from 
Stalin and where his plays were subjected to 
gross mistreatment - months, sometimes 
years of rehearsal, followed by abortion or, 
at best, mangling at birth, then infanticide. 

The laugh in Black Snow, though, is very 
much on die MATs boss Stanislavsky. In one 
hilarious sequence, the groaning, hypochon- 
driacal despot is seen rehearsing to the rigid 
dictates of his famous Method, forcing 
some poor actor to cyde round and round 



in a manner indicative of his love for an ad- 
jacent woman. “Empty." declares the dis- 
satisfied maestro. “You were riding emptily, 
instead of being filled with your beloved.” 

"Vfet, if Bulgakov is no unknown over here, 
there's stffl a thrill of uncertain £y at the Na- 
tional about whether audiences will be 


ready for Flight. Subtitled “A Play in Eight 
Dreams’’, it’s a phantasmagoria that keeps 
tragi-fardcal track of the While army and 
Ql-assorted refugees as they blunder around 
in ignominious retreat from the Reds, free 
into exile in Constantinople and Paris: and 
then - in a bitter-sweet coda - feel the nos- 


talgic magnet of Mother Russia pulling them 
into a possibly suicidal return. It requires a 
huge cast and a huge stage, and so leaves the 
National with a huge namber of seats to filL 

“I said to Howard Davies, T'hisisacom- 
bination of Albert Speer and Steven Spiel- 
berg’,” recalls the play’s adapter, the 
Ubter-borD dramatist Ron (Ratal the Skull ) 
Hutchinson, and he should know because be 
is currently on a two-year contract with Spiel- 
berg's Dreamworks. The cinematic quality 
<rf this “Big Dissolute Symphony" -its heady 
profligacy with resources, its use of facies and 
sound dissolves from one “dream" to the next 
- mark it out, for Hutchinson, as the work 
of a man who had been “exposed to that first 
real wave of narrative-driven movies". 

Iris also the work of a man who, recall- 
ing life in his native Kiev in the turbulent days 
of revolution and civil war, could comment 
dryly: A The inhabitants of Kiev reckon that 
there were 18 changes of power. Some stay- 
at-home memoirists counted up to 12 of 
them; 1 can tell you that there were precisely 
14; and, what’s more, I personalty lived 
through 12 of them.” What Hutchinson, in 
a marvellous phrase, calls “the suddenness 
and insoaciance” of Bulgakov's drsmatuiy- 
. gy stems from titiseaq^zience of bemg on 
the wrong, cocked-up enif cTBistory. 


y: . 


Flight plunges you into a world gone ba- 
nanasTwbere. as Hufebinson says. aU 
these characters are walking around wrthone 

of those cartoon anvils - 20 lbs - over their 

heads and, as soon as they say anything. 
Bang? something lands on 
stuped universe where' Nobody taw what 
happened three afternoons ago , where a 
paranoid deputy trade mmister can deny afi 
knowledge of his wife, who .consequent 
wanders the earth saddled with the unjust 
reputation of being a Bolshevik spy, arid 
where craven generals hang anything that 

moves and then are haunted by tanged 

Hutchinson loved the technical and 
moral daring of the piece - the w ayjtcon- 

veys“the casual way in which life is ensposed 
right, left and centre”, without coarsening 
into beartlessness. “It take the audience on . 
a literal journey, but also on a box-of-tridcs 
journey. Bulgakov says, “What about a cock- 
roach race? All right damn it, well do HT* - 

He means a sequence in the Constan- 
tinople “dream” where the Russian emignis 
make money and create a diversion for 
themselves by organising cockroach races 
and taking bets from the locals; “Please 
place your bets. The favourite pastime of 
the court of the late Tsar and Tsarina, never 
before seen outside the walls of the imper- 
ial residences". When I ask bow they in- 
tend to stage tills episode, Hutchinson 
recalls once having seen a playscript in 
which “a cockroach bad, on command, to 
run up a character’s arm, round his neck 
and down his other arm. I*d have paid £25 
to see that any night of the week" 

Stalin condemned Fligfu as an attempt 
to stimulate pity “for certain sections ■ 
amongst die most contemptible anti-Soviet 
ent^nar” and people within the Moscow Art 
Theatre would have been happy if Bulgakov’s 
refugees bad wanted to return not for deep 
sentimental reasons - the sight of the 
Nevsky, the exhilarating experience of feel- 
ing cold again - but because they had seen 
the error of their ways and now longed to 
live in an unproved and morally improving 
society. The play was not performed in the . 
USSR until 1957, well aflerhs author’s death. 

But the Soviet dictator was ti> dog Bul- 
gakov to the bitter cad. In his final year, the 
harassed, censored dramatist xr» present- 
ed with the dreadful dilemma of being asked 
to write a play to mark Stalin' s bOth birth- 
day. How could he oblige and keep his in- 
tegrity? By composing a play thal dealt with 
Stalin’s leadership qualities early on in his 
career? At all events, the result, Batum, did 
not meet with the dictator’s approval and 
the nervous strain effectively destroyed 
Bulgakov’s health. The whirligig of time has 
happily brought its revenges. The statues of 
Stalin have been pulled down, while on the 
page and on the stage Bulgakov lives ore 
.‘Flight ’ opens tomorrow at the RNTs Olivi- 
er Theatre. Booking. : 0171-928 2252 


A true Shakespearian 
fight for survival 


For want of a grant 
totalling just 0.02 per 
cent of the cost of the 
Millennium Dome, the 
Greenwich Theatre, 
South-East London’s 
only rep company, faces 
closure. David Benedict 
watches what may well 
be its last production. 


You can tell a great deal about 
a Shakespeare production by its 
fight scenes. All too often the 
fight director takes over, inserts 
a few bits of athletic swordplay, 
and then the director moves badt 
in charge and the acting starts up 
again. Not here. Malcolm Ran- 
som's fight between Mercutio 
and Tybalt is impressively lusty 
and well-paced but the secret of 
its success is its unexpected 
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comedy. We've ail seen amateur 
shows where sliding a sword be- 
tween an opponent’s arm and 
chest gives the thoroughly un- 
convincing illusion of killing. 
I’ve never seen it used as a smart 
gag to fool the opponent 
This surpriang use of humour 
is just one of the many strengths 
a f Rupert Goofafs boisterous, up- 
dated staging of Romeo and Juli- 
et for the Greenwich Theatre, 
which is itself fighting for its life 



Final curtain call? Romeo & Juliet in Greenwich 




FROM THE CREATOR OF CUMBRE FLAMENCA 

M A showcase of hot-blooded 
Spanish talents” 

Tfn itet 

“VIGOROUSLY EXCITING” 

Sunday refepaph 

“SERIOUSLY GOOD” 

tartan 

Three generations of 
flamenco stars together 
on one stage for 
the first time. 

“A FLAMENCO 
FANFARE!” 

Ending Stwdard 
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PEACOCK THEATREtaWte 0171 314 8800 


after having its London Arts 
Board grant cut Indeed. I have 
never seen a staging that finds so 
much humour in this famously 
tragic play. As the servant Peter, 
the company clown - stand-up 
comic Laurence Howartb - 
works big laughs by playing both 
in character and to the audience. 
Instead of a typically elderly 
and irritating nurse, tite excellent 
young Clare Carhcart combines 
a tough no-nonsense approach 
with a larky sense of ftin and a 
broad Ulster accent that makes 
her words positively bounce. 

There are times when 
Goold’s dedication to pace 
means running slipshod over 
text. John Marquez’s Benvolio 
is cleverly conceived as a nervy, 
cocksure cockney lad but, while 
his rapid nasal delivery works as 
characterisation, the richness of 
the lines is too often flattened 
out. Perhaps he and Goold 
should have taken Briar Lau- 
rence’s advice; ‘‘Wisely and slow, 
they stumble that do run fast” 

The vivid characterisation, 
- though, sets this apart from the 
recent RSC version. There you 


were made to understand every 
line but real dramatic impetus 
was lacking. Here, in most cas- 
es, there’s a vivid sense of what 
makes these people tick. Tun 
Hardy’s shambling CapuJet, for 
example, is pari of a carefully re- 
alised household falling to deal 
with Kate Fleetwood’s forthright 
Juliet. Nicholas Irons is rather 
less successful as Romeo: best 
at displaying self-absorption 
and self-pity, his slightly flailing 
physicality signals his inability to 
fully inhabit and shape the role. 

Act 5 gives off a whiff of un- 
der-rehearsal: there’s an over-re- 
liance on music and the deft 
directorial insights can descend 
to tricksiness (qv Paris's slow- mo- 
tion death). Stiff. Goold scores 
full marks for bravery. Only 25, 
be has a bright future ahead of 
hhn . If this unfailin gly interest- 
ing staging marks the close of a 
theatre willing and able to mount 
work of such imagination, it wifi 
be nothing short of a scandal. 
To 28 March ( booking : 0181-858 
7755). Donations to: Greenwich 
Theatre Recovery Fund, Crooms 
Hill London SE10 8ES 
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TO YOUR LOVED ONE AND YOU COULD WIN 
A WEEKEND FOR TWO AT 
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is right for 
house that 

ianni built 



* ED NESDAY» febru.m .... 


jLong before Gianni Versace began 
'courting rock stars to wear hi$ ' 
clothes, Antony Price was 
.■dressing Roxy Music and the 
Rolling Stones. Now, as the house 
]of Versace looks for a new 


.couture designer to step into its 
founder's shoes, London-based 
Price has emerged as a front- 
runner. Tamsin Blanchard meets a 
; man for whom fashion doesn't 

end at size eight and whose 

^jMients love the way he treats 
their curves. 


The photographer is crouched on the Quite how 
floor telling Antony Price he will look great, toraers would react to being requested to Price's okimdot also range 
“Not from that angle I won't, darting'. You strip off and made into a mould like a gi- 16 to 6a And without to, he says, mey warn 
should never shoot people with long faces ant shoe last is uncertain. But they would to look like a i size -eign ■ . 

from below." This is the man who has spent be guaranteed clothes that fit like the Compared to . .. nnr ii n l.i tev But 

his working life making women look beau- proverbial glove and after their first fitting, don eoutt f e F e ^ c,s th , t women are 
tiful Now that he is rumoured to be on Do- they wouldn’t have to go back for more, it is precisely tha lo-ore the aver- 

natetia Versace's most-wanted list to design Antony Price is a hands-on designer. Al- increasmgly ch^ g Jgg ° ^ 

S^anddtop instead with 

Iwtinn trip pQtnpm flocK »p Kp_ m*m lul z ... » . 


fixmtofme.IfeeirmlikeasuigecrainstHne wise. “Women lG wvraistChes^.“But 
ways." The designer has a unique way of when you go in, you gta gO ■ , 

working. After a diem has showed her com- they don’t like that. They re wr , man 

mitment by paying 50 per cent of the pnee the smallness of their 

in advrance^( u that^fl cover the cost of mak- will apologise for the sac of her bum as she 

ing a dress - on escape clause in case she walks through the door. p. 

changes her mind") Price gently gels on with Small bums orbig b *^’. . , 

the work of recreating her in papier is not deterred. While oth . .us- 

maehd. His studio is filled with papier a woman to conform o P. . 
machfi torsos, both male and female, of sketches, Pnce positive ^^^Tah^iforo- 
clients, so that they are around whenever to make her look good, s 
a fining is required. The method works well, portions. 1 have custom mdustrv 

espSy ^overseas clients, “The papi- 24," he boasts, berating the 
er mach£ casts pick up everything: the 
shape, the stance, the posture." They 

range in size from a buxom amazon woman she will look good in- dassi- 

madc out of chicken wire, to a tiny slip of cent of women «n*is=oun^c das* 
a girl wilh no hips and pancake breasts pffit- fied as cwerweighl land fe**?’"** 
ed together out of pages of newspapers. uy has turned its back . 

the Quile how Versace’s most finnicky cus- as being a wide range o^hapes ^s^ 


lection, the camera flash is be- 
ing directed at him and not at 
Jerry Hall Ihra Plahner Tomkin- 
son or any of the of the fabu- 
lous women who inhabit his 
clothes. And he wants to be 
shown in the best tight possible. 

After all, he is only too aware 
'iat the fickle finger of fashion 
'll point at him flee tin gly. 

If be gets the Veisace job, Mr 
Price will enjoy a few more 
months of frenzied press calls 
and. photo sessions. If he 
doesn't, he knows that frenzy wEQ 
fizzle and die and as he says, he 
will be “put back in the cup- 
board.” He jokes he feels like 
“Sleeper” or a “nice carriage 
lamp being pulled out for in- 
spection on Antiques Road- 
show", but is malting the most 
of it and enjoying taunting pant- 
ing fashion editors with barbed 
comments like: “Where have 
you been the past decade?" 

They dare not turn the ques- 
tion on him. He is too formi- 
dable a designer. And besides, 
since his last show in 1991, he 
has been doing what he’s always 
;% 3 ne, and will continue doing, 
with or without Versace: de- 
signing special one-off dresses 
for the wives and girlfriends of 
wealthy men. 

He has become known as the 

creator of “straight men’s fan- 
tasies." And he is under no U- 
fusions that the men who spena tf ,uuu 
upwards on a dress for the love of their life 
1 i .kn.iah cho oops tn and 



British couturiers like Price. 
These days he is working with 
women who travel from Paris 
for consultations; the British 
couture scene - designers tike 
Bruce Oldfield, Catherine 
Walter and BeUville Sassoon, 
as well as newer names includ- 
ing Deborah Milner and Victor 
Edelstein prot6g£, Marco 

Matysik- is thriving. Price’s last 

show was in 1991, “before the 
money ran out" and he hit 
hard times, forced to sell up his 
Ketmington studio where exotic 
birds flew wild, spreading their 
pl uma ge as Price’s customers 
spread theirs. Unlike some of 

the French houses, Price says he 

is “trying to sell clothes, not per- 
fume or cosmetics." At any 
one time, he works on clothes 
for about 10 clients, not bad, 
considering some of the world’s 
most famous French houses 

probably have half that number 
per season. Ready for some last- 

minute hand-finishing, an oys- 
ter satin-backed crepe wedding 
suit hangs in a clearplastic bag. 
It is for the client’s second 
wedding, a lace dress and 
matching jacket with lace in- 
serts. Price’s friend, Philip Trea- 
cy, will make the hat 


Surgical skill: Antony Prk« Photograph: Andrew Lamb 


scute name for .Versace, at 52, 
considerably too old to be classed 

caskm wear, he began r - conaderatioa Bui he is one who would make 


upwards on a dress for the love ol row uic s ,, r , ine cpopc 

want her to loot as thoughshe goes credibly good at tailoring," he , 

out in all the right jdaces. Tte ^Si nSn of fact. “If a woman wants 

you as totally un-PC and out oftt^mtt ^Jod of her bus, and hips, I can don. ertmva- 

ssS»2ft2S5fi£2 

Anna Harvey.depuly editor of^.s^ says in the same sentence that 

secret of Antony’s success* that he re- crnrnsL, 7 . ttnne 

_ ■ -- — j «tio ipmjtlp form. He 


and they were not oniy — — 

they were buying the dothes as weL 

price Hims elf was one of the first de- 


a visit to the says “My 

..self as a frock doctor, f^ ed £ 

fllients have to get more or 
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jen-y Hall wears Antony Price (above). Dresses 


Photographs: Chris 


irom ruvwa 


^iof^ssne^isthauere- ^ dry stone Wee 

alMias always admired the fematefbnn. Ho ^ ^ .uake-itp and electncals, his own 

is^ina^wnyvtdpr^r^hngm areem ahead of anyone Je ny Hall, Marie 

an overtly sexy way. Josephine . -There are certain clients wh f Helvin, andYasmin Le Bon - but featured 

erofKnightsbridgeboutiqu^ALaM^ you're stoopmg with a mouthful of pms^I »^^Xi audiellccsasW eU.“rmpart- 

has sold Antony Wteas 1 reat ^_ - ^ ^ actually lie on the floor to pm responsible for the marriage of rock and 

Stopopenedllymnsa^.^BtoeOT^ ion doing h for me. people thought fashion people were snob- 

signer who has stayed wttiiheranth^:^^’ (ga, ii’s bener that 1 do it. They wo^n p^e though the musicm- 

Ximitsdt^emkKWOT™^^ expectasmBeontosiandhact^™ 11 * grubby and dirty. 'Hie relationshtp 

deiful without locikmgtart^They M an assistant did the wmj- waanot in any way cultivated. It wsnn- 

female figure in the best possibte mmn* dients do not ati haw figna w* ® because Antony happened to be friends 

S^mSmorous.” When a woman toes . either before or after fourAU- Simon ,li&kand co. They 

S^^^dres^jhetotobuyiu design “str^t mens to- show" for anything. 

-She knows Hat to get the same lo^ an d his sketches at women ^ mutely. Price has a realise view of 

would have to spend thousands a ^ look Ute fierce creatures, but heb ^ wodd and the truth behind the ghtz. If 

or months with a person^ti^ieT- mdfflStan dmgoftotoialep^^^ito ^ dQesa ^ t get ^ Versage job, he knows 
Certainly, a consultation with Anto^ way women perceive th^ own bodi«.H« he wfli never have that sort of money for 

. Prte ^World’s End studto^^t^ Sasy wonmnmi^tbesa^bntsheB £is own labeL “It would be easter to wtn 

. .^r rn thenlastK surgeon. odter- .be lotted be says. 
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Halldor Laxness 


Hallddr Gudjonsson (HafldAr 
Laxness), writer: bom 
Reykjavik, Iceland 23 April 
1902; married 1930 Jngjbjorg 
Einarsdottir (one son; 
marriage dissolved), I94S 
A udur Svemsdortir (two 
daughters); died Leikjalundur, 
Iceland 8 February 1998. 


First-time visitors to Iceland are 
well advised to read in transla- 
tion, before they go there, one 
or two of the Old Icelandic 
s agas , if only to get a fuller idea 
ol' the country they are visiting 
than maps or photographs can 
provide. By 1955, when he won 
the Nobel Prize for Literature, 
Halldor Laxness would proba- 
bly have agreed. In his formal 
acceptance of the prize, he 
staled: “It is a great good for- 
tune for an author to be born 
into a nation so steeped in cen- 
turies of poetry and literary 
tradition.'' 

He bad not always been so 
proud of his literary inheri- 
tance. however, indeed, his re- 
lationship with the sagas was 
like that of many children with 
their parents: first one of out- 
and-out rebellion, and only 
later developing, through rec- 
onciliation. into one of fruitful 
partnership. “I have nothing to 


Jeam from them,” he wrote in 
1923 of “those old Icelandic fo- 
geys", the authors of the sagas; 
it was their emphasis on exter- 
nals. on “the drawing of 
contours" that he mainly com- 
plained of. Not until 1945 did 
he express the view that “an Ice- 
landic writer cannot survive 
without constantly having the 
ancient books in his thoughts" 
Laxness’s Gist major novel. 
The Great Weaver from Kashmir 
( 1 927), which is largely autobi- 
ographical, reflects his short- 
lived but fervent devotion to 
Catholicism, while The Book of 
the People (1929), a collection 
of radical essays, shows bis sub- 
sequent commitment to social- 
ism. These two books, with the 
ideas that inspired them, form 
an essential preface to his lat- 
er writing, and in particular to 
the epic novels of the Thirties 
for which he is best known: Sal- 
ka Valka (1931-32), the story of 
a young girl growing up in an 
Icelandic fishing village in which 
socialist ideas are also slowly 
gaining ground; Independent 
People (1934-35). in which the 
main character, an Icelandic 
small farmer, gradually devel- 
ops into a tragic hero; and 
World Light (1937-40), the sto- 
ry of a penniless folk-poet who 
for all his oddities and comic 


failings nevertheless symbolis- 
es a profound poetic integrity. 

In all these works the ele- 
ment of religious fervour, in- 
herited from his involvement 
with Catholicism, combines 
with Laxness's stern social crit- 
icism, giving it vitality and uni- 
versal significance, and reveals 
itself in the vivid descriptions of 
Icelandic nature. 

His subsequent novels in- 
clude The Bell of Iceland (1943- 
46), about the struggle of 
Icelandic culture for survival in 
the 17th and 18th centuries; The 
Atom Station (1948), about the 
impingement of foreign influ- 
ences on Icelandic culture just 
after the Second World War, 
The Happy Warriors (1952), in 
which a viking-age setting is 
used to criticise modem warfare 
and naive modem responses to 
the sagas; The Fish Can Sing 
(1957), a nostalgic evocation of 
life in Reykjavik at the turn of 
the century. Paradise Reclaimed 
(1960), about an Icelander’s 
eventual discovery of paradise 
at home in Iceland after a long 
involvement with Mormonism 
abroad; and Christianity at Glac- 
ier (1968), in which Christiani- 
ty is viewed in relation to other 
ways and kinds of life, animal 
as well as human. Many of 
Laxness’s novels are informed 


by the spirit of Taoism, with 
which he was already ac- 
quainted when The Great 
Weaver was published. 

While it as a novelist that he 
will mainly be remembered, his 
work also includes a book of po- 
ems, eight plays, four books of 
memoirs aqd numerous essays 
and speeches, all of which, to- 
getberwiththenovels, forma fas- 
cinating commentary on the 
century hisTife so nearly spanned. 
He has been praised by one of 
his non-Icelandic readers for 
“placing Iceland in the midst of 
the world” in his writing, and it 
b true that while his point of view 
is always distinctively Icelandic, 
iinever fails to incorporate an in- 
ternational, universal dimenson. 

Thro of the characters in his 
novels - characters into which 
Laxness clearly put much of 
himself— express the wish to in- 
habit fh e Trim mf ami anil ma r^ b - 

es of Iceland after death; and 
visitors to Iceland may be en- 
couraged to add the novels of 
Laxness that have been trans- 
lated into English, some of 
them by Magnus Magnusson, to 
their preparatory reading, for 
just as the spirit of the sagas lives 
on forever in that magnificent 
landscape, so will that of 
Hallddr Laxness. 

-Rory McTurk 



Laxness: "placed Iceland m the midst of the world* 


Chris Philip 


Michael Christopher Philip, 
book editor and fireworks 
impresario: bom London 
7 September 1928; died 
Bartestree, Herefordshire 
10 January 1998. 


For gardeners. The Plant Find- 
er is the most useful invention 
since the trowel. First pub- 
lished in 1987. and since then 
annually, it is already indis- 
pensable. Like all pivotal ideas 
it seems supremely obvious: 
simply to list all plants and 
shrubs available in Britain, and 
where- to obtain them. But it 
look a man of immense drive 
and application to turn the 
idea into reality. 

Chris Philip was an arche- 
typal polymath. Educated at 
Oundlc. he decided not to go 
into the family firm of atlas pub- 
lishers, George Philip & Son, 
but instead became interested 
in the burgeoning field of elec- 



Phifip: down-to-earth 


tronics. He began his career 
with EMI, then took a job with 
a recording studio close to 
Broadcasting House in London. 

In 1952 he met Denys 
GueroulL a BBC music pro- 
ducer. and they remained to- 
gether for more than 45 years. 
Being a gay couple in the Fifties 
required discretion and forti- 
tude. Friends say it was the at- 


traction of opposites. Where 
Gulroult is outgoing to the 
point of flamboyance, Philip was 
reserved. He hated parties be- 
cause he found that small talk 
interfered with his train of 
thought as he grappled with 
whatever enterprise currently 
monopolised his attention. 

When commercial television 
began in 1955 he joined Lew 
Grade's ATV, holder of the 
London Weekend franchise, as 
transmission controller. He im- 
pressed Grade with his practical, 
down-to-earth approach. When 
the company decided it needed 
an on-screen clock, he bought 
one in Soho for less than £2 and 
mounted it in a ample box. It 
told viewers the time between 
programmes for several years. 

Becoming bored with tele- 
vision. in 1962 he turned him- 
self into a tough theatrical 
agent, bullying impresarios into 
paying his diems more than they 
intended. A few years later his 


career took another twist when, 
on holiday in Malta, he became 
intrigued by the elaborate splen- 
dour of locally made fireworks. 

He was appalled to find that 
they could not be imported 
into Britain because the au- 
thorities claimed they contained 
a hazardous mix of chemicals. 
Philip arranged for the scientific 
analysis of British-made fire- 
works and established that they 
included the same ingredients. 

As a result, the ban was lift- 
ed. He set up a company. Fes- 
tival Fireworks, that organised 
spectacular displays all over 
the world, notably the one out- 
side Buckingham Palace for 
the Queen's Silver JubDee in 
1977. He developed ingenious 
systems to ensure that the 
shows could always go on. even 
in pouring rain. At the same 
time he built up a library of 
books on fireworks, then pub- 
lished a unique bibliography of 
fireworks literature. 


This venture, involving the 
creation of a meticulous data- 
base, paved the way for his 
crowning achievement In 1983 
he and Gulroult bought a bouse 
in Worcestershire with a six-acre 
garden. Its previous owner was 
a daffodil collector who had dug 
up all his bulbs. leaving the 
garden a barren waste. 

GueroulL the keener gar- 
dener of the two. seeking to re- 
stock it with a variety of plants 
and shrubs, was frustrated to 
discover that there was no com- 
prehensive guide to suppliers of 
particular varieties. So Philip 
doggedly set to work to compile 
one, starting by writing to more 
than 2.000 nurseries for their 
catalogues. 

The first edition of The Plant 
Finder listed some 20,000 plants. 
The latest has 70,000, derived 
from nearly 800 nurseries. Now 
published by the Royal Horti- 
cultural Society and selling 
more than 40,000 copies a year. 


it has become not just a buyers' 
guide but a recognised author- 
itvon plant nomenclature. It has 
also encouraged the growth of 
new specialist nurseries, now 
that there is a reliable means of 
reaching potential customers. 
lust before his death. Philip was 
awarded the RHS's Veitch 
Memorial Gold Medal for his 
contribution to horticulture. 

“When he wanted to do 
something he would not be 
stopped.' - says GueroulL “He 
would cany it through io the end. 
regardless. In all the jobs I've 
known him do. you only had to 
tell him it couldn't be done, and 
he'd find a way to do iL” Long 
hours at the computer screen 
probably contributed to his wors- 
ening sight in recent years, and 
possibly to the brain nurxMjr di- 
agnosed last May. From .then, a 
remorseless physical and men- 
tal decline culminated in his 
death in 3 hospice last month. 

- Michael Leapman 


Falco 


Johann Holzel (Falco), singer- 
songwriter: bom Vienna 19 
February 1957; married (one 
daughter; marriage 
dissolved); died Puerto Plata, 
Dominican Republic 6 
February 1998. 


For a fairly small country, Aus- 
tria has produced an incredible 
number of classical composers. 
Yet the land of Mozart. Beet- 
hoven, Schubert, Liszt and 
Strauss has never made much 
of an impact on the pop charts. 
Falco bridged the two musical 
genres and had two world-wide 
hits in the Eighties with “Der 
Kommissar " and, most fa- 
mously. "Rock Me Amadeus". 

Johann Holzel. bora m 1957, 
grew' up in Vienna and was 


something of a child prodigy. 
When he was 16. he went to the 
Vienna Conservatoire but found 
the experience frustrating. 

In the late Seventies, he 
played bass guitar in jazz and 
bar bands like Spinning WhieeL 
Under various pseudonyms 
(John Hudson. John DiFaJco), 
he also appeared with Drahdi- 
waberl, an Austrian group 
whose shock tactics and stage 
antics were recently document- 
ed on Channel 4*s Eurotrash. 

He soon secured a g&est spot 
featuring one of his songs. “Ganz 
Wien " (literally "Ail Vienna"). 
Ostensibly about heroin chic in 
the Austrian capital it had a line, 
“All Vicuna is on heroin today”, 
which used to bring the bouse 
down, and he was approached to 
record it as a solo artist in 1981. 


He picked the name Falco be- 
cause. “it sounded better. It 
means the falcon.” 

The song gained further no- 
toriety and was, of course, 
banned by the Austrian au- 
thorities, thus contributing to its 
success. Falco then worked with 
the producer Robert Ponger to 
complete Einzclhalf ("Incar- 
cerated"), bis debut album. 
This featured the hooky, spooky 
“Der Kommissar " which be- 
came a major hit across Europe. 
The British rockers After the 
Fire (featuring Piter Banks, 
formerly keyboard-player with 
Yes) covered the song and stole 
his thunder, scoring a Top Five 
hit in the States in 1983. 

Undeterred, Falco soldiered 
on with Jung Roemer ("Young 
Romans”) and in 1985 hooked 


up with the Dutch producers 
Robe and Ferdi Boll and for Fdl- 
co 3. Needing a catchy single, 
he fell back on an idea be had 
bad years before. 

For a long time (even before 
Milos Forman directed the 
Oscar-winning Amadeus), he 
had been fascinated by "Mozart 
as a punk”, by the idea of the 
mad, decadent star with the 
great talent and the miserable 
end. Add a few synthesisers, a 
sprinkling of Viennese cliches, 
a striking video (with his old pals 
from Drabdiwaberl) and you 
have "Rock Me Amadeus”, an 
enormous global hit in 1986. 

“Vienna Calling” and the au- 
thentic "Jeanny". also from Fal- 
co 3, entered the charts too, but 
the pressure for a follow-up al- 
bum was on. Eventually Falco 


fell back on another Austrian 
cliche arid released "The Sound 
ofMusik" and further played on 
his international playboy image 
with "Les Nottveaux Riches ", 
both from the Emotional album. 

This and further albums like 
Data De Groove, Wiener Bkd and 
a 1991 remix collection were 
nowhere near as successful but 
the "Amadeus” royalties were 
still coming in to keep Falco in 
the lifestyle to which he’d be- 
come accustomed. He worked 
on pilots for a television series 
and, for tax purposes, set op base 
in. the Dominican Republic. He 
was in the process of building; his 
own recording studio there 
when his Jeep collided with a 
bus. He died later in hospital. 

According to the musician 
Thomas Lang, a long-time Fal- 



Falco: 'Rock me, Amadeus’ 


co associate and collaborator, be 
will he remembered "not as the 
big ges t Austrian pop star hut as 
the only Austrian pop star. He 
made it out of nowhere and 
sometimes played up the arro- 
gant, nouveau-riche rock star. 
But he was very intelligent, very 
charismatic, very entertaining;" 

- Pierre Perrone 


Enoch Powell 


Enoch Ryfftfl was still opposi- 
tion spokesman on defence 
matters when I invited him to 
lecture at Birmingham Univer- 
sity. writes Prttfessor Douglas John- 
son [further to the obituary by 
Patrick Cosgrave and Professor 
Dears Kavanagh, 9 Februaiy]- 
He arrived well in time and he 
suggested that we should go for 
a walk around the university. As 
he had not yet become an ob- 
ject of student hostility our 
walk was peaceful and I enjoyed 
our conversation. He asked lots 
of questions, we spoke about 
universities and the study of his- 
tory and he talked about the 
King Edward's schools in Birm- 
ingham. about Unitarians and 
Quakers. 

But all this came to an 
abrupt stop when wc reached 
the house on Edgbaston Park 
Road which bore the sign 
“Shakespeare Institute”. “What's 
this?” he hissed at me, with no- 
ticeable disapproval. After I 
had explained, he became 
scathing. “You don’t believe in 
the boy from Stratford, do 
you?” He was transformed. 
There was a wild gleam in his 
eyes, he gesticulated, and quo- 
tations from the plays poured 
out. each one demonstrating 
fh.i t the author was a statesman 
with experience of power rather 
than "the boy from Stratford”. 
Eventually I had to interrupt 
this flow and point to “Joe”, the 
university dock-tower, so called 
because it had been built at the 
request of Joe Chamberlain. We 
walked to the lecture room, with 
Mr Powell telling stories abont 
Joseph Chamberlain and his 
two sons. 

In 1989 both Enoch Powell 
and I attended a conference in 
Paris on “The Rights of Man” 
organised by several leading Eu- 
ropean newspapers (the Inde- 
pendent representing Great 
Britain). One evening we were 
walking back to our hotel when 
a man barred Mr Powell from 
passing. “You're Enoch Powell, 
the leader of the extreme right 
in England,” he said aggressively 
in French. “Not at all," replied 
Powell, also in French. “I was 
beaten in the elections,” and we 
walked on. 

He told roc that he was fre- 
quently accosted in public by 
people who wanted to show 
their disapproval of him. His 
method was to say. “Oh dear, 
people are always mistaking 
me for that fellow.” Usually they 
would then apologise and go 
away. 

That evening we had dinner 
at the Closerie des Lilas in 
Montparnasse. I told him that 
Lenin, Trotsky. Picasso and 
others went to eat there. He 
asked questions. He did not 
seem unduly impressed. But his 
altitude changed when I 
showed him the statue of Mar- 
shall Nev which stands near to 
the restaurant m the avenue 
where he was shot by a firing 
squad for having gone over to 
Napoleon during the Hundred 
Days. Powell remembered that 
Ney was called “the bravest of 
the brave”. He looked careful- 
ly at the statue, repeating the 
words “the bravest of the 
brave”. Once again be was 
transformed. 

Enoch Powell was amongst 


the most stimulating and at- 
tractive people whom I have 
ever meL 

I worked with Enoch Powell on 
a number of BBC programmes. 

literary as well as parliamentaiy. 

wrims A me Symonds. His subject 
was Shakespeare’s political 
views. The titles were, charac- 
teristically. The Chord of Patri- 
otism. The Poktics of Intrigue and 
The Love of Honour. He wrote 

about the pursuit of power and 

. the anatomy of ambition, just at 

the moment when the Conser- .i 

vative Party was m the desper- ™ 

ate thnxs of seeking a successor • 

to the Prime Minister. Mr j 
Macmillan: 

Wherever supreme power ‘he 
same troupe of personalities dance* 
around it like ihe figures on a re- 
volving lantern — The stage used 
to be called the Court, now they call 

ii a Cabinet. Bat all the characters 
are in Shakespeare . . . Hue. in Shake- . 
speare there is blexxtehed, ibe head- ! 
man's axe. the dagger and the sword. 

These pdiik^ instruments areal pie- j 
sent disused but, this difference of . 
detail apart, the rest is drawn from 
real unchanging life. Only the ! 
costumes date. 1 

His admiration for this in- : 
sight into the machinations ofik 
politics forced him to the belief* 
that the country bumpkin from J 
Stratford could not possibly ! 
have been the writer of the ' 
works that bear his name. | 

It was not just these plots j 
that fascinated Powell, but the j 
language, too. He seemed at \ 
one time interested in pursuing j 
a textual analysis. Take a line in ; 
Hamlet, for example: the Ghost j 
refers to “the fat weed that roots j 
itself in ease on Lethe wharf”. . j 
Powell changed this to “rols. j 
itself in ease”, which is so 
magnificently more revollingly i 
decadent. • 

His programme. Greta Par- j 
liameruary Occasions . was pub- 
lished in 1960 as a book. Sadly. ! 
it does not include one of the ; 
greatest parliamentary occa- ^ 
sions this century: his speech in . 
the Hola Camp massacre de- • 
bate. Powell once wrote that a I 
nation should measure its ! 
civilised status by the way it I 
treats its old and its prisoners, j 
In the Hola debate he spoke | 
brilliantly and bravely for • 
prisoners - black prisoners. 

He has been criticised for j 
once declaring a wish to have 
died irtthe war.. But this is a 
curringwish of poets. Coleridge • 
mourned his own survival when j 
“Many men so beautiful all , 
dead around did lie." A senti- 
ment repealed by GJC Chester- | 
ton; and Wilfred Owen wrote: j 
“Red lips are not so red as the 1 
stained stones kissed by the ' 
English dead.” The pain of the j 
survivor is seldom logical, but. j 
Enoch the great logician could$) j 
be passionately illogical, too. ! 


Patrick Cosgrave is incorrect in 
stating that Enoch Powell "be- 
came the youngest Brigadier in 
the Army*, writes Gn&am Cooke. 
In 1943, at the age of 30, 
Michael Calvert was promoted 
to Brigadier. This great fighting 
soldier commanded one of the 
brigades that fought in Burma 
in General Orde Wingate's sec- 
ond Chindit campaign in 1944, 
the year that Enoch PoweD, who 
was a year older than Calvert, 
became a Brigadier. 


-V 


Maurice Schumann, politician, 
died Paris 10 Rbruary, aged 86. 
BBC Radio's voice of the Free 
French in the Second World 
War, French foreign minister 
1969-73. [An obituary follows.] 


Cardinal Eduardo Francisco 
Pironio, died Rome 5 February, 
aged 77. Bishop of Mar del Pla- 
ta, Argentina; a Cardinal from 
1976, he was twice one of the 
‘'papabiir in 1978. ■ • ■ - 


BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 

BAGGULEY: 



service al Kegworth Parish Church on 
Monday 16 February at 1 1.15am fol- 
lowed by cremation. Mo flowers 
please but donations would be ap- 
preciated for Summon Hamid Hos- 

E ice do A.W. Lvmn. West Park 
louse. Lime Grove, Long Eaton. 
Nottingham. 01 15 9463093. 
HOME-fUGCfc John, died peacefully at 
St John's Hospice on 6 Fcbnuny 1998. 
aged 95 years. Mocfa-loved father of 
Jennifer Bute. Funeral at Mortlake 
Crematorium at 12 noon on 12 Feb- 
ruary. Donations to RSPB. 
WILLIAMSON: Peacefully al home 
with his Family on 5 February, Leslie 
John Williamson, aged 67 years. 
Beloved husband of Gwen, father of 
Tim and grandfather of Charlie. He 
will be sadly missed by all who knew 
him. The funeral semefe will be held 
al St Michael's Church. Highgate, 
London N6 at 2pm on Tuesday 17 
February followed by interment at 
Highgate Cemetery. A single Aowct 
and a donation payable to -Shel ter 
may be sent 10 LmOH * Sobs Ltd, 
212 Evershoh Street. LonAm NWl 
1 BD. Telephone 0171-387 6075. 

i—gyncnienBbrGnctn BIRTHS, 

n writing to the tom* Editor/ine 

wStLoSm EM 5DL 
H7I-293 2012 or faxed to 0171-293 8W- 
a fine fVAT extra). 


Birthdays 

Mr Richard Allan MR 32: Sir John 
ArbulhnoL, former MP, 8b: Sir 
Ronald Arculus. former diplomat, 75: 
j Vice-Admiral Sir Peter Berger, for- 
’ mer bursar, Sefwyn College, Cam- 
bridge, 73; Professor Marilyn Butler, 
Rector, Exeter College. Oxford, 61; 
Sir Alexander Cainxross, former 
Master. St Peter's College. Oxford, 
87; Mr Sevan Gangdcm, cricketer, 60; 
Mr Christopher Dcarnlcy, organist. 
68; Mr Palrui. Leigh Fermor, author, 
83; Sir Archibald Forster, fonner 
chairman and chief executive, Esso 
UK 70; Sir Vivian Fuchs, Antarctic 
explorer. 90; Mr W illiam Fullerton, 
ambassador to Morocco and Mau- 
retania, 59; Mr Bryan Gould, Vice- 
Chancellor, Waikato University, 59; 
Miss Anne- Gregg, broadcaster. 58; 
Mr Win Griffiths MP, Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary, Welsh Office. 55; 
Mr Michael Jackson, chief executive 
and director of programmes. Chan- 
nel 4-, 40; General Sir Jeremy 
Madcenzie, Deputy Supreme Allied 
Commander, Europe, 58; Mr Leslie 
Nielsen, actor. 72: Miss Mary Quant, 
fashion designer. 64; Mr Ban 
Reynolds, actor, 62; Baroness 
Sharpies, former director, TVS. 75; 
Mr Dennis Skinner MP, 66; Mis Kim 
Stanley, film actress, 73; Mr John Sur- 
tees, motor and motor-cycle racing 
champion, 64; Mr E.W. Swanton. 
writer and commentator, 91; Miss 
Mary Tregear, an historian, 74; Mr 


Malcolm WjDfer, chairman azxJ chief 
executive, Iceland Group, 52. 

Anniversaries 

Births William Henry Fox Thibet, 
photographic pioneer, 1800: Thomas 
Alva Edison, inwator, 1847; Joseph 
Leo Mankiewicz, director, produc- 
er and screenwriter, 1909. Deaths 
Jean- Bernard L6oa Foucauh. physi- 
cist. 1868; John Buchan, first Barcm 
IWeedsmuir, novelist and governor- 
general of Canada, 1940; Sergei 
Mikhailovich Eise ostein, fifan direc- 
tor, 1948; Alfred Ernest Jones, psy- 
choanalyst, 1958: Sylvia Plath, poet, 
1963; Henry Mayo Bateman, car- 
toonist, 1970. On tMs day: Mrs Mar- 
garet Thatcher became the first 
woman leader of a British political 
party, 1975; Nelson Mandela was re- 
leased from prison after 27 years, 
1990. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Benedict of Aniane, St Caedmon, St 
Gregory IL Pope, St Lazarus of Mi- 
lan, St Lucius of Adrianople, St Pas- 
cal I, Pope, Saints Saturoinug, 
Dativus, and Others and St Severi- 
nus of Agaunum. 

Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Sarah Bowies, “Marquetry in Holland 
and England I", 230pm. 

Wallace Collection: Peter Hughes. 

“Clocks by AudW-Omries Bonfie”, 
lpm. 
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LAW REPORT: it February ms 


Pre-emptive costs orders should be exceptional 


The court should exercise its 
discretion to make pre- 
emptive costs orders in cases 
involving public interest 
challenges only in the most 
exceptional circumstances. 
Regina v Lord ChanceRor, ex. parte 
Child Ftverty Action Croup: R egma 
v Director of Public Prosecutions. e< 
parte BuB ffor and on behalf of 
Amnesty International UK) and 
another Queen's Bench Divfeion 
Crown Office List (Mr Justice 
Dyson) 6 February 1998 


The court refused interlocutory 
applications in judicial review 
proceedings for orders that no 
orders as to costs should be 
made against the applicants, 
whatever the outcome of the 
proceedings. 

The Child Poverty Action 
Group (CPAG) sought judicial 

review of the Lord C h a nc e ll or's 

decision not to extend legal aid 
to some cases before Social Se- 
curity Tribunals and Commis- 


sioners. Amnesty Internation- 
al UK and the Redress Trust 
both sought judicial review of 
the decision of the Director of 
Public Prosecutions (DPP) not 
to prosecute two men for pos- 
session of an electro-shock ba- 
ton without a licence, contrary 
to section 5(1 )(b) of the 
Firearms Act 1968. 

In both sets of proceedings 
the respondents had refused to 
agree in advance not to seek 
an order for costs against the 
applicants if theiz applications 
for judicial review were dis- 
missed, and the applicants 
had accordingly applied for 
pre-emptive costs orders. 
Richard Drubbfe QC and Rabindcr 
Singt (Da\id Thomas, CPAG) for 
CPAG; Philip Sales (Thmuiy Solici- 
tor) for die Lord Chancellor. Ben Em- 
merson and PhUtippa Kaufiruum 
(Public Law Project) fir Amnesty; Mur- 
ray Hutu | PubSc Low Project) for the 
Redress Trust; Philip Havas {Crown 
Prosecution Service) far the DPR 


Mr Justice Dyson said that 
both respondents conceded that 
there was jurisdiction under 
section 51 of the Supreme Court 
Act 1981 to make pre-emptive 
costs orders, but there was no 
agreement as to the principles 
which should guide (he court 
in deciding whether to make 
such orders in judicial review 
cases which concerned "public 
interest challenges”. In private . 
litigation, the general rule was 
that costs followed the event. 

The essential characteristics 
of a public law challenge were 
that it raised public law issues 
which were of general impor- 
tance, where the applicant 
had no private interest in the 
outcome of the case. 

The applicants submitted 
that it was now recognised by 
the courts that the true nature 
of the court’s role in public in- 
terest challenge cases was not 
to determine the rights of in- 
dividual applicants, but to en- 


sure Lhat public bodies did not 
exceed or abuse their powers. 
If the courts did not make pre- 
emptive costs orders in such . 
cases, genuine public interest 
challenges could effectively be 
stifled, unless ihe executive 
agreed in advance not to seek 
its costs whatever the outcome 
of the proceedings. 

The discretion to make pre- 
emptive costs orders even in 
cases involving public interest 
challenges should, however, 
be exercised only in the mosi 
exceptional circumstances. The 
principle which lay behind the 
general rule that costs fol- 
lowed the even i promoted dis- 
cipline within the litigation 
system, compelling parties to 
assess carefully for themselves 
the strength of any claim 

The necessary conditions 
for the making of a pre-emp- 
tive costs order in a public in- 
terest challenge case were that 
the court was satisfied that 


the issues raised were truly ones 
of general public importance, : 
and that it had a sufficient 
appreciation of the merits of 
the daim to be able to conclude 
that it was in the public 
interest to make the order. 

The court must also have re- 
gard to the financial resources 
of the parties, and to the_ 
amount of costs likely to be in 
issue. It would be more likely 
to make an order where the re-_ 
spondent clearly had a superi- 
or ability to bear the costs of 
the proceedings than the ap- 
plicant and where it was sat- 
isfied that, unless the order, 
were made, the applicant 
would probably discontinue - 
the proceedings, and would be 
acting reasonably in so -doing.- - 

Those conditions wire o or 
satisfied in either of the cases 
before the court, and accord- 
mgly the applications would be 
refused. 

- K ate O'Hanlon, Banister' 
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i : marriage for 
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srto Booth was an 

1 student wfeh 
bags of ambition. The 
young Tony Blair may 

not have been as smart 
but he could match her 
for drive anyday. They 
both wanted a career in 
the law. They both 
wanted to be MPs. They 
also wanted to have a 
family. Something had to 

gfve. Ann Trenetnan on 
Britain^ First Couple. 

It’s a story that many couples to- 
day can relate to. How do you 
keep a marriage together with 
partners working and all 
vVhe pressure of child-care and 
lack of time? Who is going to 

go ro the supermarket, cxx* din- 
ner, earn the most money? 

'Hie answer, the experts say. 
lies in the art of communication 
and old-fashioned respect It’s 
the kind of thing that Tbny 
Blair and Cherie Booth know 
about In a country where four 
in 10 marriages fail, the success 
of the First Maniage has not 
gone unnoticed. “Young men 
and women can realty relate to 
them as a Couple,” said Helen 
Wilkinson, author of areport on 
marriage last year for the think- 
tank Demos. “They are seen as 
kind of having it all. On a sym- 
bolic level I think they are 
hugely significant” 

Their story begins in 1977, 
4 )nd romantics should note that 
it was not love at first sight Last 
year the Blairs, in a rare inter- 
view as a couple, told the Amer- 
ican television programme 60 
Minutes how they met “We 
were sort of sitting next to each 
other at something and discov- 
ered that, in fact, we were both 
pupils with the same barrister,” 
said Tbny. “Which didn’t please 
me at all, because I had been as- 
sured I was going to be the only 
one,” said Cherie. So, the in- 
terviewer said, were you rivals? 
“ Hmmm , a little bit” said 

Cherie. “I suppose we could 

r re been,” said Tony. 

Any couple bearing those an- 
swers would have to smile, not 
because of what was said but 
what was not said. Rivals? I 


^Wihintso-bo^i,,^ 

nK i ^~ butlheiTO ->*r 

f ™ ^ey have managed to 
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“JO co-operation. It hasn’t been 
achieved without compromise. 

Manage may have been 

^MWmUie old days when wife 
and husband knew exactly whaL 

of thera * “^en 
you don t have those roles there 
k mudi nmre room for con- 
says Penny Mansfield, of 
foe charity One Plus One, which 

B fomtacting research on this 
jjjiect for the Government. 
Now couples have to make it 
up as they go along." 

Tony and cherie remained 
nval law student for almost a 
year. Then Cherie invited him 
to a Christinas party and they 
ended up playing a game that 
mvolved passing a balloon to 
each other through their legs. 
Suddenly, Tony saw his prickly 
and clever colleague in a dif- 
ferent light. “The next day we 
went out to lunch and hours lat- 
er we were stffl there," said Tony 
in an pre-election interview last 
year. “I found her immensely 
physically attractive and 1 want- 
ed her as a friend as well." 

Cherie was not so sure, but 
Tony Blair doesn't give up eas- 
ily. “Once you succumb to Tbny's 
charm,” she has said, “you nev- 
er really get over it" It was the 
biggest decision of her lift 

They became engaged in 
1979. during a holiday to Italy 
and married on 29 March 1980 
at St John’s College in Oxford. 
Like most couples now, they 
married relatively late (he was 
26. she was 25). This trend has 
continued, with the average age 
of marriage going up over the 
past four years (now it is 27 for 
women, 29 formal) while the av- 
erage first age of sexual inter- 
course has dropped four years 
to 17. And, also like most cou- 
ples now, the Blairs have always 
been a dual careerfemfly. Some- 
how, they have made it work. 

Many do not. These days. 
Penny Mansfield says, a satis- 
fying marriage is not so much 
a romantic relationship as a 
partnership based on shared 
goals and respect “The modem 
marriage requires three things,” 
she says. “You’ve got to com- 
municate effectively. You can’t 
simply not say anything to each 
other and get on with your 
roles. Secondly, you’ve got to 
negotiate fairly. Each person 
must feel as if their needs have 
been regarded. Three, you need 
to manage conflict safely and 
you mustn’t allow them to be- 
come personal and nasty." 

For the Blairs, compromise 
began almost from the begin- 
ning. Early on, Cherie decided 
to quit competing directly with 
him for a tenancy in Lord 
Irvine's chambers and joined the 
chambers of fibei lawyer 
George Carman instead. Tbny 
Blair stayed put. Their next chal- 
lenge would come in the polit- 
ical arena. Both were passionate 
about politics (she had joined 



Mr fit Mrs: The Blairs outside No 10 yesterday to mark National Marriage Week. This year they will celebrate 
their 18th wedding anniversary Photograph: PA 


the Labour party aged 16 in 
1970, he waited until 1975) and 
decided that each would try lo 
gel elected to Parliament Then 
they are said to have made a 
deal: whoever made it first 
would continue in politics while 
the other supported the fami- 
ly. Both stood for election. 
Cherie almost lost her deposit 
in Thanct North. Tony won in 
Scdgefield in 1983. 

Fifteen years later, the deal 
still stands. It has lasted through 
the births of three children and 
much more. Cherie Booth - as 
she is known by colleagues- has 
made her family well-off if not 
rich. There are signs, too, that 
there have been negotiations 
over his career, particularly in 
his decision not to contest the 
deputy leadership under John 
Smith. “When it came to 


whether or not he was going to 
run for the deputy leader's job, 
Euan said he was glad that 
Daddy has chosen to spend 
more time at home." Cberit 
told interviewer Barbara Amid 
in 1992. “I think Tony is in- 
credibly talented and 1 want him 
to succeed - he’s got an in- 
credible amount to offer - but 
we’ve got young children and 
they need to be protected”. 

John Smith's death in 1994 
forced the decision that the 
Blairs had thought would wait 
until their children were grown. 
Tony Biair told an interviewer 
last year that he heard Lbe 
news while driving along the 
Great Northern Road in Ab- 
erdeen. “1 had to speak to 
Cherie before I made any de- 
cision. I got back to London as 
quickly asl could.” In Islington, 


he and Cherie sat down and 
talked. "Cherie said, ‘You didn’t 
ask for this, you didn't plan it, 
but it’s here and you've got to 
do it’," said Tony. “I said: ‘Look- 
outside the front door. There 
were journalist and photogra- 
phers and camera crews. I said: 
This is what we’re going to ex- 
pose the children to’." 

In the end he listened to bis 
wife, but be has stuck to his part 
of the bargain loo. At a recep- 
tion to mark her husband be- 
coming leader, a local councillor 
noted that she would be giving 
up work if her husband became 
PM. "And can you tell me one 
good reason why I should?" she 
demanded. In 1 995 she became 
a QC. “1 would love to be a 
judge,” she said. She is the first 
working mother to reside in 
Downing Street. “Fm full of ad- 


miration for Cherie. How she 
manages to do these cases and 
keep eveiything separate, I 
don’t know,” said Linda Me- 
Dougall author of Westminster 
Women and wife of Austin 
Mitchell MP. 

We may never know much 
more about what makes the 
First Marriage tick although 
many, including Linda Mc- 
DougaU, enjoyed seeing a 
glimpse of the Blairs at home 
last month when a spoof caller 
to Number 10 was told to just 
hang on a minute while Cherie 
went to fetch the Prime Minis- 
ter. "I thought that was an in- 
teresting insight It sounded 
fantastically normal.” she said. 
“It’s great tbaL they really do 
have their breakfast together 
and worry about the athletic kit 
and the socks." 


Can you write the 

story of the year for 

six to nine year olds? 

Win a000 and have your story published 

1* I.JanandKlt/ Schol' V 


The Independent/ Schol- 
astic Story of the Year 
Competition, now in Its 
sixth successful year, alms to 
encourage top writing for 
the very difficult to please 
six to nine year old age 
group 

To help you meet the 
challenge, some of our most 
successful novelists and 
scriptwriters will be explain- 
ing how they set about writ- 
ing a page- aiming narrative. 


the independent 

Story oftte Year 6 


This week, Robert 

Harris, author of the 

Internationa 1 hest-seJters, 
fytfcriond and Enigma, talks 
to Nicole Veash about 
his approach to telling a 
story and developing 
characters. 


‘I just love all the twists and turns' 


“People always say Vrite 
wh.tf you know*, but 1 have 
never written about anything 
1 have experienced directly. 
For every 10 facts I know 
about the world 1 am writing 
oC I miglu only reveal three, 
bur I think the reader sens- 
es you know more and that 
helps give depth to a book. 

“1 usually start writing 
the book quiLe early on into 
my research, and then 1 
throw all those pages away. 
1 suppose I fed my way in and 
then there comes a moment 
when eveiything works and 
the not'd comes out quite 
fast. I only write one draft, 
make the necessary correc- 
tions. then send it off. I can’t 
understand how some writ- 
ers can go back and totally re- 
write their books. 

•"Character, character, 
character - it might be a 
cliche - but character is re- 
ally the most important thing. 
If the main character does 
not engage, then the book is 
not going to work. My char- 
acters all come from my 
head. I don't base them on 
people I know, apart from the 
odd visual characteristic. 

“Characters should do 
unexpected things, like in 
real life. There is no denying 
that characterisation is very 
hard In feet probably the 
most mysterious thing in the 
whole business is how io 
write a rounded character. 



Robert Harris 


“1 like my characters to do 

things and see things- They 
should go to different places, 

so you get a sense of breadth. 

“Dialogue is fantastically 
important It should cany the 
stoty forward, of course, but 
it should also delineate irony 
and reveal something about a 
character with subtle under- 
tones. I always read my dia- 
logue aloud to see if it works. 

“Plot is very unfashionable 
just now. No matter how 
beautifully a book is written 
it doesn’t work for me unless 
Lbe story is going somewhere. 
I just love all the twists and 
turns of story-telling. 

“Making the book a page 
turner is something I seem to 
do naturally, but there isa ba- 
sic level of craft. Each sen- 
tence should end with a mini 
climax, as should each para- 
graph and each chapter. You 
should always provide some- 
thing to keep a reader going. 


COMPETITION RULES 


Story of the Year 6 offers a ClJXXi 
prize for die winner, vridi £500 each 
for two runners up. The top 10 sto- 
ries will be published in an anthol- 
ogy by Sdiobstfc Children* Books. 
You are invited to submit stories 
of 1.500-2^00 words which must 
arrive on or before 28 February 
1998 be PO BOX 21302 • 
LONDON ■ WCIA I PE. You may 
enter only once and entries muse 
be made by die writer, not on 
his/her behatt Entries must be 
typewritten, double-spaced and 
on one side of the paper only. We 
*vrS not accept stories with iflus- 
tradons. Manuscripts will not be re- 
turned. so please keep a copy. AD 
entries must be unpublished, but 
published writers may enter with 
new material. Each entry must be 
submitted with both a cover page 
and tide pagp. The cover page must 
feature the story tide, and the en- 
trants name, address and telephone 
number. The tide pop: muss feature 
only the ride of die story. The sto- 
ry should start on a new page, and 
the author's name must not foature 
on any of these pages, so that all 
entries can be judged anonymous- 
ly The winrWngscory will be pub- 
lished in The Independent 
subsequent to the final judging of 
the competition which concludes 
on 22 May 199ft The top three sto- 
ries and up to 10 others wfl be pub- 


fished in the autumn, m the an- 
thology Story of the Year 6 by 
Scholastic ChSdren* Books. 

The competition is not open co 
employees of, or relatives of em- 
ployees of Scholastic Lrd or News- 
paper Publishing pic or anyone 
connected with tho competition. 
Proof of posting cannot be accepted 
as proof of delivery. No responsi- 
bility an be accepted for entries 
which are delayed, damaged, mis- 
laid or wrongly defiverwL The 
fudges' decision is ftnl and no cor- 
respondence wffl be entered into. 
Entry grants to Scholastic Led the 
exclusive right to publish an en- 
trants story in al formats through- 
out die world for the fun legal term 
of copyright. A copy of the form of 
the contract may be obtained on 
appSttotanmSchohsdcLxiL By sub- 
mitting an entry an entrant agrees 
in be bound by the terms of and 
» agi thb agreement tf called upon 
to do kx Any story chosen for pub- 
Bcnion m die amnotogy that does 
not win one of the up three cash 
prizes wS receive a fee of £200. Any 
entry not submitted in the form 
specified wffl be deemed invalid. If 
your story is not published in the 
anthology or in the newspaper by 
the end of December 1998, these 
rights revert do you. Entry into this 
competition implies acceptance of 
these rules. 


How the Windsor sale will aid Dodi’s charities 


Billed as the biggest sale 
ever, the auction of the 
Windsor collection will 
raise money for causes 
considered dear to Dodi 
Fayed and Diana, 
Princess of Wales. 


When New Yorkers got their 
■ firsrsagit yesterday of Use be- 
longings of the Duke and 
Duchess ofWmdsor, the auc- 
tioneer Sotheby’s described 
them as ^perhaps the greatest 
treasure house of royal posses- 
sfons offered at auction”. 

But there, are more ghosts 
than just these of 'Rfeflis Simp^ 
sou 


princess, as a tribute to the 
couple whose deaths in a Paris 
car crash in August last year so 
shook the world 

With 44,000 items on sale, 
the auction is set to be the 
biggest of all time. Its proceeds 
have been estimated at $5m- 
$7m (£3m-£5m). However these 
are thought to be conservative 
figures, for the hyping of the 
event is expected to lead to 
something tike the frenzy which 
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innfy^«jfeoti20 Feb- 
potTsfether. ihe Har- 
owuer. Mohamed A! 
has committed the pro- 
if the sate, to be distrib- 
to the . Dodi - Fayed 
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jewellery in Geneva in 1987. 

Using the money from such 
a sale to benefit causes con- 
nected to Dodi and Diana must 
have seemed entirely apt to the 
ftyeds, for the Windsor be- 
longings being auctioned off 
come from the Duke -and 
Duchess’s Bois de Boulogne 

home, which the Princes and 

her companion visited horn* 
before their death. 

Undoubtedly the money wiU 

make a difference to the work 
of the causes whit* will bene- 
fit But who wiU be the recqn- 

fc default to teB from wtat 



Remembered 
with a 
foundation: 
Dodi Faywfs 
family has not 
said who will 
administer 
the charity 


tfon. Mohamed Ffcyed bought 


the Windsor collection for 
$4.5m from the Institut Pasteur, 
the sole beneficiary of the 
Duchess's will after her death 
in 1986. There is no suggestion 
that that organisation will re- 
ceive an y money from this sale, 
but medicine is likely to bene- 
fit. Children’s charities, too, 
seem to be contenders, given 
Diana’s commitment to them. 

The first tranche of money 
for the foundation will come 
from Mr ftyed who says he wffl 

provide £5m towards the build- 
ing of a children’s hospital in 
Diana’s name. It unclear where 
where it will be buflL 


Despite Mohamed Fayed ‘s 
readiness to speak on a whole 
variety of issues - be it Hanods, 
Tiny Rowland, Tbiy MPs and 
the death of Diana - he has re- 
mained noticeably silent about 
the Dodi foundation. It is, for 
instance, not known who might 
administer the charity. There is 
a board of trustees, but so far 
the Payed family is not disclos- 
ing who they are. Michael Cble, 
Mr Fhyed’s press spokesman 
who is in New York for the sale, 
said: "The foundation is a com- 
paratively new thing. Mohamed 
is a trustee, and there are lots 
of prominent doctors and olh- 

.. . 


ers on iL AH the money will go 
to good causes. This auction is 
huge, it is not just the biggest 
ever royal auction, but the 
biggest auction ever." 

The Dodi fund has no links 
with the Diana, Princess of 
Wales Memorial Fund. Mr 
Fayed’s insistence that the 
Princess bad spoken some “fast 
words “ after the crash and his 
seeming concurrence with 
claims that she gave a “last in- 
terview” to Anris Match upset 
her family. Mr Fayed ‘s execu- 
tives point out however that 
there is no question of any 
conflict between the two feuds. 

Not eveiyone is happy about 
the collection being sold. Mr 
Fayed had outbid several mili- 
tary museums when he bought 
it. Now there are fears that a 
part of British heritage maybe 
lost Hugo Vickers, anthor of 
The Private World of the Duke 
and Duchess of Windsor, said it 
was "odd and disappointing" 
that Mr Fayed should deride to 
sell Mr fuyeefs response was 
that he was doing so “reluc- 
tantly”. His legacy, he says, 
apart from the fundraising ven- 
ture, is to establish an archive 
of Windsor papers and pho- 
tographs. 



THE INDEPENDENT 

SAVE MONEY! 

THE SAVA PLUG 

Start saving on tfie cost of running your fridge/ 
freezer as soon as you replace your 13 amp plug 
with the Sava Plug. • ■ 

Fridge /freezers are probably the biggest users of 
electricity in most homes. With the Sava Plug you 
can make typical savings of 20% per annum by 
virtue of its solid state electronics which simply reg- 
ulates the electronic supply without tfisruptmg the 
temperature. 

Conforms to appropriate British Standards and 
developed in conjunction with the Department of 
Energy it comes with a ten year manufacturers 
guarantee. 

Price £19JS p/us £1 .00 p&p 



HOW TO ORDER 

01753 642234 
01753 646810 

using your Credit Card or send 
complied coupon with crossed 
cheque or postal orders to: 
THE INDEPENDENT 
SAVA PLUG GFTER 
.PO Box 261 
StegbSUJRU 
Ote anflttto UK only. Roue 
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Please send me Sava Ptutfs) ® £19.99 plus Cl.oop&p 

The total value being: 


I enclose a crossed cheque (with my Address on the back] 
made payable ttr. NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING JND174 
Or pfoase debit my ACCESS VISA Cert account wttti fha sum ofc £ 
My cad number is 


PiM* um tax* opiata 
MyltamfefMrtarsAfe) , 


BpkyOate 


Roseau 


Telephone:. 
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The choice is yours, Mr Blair: Britain, or your friend Rupert Murdoch? 
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The choree before Tony Blair during the 
next few days is a simple one. Does he 
intend to govern this country like John 
Major and umpteen predecessors before 
him - putting partisan interest first, wor- 
rying about face, saying in the hundred and 
one macho ways available to the tenant of 
No 10 Downing Street *Tm in charge’’? 
Or does he intend to capture the spirit of 
those exchanges last week with Bill Clin- 
ton in which he claimed to represent a new 
style of governance -the same kind of spir- 
it he showed in reaching out to take Paddy 
Ashdown into cabinet deliberations on con- 
stitutional reform. How big is Ibny Blair? 

The issue to hand is his government's 
response to defeat in the House of Lords 
on control over predatory pricing in our 
segment of the newspaper market Of 
course The Independent has an interest but 
-as political and media commentary across 
the board has shown - the questions of 
Murdoch's market position and political 
influence go for wider than our fate. The 


Lords revolt can only be called a quality 
insurgency. That war horses of the Cas- 
tle and Hattexsley vintage should burst out 
of the paddock is one thing. But the op- 
position to the Government also includ- 
ed such saints of New Labour as Raymond 
Plant and David Puttnam, let alone egpwts 
as Gordon Borne - a director of Minor 
Group Newspapers— Maurice Peston and 
Joel Barnett. This was an action even the 
Prime Minister's caustic spokesman could 
not easily dismiss. 

But that is the Lords, and it ill becomes 
any of us committed to the abolition of 
that chamber to make too much of any of 
its decisions. What would embarrass the 
Government is a quality revolt in the Com- 
mons, meaning by that not just the usual 
suspects but distinguished companions in 
Ibny Blair’s own cause of modernising the 
Labour Party. It is heartening to know that 
despite the pressures of the whips and 
thought-police individual members of 
the Parliamentary Labour Party are 


prepared to act on their own account 
Would then: ranks indude, say, Charles 
Clarke, former aide to Neil Krnnock, the 
victim of Murdoch's 1992 vendetta, or 
Margaret Hodge, leader of Islington 
Council when it so tight to ban The Surt 
from its libraries? 

On previous form even former oppo- 
nents of Rupert Murdoch’s power, signa- 
tories of pnMcRsaniTMuitkxhnxrtioiKait^ 
authors of speeches in which he and his 
right-wing newspapers were attacked, will 
submit Doubtless in the event of adaBengp 
Mr Blanks ciphers wiQ cany ail before them. 
More iron will enter the backbench soul; 
more support will drain from the party, Mur- 
doch will see bis pound of flesh. 

Does the alternative - some attempt 
to meet the points made by the Lords 
amendments - have to be a loss of face? 
For a government of traditional stamp, 
probably yes. But for a government seek- 
ing to redefine terms, catalyse change in 
the British body politic -does it really have 


anything to lose? Qfoouree we would Skc 
the Government to accept me Lords’ 

amendment as it stands - if only for its sym- 
bolic force as a statement of dismissal or 
Rupert Murdoch’s ideology and colonial 
power in this country. 

There are other ways to skin the cat. 
The object of the exercise is empowering 
the competition regulators so that a fu- 
ture investigation of News International s 
pricing policy would bite if evidence were 
presented showing intent to grab unfair 
market share. The Government says leg- 
islation should concern itself with gener- 
al policy - even though there already easts 
competition law together with a set of 
precedents fiom investigations by the 
Monopolies and Mergers Commission 
which deal explicitly with the market for 
newspapers. Might then the BUI'S gener- 
al provisions on predatory pricing be tight- 
ened so that, without deliberate mention 
of Murdoch or his newspapers, his anti- 
competitive tactics policy in the broadsheet 


newspaper market get outlawed? 

Edl withLord Borne and others* 
perts to flesh out new clauses -perhaps 
even open its mind to ihe possibft ity that 
the powers required cannot be effected 
withont explicit mention of newspapers. . 

But that would require magnantmrty on 
the Government’s part. It would require 
Mr Blair to be-seen admitting his mend : 
Rupert Murdoch is tire problem, in a way . : ~ 
he has not done, at least since his visit to If) 
Australia. It would require Mr Blair to re- 
linquish his apparent conviction that he 
can sup with the devil without tarnishing 
his halo. Above all it would require the 
Prime Minister to plump, to see that the 
fortunes of his government let alone his 
party lie on one side of the political (and 
cultural) divide and Rupert Murdoch 
and his interests on the other. 
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Moral policy on Iraq 

As Anglican bishops, we are 
concerned about the present di- 
rection of British and Ameri- 
can policy on Iraq. 

We share the concern of the 
British and American admin- 
istrations that every effort be 
made to stop - or at least lim- 
it - the damage being done by 
Saddam Hussein's regime to his 
own people and to the stabili- 
ty of the entire region. 

However, any action that 
will involve large-scale civilian 
casualties in Iraq leaves the 
Western nations in a weak 
moral position. What is more, 
military intervention by West- 
ern nations is likely to reinforce 
the already deep Muslim mis- 
trust of the Wesu 

The points we wish our 
government to consider are 
these: 

(i) The existing UN resolu- 
tions on Iraq are a crucial sign 
of the general will of the in- 
ternational community. Mili- 
tary’ action not endorsed fay the 
Security’ Council might weaken 
the force of these resolutions and 
undermine further the credibil- 
ity of the UN in the Arab world. 

(iij At present, the goals of 
military intervention remain 
unclear. Ifwc do not know the 
exact location of research es- 
tablishments actively engaged 
in producing chemical and bi- 
ological weapons, we cannot 
know that their elimination 
has been secured. The risk of 
widespread collateral damage 
must be pondered. Previous ac- 
tion reduced Iraq to a state in 
which the firm government of 
a ruthless tyrant seemed more 
than ever the only alternative 
to total social collapse. 

(ith Just war theory requires 
a reasonable calculation of suc- 
cess in attaining clearly de- 
fined objectives, once all other 
avenues have been exhausted. 
We are not convinced that this 
applies here. What has made 
possible the limited progress 
achieved over the last six years? 
What are the possibilities of re- 
constituting an inspection team 
from nations less directly in- 
volved in the last conflict? 

(iv) Sanctions in Iraq con- 
tinue to cripple anything re- 
sembling crvfl society, if they arc 
not to be lifted or modified, 
there must be urgent attention 
to developing the oil-for-food 
exchanges fostered by the UN 
and other possibilities for hu- 
manitarian aid. 

(v) We do not write from a 
pacifist position, but from a 
common concern to urge gov- 
ernment to search more actively 



for alternatives to violence, 
and to seek to work with and 
for international consensus, 
rather than allowing any kind 
of “superpower" mentality to 
make the running. 

We raise these points on the 
basis of the Christian convic- 
tion that inoocent citizens 
have the right not to become 
the target of threats and vio- 
lence, and that the building of 
trust between peoples is the 
overriding priority for policy 
in such circumstances. Our 
prayers continue for all in- 
volved at every level. 

ROWAN WILLIAMS, Bishop 
of Monmouth; PETER PRICE, 
Bishop of Kingston: BARRY 
MORGAN, Bishop of Bangor, 
WILFRED WOOD. Bishop of 
Croydon; JOHN AUSTIN. 
Bishop of. Aston; 
CHRISTOPHER MAYFIELD. 
Bishop of Manchester; 
GRAHAM JAMES, Bishop of 
St German ; WILLIAM IND, 
Bishop of Truro; JACK 
NICHOLLS. Bishop of 
Sheffield; PETER SELBY. 
Bishop of Worcester 


Tax benefits 

Your leading article ("Three 
steps forward and one step 
back for Mr Brown”. 10 Feb- 
ruary) identifies a central 
theme of the forthcoming Bud- 
get as a shift from cash bene- 
fits to tax reliefs, most 
importantly via the replace- 
ment of family credit by’ a 
working •families tax credit. 

You praise the psychological 
advantage of shifting to a culture 
where people feci that they 
stand on their own feet rather 
than relying on state handouts. 
This has always been the tradi- 
tional Treasury distinction be- 
tween tax reliefs / allowances and 
benefits, of course- and a com- 
pletely artificial one it is loo. 

In recent months, the new 
government seems by and large 
to have stopped referring to 
"welfare dependency”, “hand- 
outs" and the “underclass”. 
This is a very welcome change. 
But to distance in-work support 
from help given via social secu- 
rity, by routing it via foe tax sys- 
tem instead, risks exacerbating 


the existing divisions between 
those in and out of work and the 
stigma of reliance on benefits. 

To justify this by feeding the 
illusion that those of us in work 
are free-standing individuals 
getting no support via the fiscal 
system is to add insult to injury. 
FRAN BENNETT 
Oxford 

Changing countryside 

This counrry-chveUer is sick of 
having his views “represented” 
by others. First it was the hunt- 
ing lobby. Now I see that foe 
Country Landowners Associa- 
tion and the National Earmers 
Union are claiming to speak for 
me (“When foe wrath of the 
country people will be set 
ablaze”. 7 February). 

I love the landscape and the 
villages in my part of England. 
I like to walk in foe woods and 
experience foe passing of foe 
seasons. J do not complain 
about the noise of tractors nor 
foe smeQ of slurry. At the same 
time. I enjoy rock concerts and 
the cinema and the theatre. I 


travel to watch Premier League 
football. 1 vote Labour. I can’t 
remember the last time I 
tugged my forelock. And I am 
realistic enough to recognise 
that, if it is to thrive, the coun- 
tryside has to change. 

A majority of country people 
oppose hunting with hounds. 
Quite apart from foe obvious, 
the hunt is a nuisance and an in- 
convenience to those of us who 
live here. My guess is that a ma- 
jority also want to see the “right- 
to-roam” enshrined in law - a 
manifesto commitment on 
which the Government seems to 
be planning to renege. 

DAVID WILKINS 
Berwick Si Leonard, Wiltshire 

Local democracy 

Sir Jeremy Beecham calls for 
non-domestic rates to be re- 
turned to local control and 
claims that greater financial au- 
tonomy for local authorities is 
necessary to increase democ- 
racy (“Missing voters to be 
lured with polling booths in su- 
permarkets”, 10 February). 


The fact is thaL in 1989. 
when responsibility for setting 
foe business rate was still with 
local government, businesses in 
inner London contributed 
three times more to local au- 
thority coffers than did do- 
mestic ratepayers - voters. 
This mode! of local democra- 
cy is not one we should be seek- 
ing to restore. 

SIMON SPERRYN 
London Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
London EC4 

Flying finance 

Hamish McRae is right to 
point out (Business, 3 Febru- 
ary) that the civil aircraft in- 
dustry is one of the more 
extreme examples of corporate 
concentration, not least due to 
its highly capitalistic nature 
and its huge barriers to entry. 
However, his suggestion that of 
the two remaining aircraft 
manufacturers. Airbus and 
Boeing, only the latter can 
make a living without "subsi- 
dies” is wide of foe mark. 


Airbus Industrie does not 
receive subsidies - if Mr 
McRae means free, financial 
band-outs. Rather, its industrial 
partners have received re- 
fundable launch-aid for some 
of the costs of research and de- 
velopment of specific aircraft 
programmes, with principal 
and interest repayable as a 
levy od aircraft rales. The Eu- 
ropean governments, having 
shared the risks of setting up 
aircraft-manufacturing activi- 
ty in Europe, also share in its 
rewards. 

The US authorities, on the 
other hand, through an indirect 
financial aid mechanism where 
repayment terms are nebulous, 
are generous to their manu- 
facturers, thereby giving them 
a measurable advantage over 
us. Were Airbus Industrie the 
beneficiary of such largesse, its 
challenge to Boeing would be 
even more formidable. 
ROBERT ALCZART 
Vice President. Corporate 
Communications 
Airbus Industrie 
Blagnac, France 


Save the arts 


Loud bravos for the Independait 
for campaigning to rescue the 
arts from the brink of disaster. 
Tax relief for individual giving 
would be a boon. However, it 
would be damaging if the Gov- 
ernment chose to decrease arts 
funding as a consequence of it. 

We must not adopt foe 
American model holus-bolus. 
America’s most renowned Jiving 


pwrigh t has been uigim* us for . 
rs to keep our system of gar- 
ment subsidy. Arthur Miller . 
good reason. His fbscinat- 
later plays could not find a 
je at borne, but our snb- 
sed theatre premiered them. | 
The continuance, indeed '* 
increase, of public subsidy 

-* l : : n £ 


experience is that, on average, 
it's the safe and prestigious 
end of the chain which most 


readily attracts private, money. 

The Government must con- 
tinue subsidising the educa- 
tional and the adventurous and 
the community arts, and it must 
invest in its current policy of 
making all the arts financially 
and socially accessible . Indeed, 
without suds enlightened in- 
vestment in the grass-roots, we 
would not have the more obvi- 
ous successes of British culture 
which earn so much for the 
Treasury atfoome and abroad. 
PHILIP HEDLEY t, 

Artistic Director 
Theatre Rayed Stratford East 
London E15 


Pre-millennium Bug 


Your article "Millennium Bug: 
Blair goes to war” (9 February) 
repeats the misunderstanding 
that the crisis will only occur as 
the clocks strike midnight on 31 
December 1999. Companies will 
find that the crisis is upon them 
as soon as they attempt to place 
a sales order, purchase order or 
other transaction into 2000 


which, for a company with long£? 
lead times, will be well before the’:' 


end of December 1999. 
PETER HARRIS 
Rugby. Warwickshire 


Abolish the church 

I was incensed by foe letter (6 
February) from the Rev Peter 
Hatton, calling for the abolition 
of the lottery. Coming from 
someone employed in an in- 
dustry that has for centuries ex- 
ploited foe credulous, gullible 
and needy, it's a bit rich. 
ROBERT SMITH 
Merstham, Surrey 


I can’t stand Sylvia Plath’s poetry, but you should hear her 


comic material 



MILES 

KINGTON 


Brian Walden attracted a flurry of publici- 
ty foe other day by saying the unsayable — 
that is, for saying that he thought Nelson 
Mandela was not a wholly admirable per- 
son. The late Enoch Powell wfli be re- 
membered, poor chap, entirely for say ing 
foe unsayable on one single occasion, even 
though it B paradoxical that such a scholarly, 
academic chap should have caught the 
puhlic fancy entirely in the character of a 
fiery racialist. Prince Charles caught the at- 
tention of foe public by saying the unsayable 
about modern architecture. 

A lot of us in private life probably risked 
a lot of flak by asking unsayable questions 
about Princess Diana. (Questions like: 
“Who cares?” and "Why has everyone gone 
mad?”) 

But I think it is very healthy ro say the 
unsayable, lo question comfortable as- 
sumptions. For instance, there is a goody- 
goody assumption on the programme 
Desen Island Discs that everyone will want 


foe Bible and Shakespeare along with their 
chosen book. I don’t know how many Mus- 
lims or atheists have been on foe pro- 
gramme, but I wonder what they thought 
of having the Bible forced on them. And 
1 do remember at least one occasion on 
which Shakespeare has been rejected. 
When Carla Lane was a guest on Desert Is- 
land Discs she was presented with foe oblig- 
atory Bible and Shakespeare by the 
mandatory Sue Lawley. Unusually she 
told Sue Lawley she would rather not have 
the Shakespeare, as she didn’t get anything 
out of him. 

I can't remember foe reasons she gave, 
nor what Sue Lawley said in response, if 
indeed she could think of anything to say, 
but I do remember a) disagreeing with Carla 
Lane, b) admiring her courage in saying 
wbat she said, c) envying foe amount of free 
time she must have accrued through not 
bothering with Shakespeare. 

And yet we must ail have deaf areas 


which are totally unresponsive to things we 
really ought to respond to. I, for instance, 
spent many years as a jazz reviewer in which 
I never once confessed to my inability to 
enjoy Billie Holliday’s singing. She was foe 
ultimate jazz singer, we are always told, 
which is a shame, as I actively dislike foe 
sound of her voice and find her style un- 
pleasantly mannered. On foe few occasions 
that 1 voiced my inability to appreciate her, 
I got foe sort of reaction from other jazz 
lovers that foe Archbishop of Canterbury 
might get if he let drop at the Synod that 
he wasn't too sure he saw the point of God, 
so I started to keep quiet about what I felt 
about Billie Holliday. 

Same about Sylvia Plath. I have tried on 
several occasions to tackle her writing, and 
have always found it so gloomy and nerve- 
racking that I have ended up flinging it 
joyfully across the room and swearing nev- 
er to try again. The only time I have ever 
liked the idea of Sylvia Plalh was. oddly. 


when I came across a tape of her voice in 
foe BBC Radio Archives. She wasn’t read- 
ing poetry: She wasn’t even talking about 
poetry. She was Calking about foe British 
weather and landscape, and how it struck 
an American newcomer to these shores, and 
what she said was bright and funny. Bright 
and funny! Sylvia Plath being bright and fun- 
ny! It seems incredible, doesn't it? You can 
keep her poetry. I'm afraid, but I do like 
her comic material ... 

(I sometimes feel foe same about Dy- 
lan Thomas. I like Under Milk Wood a lot 
better than anything else he ever wrote. I 
once dared to say so in a Welsh gathering, 
and I could feel the glittering hostility im- 
mediately. I shall not make foe same mis- 
take again. Dylan Thomas is the only 
world-renowned writer produced by Whies 
since foe War, and criticising him constitutes 
more than just voicing an opinion - it's tan- 
tamount to trying to sabotage the Welsh 
economy.) 



by when it comes to air-time, 

, cease to badger BBC Radio foi 
coverage. Recently tilings have 
and . there is more jazz, esp 
Radio 3. So I should have forest 
ters which were read out on Fe 
other day, indignantly saying 
was PAR too much jazz on Ra< 
days ... 

But when it comes to sayii 
say able, and voicing prejudices. 
Wind-spots, it was a jazz musciax 
up with one of foe best examp 
is said that when Buddy Rich, fo 
vmg, hard-bitten jazz drummer, 
pita! for his last major heart ope 
surgeon came past his bed one e 
said to him: “Everything aiT 
Rich? Anything bothering you 4 ! 

“Yeah, he said. “Country n 
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FUTURE 
OF MARRIAGE 


;.l bavefogon^Sa^IJf 1 “ you 
■- 1-^’sday.Soifyou^ bidtadto a Valea ‘ 
' . m this newspaper (o "T 

1 . nut brown bare loves h.vT™ 0 * 0131 ^ttle 
(an auttSo *“? 

to back '’ ybu have 

day carries the name of 
matt pnest clubbed to death Z ™ff r 
. possftfy the other St ValentinT?^,? I 
jtont martyred a few yeare later). 

S? ? f a couou 3«^ festival in 

t0 ^ lebrale ^ Mating of birds 
(an^by extension, human mating) predates 
^Histianity.The festival of Lupercaliawas 
i^man pagan one, held on IS February. 
The date came forward a day when the 

ES?**** festival ^ 

U to St V. But the idea seems to have ear- 
ned on, more or less unchanged, right 
through the Middle Ages, lo be mentioned 
S Chaucer (Assembly of Fowls) and by 
Shakespeare (Midsummer Might’s Dream). 
So those of us who contribute to the 1 J 14 
million valentine cards the Royal Man 
expects to be posted this week are not just 
dupes of the modern greetings card 
industry,- we are prisoners of a much older 
tradition. 

We remain prisoners, however, at a mo- 
ment when the role of women - at least in 
western society - has changed more in the 
last 40 years than at any time in the previ- 
ous 2,000. Take two measures of that 
change: marriage and female participation 
in the workforce. The new Social Trends , 
published at the end of last month, report- 
ed that by 1996 births outside marriage here 
in Britain had reached 36 per cent (and it 
is over 50 per cent In Sweden). 

As for female participation in the work- 
force, while we have hot yet reached the 
point of Sweden, where there are more 
women in jobs than men, there are 1 1.75 mil- 
lion women in employment in Britain 
against 14.5 men, whereas in 1979 there were 
only 9.5 million women and 14.8 million 
men. In other words, there are more than 
two million more women in work than there 
were two decades ago; but 300,000 fewer 
men. Gradually, inexorably, the workforce 
is becoming feminised. 

These changes are remarkable. Indeed 
when humankind looks back on the last quar- 
ter of century I suspect that the dominating 
change - more important that the end of the 
Cold War or the economic revival of China 
- win be the change in the lives of women, 
in particular the increase in Lheir earning ca- 
pacity and the soda! consequences associ- 
ated with that. Those soda! consequences 
of course include the freedom to gel out of 
unsatisfactory marriages, or to have children 


Sltori^S eCOn ° mfc prcsam: 10 

ourdesirvf Je dissalisfied wUi marriage, but 
as Gently continues 

exnbfn fl y “ Cver \ for how could one 
p2L. feSk I P C ?? sing enthusiasm for this 
2,^ of the mating birds? Does this 
commit 0 ^ ** Want romance without 

? r rould il ** iha * I** 
couple of decades will come 10 be seen as 
an tusioncal oddity? Maybe in another cou- 
Sm h f dccades ’ lhe institution of marriage 
JSS? * ad f . a ““e-back, births out of 
wedbek wdlbem rapid decline and women 

"7 Qave cho fun to give up paid work and 
return t° being “homemakers”, coo kina 
nourishing meals to welcome home their 
frazzled husbands? 

By coincidence, some support for the 
7° mcn of leisure” came yesterday from one 
surveys of women's opinion (pub- 
hshed by a magazine called Top Same). It 
suggested that given the choice most women 
would like to give up work and be home- 
makers. 

It is certainly possible ibai the developed 
world could revert to the pattern where 
women did go back to homemaking: that 
happened in the 1950s when the marriage 
age dropped, lhe binh rate rose and female 
participation rates in the workforce fell. Bui 
1 think, looking ahead one or two genera- 
tions at least, th3i the recent change in work 
patterns will be permanent. The harsh re- 
ality of the rise in the proportion of elder- 
ly people relative to those of working age 
will mean that just about everybody who can 
work wfli have to do so. 

On the other hand 1 also suspect that 
marriage will make a come-back. Thai is not 
a comment on the moralising attitudes of 
our new political masters; rather it is an ob- 
servation of US social trends, where there 
is considerable pressure to try to find ways 
of beefing up the marriage contract. As yet 
there is Stile evidence here of the oppro- 
brium that used to be attached lo “living in 
sin” dr “trading in for a younger model" - 
indeed the politically correct behaviour 
seems to be to dump the wife and many lhe 
mistress. But it is important to remember 
that soda! attitudes do swing from one ex- 
treme to another, and just as the 1950s now 
seem an oddity of repressive social (and sex- 
ual) conformity, so the present norm of one- 
third of children being born outside 
marriage may seem equally odd in anoth- 
er 40 years’ time. 

Indeed it is just possible that the revival 
of Valentine's day - statistically more cards 
being posted than ever before in our history 
- is a sort of lead indicator suggesting a rise 
in a desire for stable relationships. Unless 
we are absolutely hopeless romantics or pro- . 
found hypocrites* when we profess undying 
love and devotion to each other (in pretty 
dopey language) we do actually mean it So 
our desire for love and romance seems to 
be as great as ever. What we haven't quite 
figured out is how to combine that aspira- 
tion with a genuine equality of opportuni- 
ty in the workplace and a genuine equality 
of chore-sharing in the home. 

If we have failed on that score, our faii- 
ure is unsurprising. The rise of women's eco- 
nomic opportunities is a change of seismic 
proportions. There is no road-map of bow 
we should adjust so this generation has to 
make it up as it goes along with only com- 
mon sense as a guide: It would be astounding 
if It did not take a while to establish new so- 
cial norms to apply to the changed economic 
scene. But gradually that mil happen. And 
I expect ii will happen by refashioning, adapt- 
ing and developing institutions that go 
back for thousands of years - like Valentine’s 
day. and also like marriage. 
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A Deputy Prime Minister should 
watch the company he keeps 





GLENDA 
COOPER 
NEVER SUP 
WITH STARS 


“You should never put on your 
best trousers when you go out 
to fight for freedom and truth,*’ 
said Ibsen. You should also take 
your raincoat with you, John 
Prescott could have added af- 
ter attending the Brit Awards 
on Monday nighL 

The poor old deputy Prime 
Minister fell victim at what is 
fast becoming an annual event 
al the Brit Awards - the Jarvis 
Cocker Moment. Named after 
the lead singer of Pulp, it is the 
moment when pop stars sud- 
denly remember that their job 
isn't all about huge record con- 
tracts, PR opportunities and 
sensible lifestyles. For a brief 
second they remember that 
the whole point about 
rock'n'roll is to be mad, bad and 
dangerous (o know. 

It's a lesson politicians seem 
reluctant to take on board, 
however, as can be seen by Mr 
Prescott's surprise at his dous- 
ing by the alternative band 
Cbumhawamba. They've some- 
how been seduced into thinking 
that pop stars are nothing more 
than cuddly photo opportunities 
vital to any political party. One 
Downing Street insider re- 
marked acidly yesterday that 
there were more No 10 
people at the Brit Awards than 
in Washington for Blair’s love- 
in with Clinton. Well, 1 suppose 
the Spice Girls were being pre- 
sented with a special prize for 
overseas success, which is more 
upbeat than the overseas failure 
to deal with Iraq. 

But you can’t rely on pop 
stars to behave themselves, 
particularly at the Brit Awards. 
Jarvis Cocker started it at the 
1996 awards when Michael 
Jackson adopted a Messianic 
pose surrounded by adoring 
waifs in rags while he sang 
"Earth Song”. Cocker, hero of 
the Common People objected 
to this yucky gushiness and 
bounded on stage. 

Still he isn’t the only one 
to behave badly. You can 
always rely on Oasis. At 
the same awards ceremony 
Liam Gallagher tried lo push 
a ’statuette up his bottom 
and Noel Gallagher snarled 
at Michael Hutcfaence 
“Has-beens shouldn’t be 


giving awards to gonnabes.” 

Last year It was somewhat 
quieter with only Irvine Welsh's 
saJwc to the Liverpool dockers 
and, most daringly, lTV’s de- 
cision 10 broadcast the 
evening’s hesi joke, which dealt 
with (he prickly topic of pop 
stars and cocaine. “Charlie, 
wherever you arc, can you 
make yourself known,” re- 
quested the comedienne Mrs 
Merton. “They're all ’asking 
for you backstage ...” 

Still, if you want to organise 
bad behaviour properly, you do 
need the fully paid up anarchisi 
to do so. Danbert Nobacon, 
member of Chumbawamba 
(who had already taunted the 
Government about the Liver- 
pool dockers), waited until 
Fleetwood Mac were playing, 
then crept up on John Prescott 
from behind, and emptied an ice 
bucket over him. 

Nobacon's fellow band 
member “Boff” later said, tan- 
talisingly , that Nobacon and Mr 
Presooit had a long running 
“thing” but declined to elabo- 
rate further - r^ucb to every- 
one’s dir appointment. Mr 
Prescott released a statement 
yesterday condemning Chum- 
bawamba’s act as “deplorable”, 
“totally unacceptable public 
behaviour”, and said he was 
considering making a com- 
plaint. “It now appears that it 
was a publicity stunt designed 
to draw attention to the group's 
act,” added the official state- 
ment. “[Mr Prescott] thinks it 
is utterly contemptible that his 
wife and other women-folk 
should have been subjected to 
such terrifying behaviour sim- 
ply because they were accom- 
panying a public figure at an 
event designed to support the 
British music industry.” 

Oh for goodness’ sake. 



A very wet politician: John Prescott at the Brit Awards Photograph: Chris Harris 


just plain awkward - rather like 
the adolescents it appeals to. 

Politicians and pop stars 
schmoozing up to one another 
is nothing unusual. Harold Wil- 
son awarded the Beatles MBEs 
in 1965. President Clinton 
asked Fleetwood Mac to play 
at his first inaugural celebra- 
tions. Over a succession of din- 
ners in 1972, Tom Driberg tried 
to persuade Mick Jagger to 


(mostly naff) pop stars and co- 
medians to drink) es at Number 
Tern the very people Blair is try- 
ing to impress will be turned 
off,” he said. 

Bill Drummond, part of the 
art pranksters the K Founda- 
tion, agrees. Last year be at- 
tacked Alan McGee, head of 
Oasis’s record company. Cre- 
ation, for joining the Govern- 
ment’s task force on the arts. 


The Government, in its desire to be young 
and hip, has overlooked the fact that youth 
culture is rebellious, and just plain awkward 


John, take a chill pill. The 
whole point of being an anar- 
chist band is nothing if not to 
indulge in deplorable and un- 
acceptable behaviour. And 
you’re not going 10 endear 
yourself airy further to British 
youth by talking about “wom- 
enfolk” being terrified and 
thea allowing yourself to be 
“comforted” by Ginger Spice, 
Geri HalliweU. I'm sure any 
woman would be more terrified 
by Geri looming over her man 
than a solitary anarchist 
But tbe Blair government in 
its desire to be young, hip and 
everything that is Cool Britannia 
bas somehow overlooked the fact 
that a b{g part of youth culture 
is being rebellious, creative and 


stand as a Labour MP. 

But all this cosying up to the 
pop industry is inevitably going 
to end up making everyone look 
stupid. Noel Gallagher was 
v^guefyamuar^wfam be was re- 
bellious. But when Noel dins tbe 
following: “There are seven 
people in here who are gjvin’ 
hope to the young people of this 
country. Me, our kid, Guigsy, 
Bonehead. Alan White I Oasis], 
Alan McGee [the boss of Cre- 
ation Records] — and Tony 
Blair.’' you jusf want ro vomit. 

Last week Wayne Heming- 
way, chairman of Red or Dead, 
warned Blair that attempts to 
“rebrand” Britain as the 
epicentre of coolness were just 
"sad”. “By simply inviting a few 


■Tmgetting very frightened,” he 

said at the time. “It is the job 
of tbe arts to stand outside the 
establishment. As soon as you 
start becoming part of the PR 
of a government year are getting 
into a dangerous area.” 

And what happens when the 
Government starts implement- 
ing things that aren't quite so 
popular? While, during the re- 
view of the year, the audience at 
the Brit Awards were cheering 
for Blair's election victory, they 
had forgotten tbe 200 demon- 
strators outside, protesting 


against low wages for CD pack- 
ers. One of the demonstrators 
who vaulted over a barricade to 
get to Cberie Blair said she had 
promised to look into the case. 
W0I she? No one will be cheer- 
ing All Saints quite so loudly if 
they become associated with 
the party that cuts benefits. 

No, the Government need- 
ed a blast of icy water to remind 
its members to stop behaving 
like starry-eyed teens when a 
pop star swings into view. Tony 
and Co now have to act out the 
roles of responsible parental fig- 
ures of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. By trying too bard to be 
in touch with popular culture, 
they’re not only making them- 
selves look silly but destroying 
the street-cred of countless 
stars along the way. 

When Virginia Bottomley 
invited Alan McGee to her of- 
fice for tea, he politely but firm- 
ly refused. “With her record of 
dosing hospitals down,” said 
tbe man who discovered Oasis, 
“I am concerned that frater- 
nising with her may result in the 
closure of my record company ” 
Everyone cheered and thought 
Oasis were cool A year later 
Alan McGee joins a govern- 
ment task force, everyone hates 
Oasis and even Nod himself ad- 
mits the third album wasn’t 
much good. I rest my case. 


Elected mayors could give Personality to local government 
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WALKER 

POWER TO 
4 THE PEOPLE 


Go to Binningham, Manches- 
ter or Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
• aud it's as quiet as Calabria. Lo- 
cal Labour activists are ob- 
. serv ing the code of omertd. 

Labour councillors ought 
to be filming. Since last May, 
ministers from their own pur - 
tyhsvecut their grants, moved 
to take away what is left of their 
control of schools and social ser- 
vices, -excluded them from the 
new regional set-up, screwed 
their spending caps down, all 
the while badgering them in 
Thatcfcrite tones about effi- 
ciency and effectiveness. And 
the response: not a cheep. 

! Yet the silence is not too 
mu ch of a puzzle. Those coun- 
cflkas know their capacity tosay 
boo toTbny Hair and his Cab- 
r--~ — hw their own 


parlous position in the public’s 
hearts and minds. Tferesa Stew- 
art, veteran Old Left leader of 
Birmingham, knows full well 
that a word out of place would 
have Alastair Campbell rifling 
through his dictionary of party 
put-downs: but would that mat- 
ter if she could mobilise 
Handsworfh and Aston? Lord 
(Steve) Bassam, leader of 
Brighton, is not just constrained 
by his mint-new peerage but by 
the distinctly ambiguous atti- 
tude towards his council of tbe 
residents of Kemp Tbwn. 

For every opinion poll show- 
ing people value local self- 
government in principle, 
councillors daily drown in a sea 
of apathy, tinged with harsh crit- 
icism of the services they pro- 
vide, from pavements to public 
housing- The fact that under 
Thatcher councils lost power is 
a ready excuse but not a con- 
vincing explanation. The bigger 

reason is thatthe way local po- 
litical business is conducted 
sits ill in the culture. All those 
drafiv halls and smoke-filled 

rooms smell of yesterday. When 

was the last time yon heard a 
reference to council affairs m 
Albert Square or The Street? 

Councillors get by on suf- 
ferance. Out there, there is no 

enthusiasm for what they do. 
Tbny Blair knows that. Irs be- 
cause they know he knows it 
tfaatthe mwudpaisflence of re- 
cent months bas been so re- 
«dhw. And that’s also the 


reason why Labour council- 
lors - currently so dominant in 
the local scene - have no choice 
but to respond enthusiastical- 
ly to tbe revivalist programme 
for local democracy presented 
the other day by John Prescott. 

Even before - see Glenda 
Cboper above - he went to hu- 
miliation al tbe Brit Awards, the 
Deputy Prime Minister had 
been practising his Sixties hits 
by giving his green paper the ti- 
tle “power to the people”. If you 


minister Paul Boateng says 
councils are members of the fin- 
gertip club. The choice is stark. 
Either councils change radically 
or they face extinction. 

But now the Government 
has dangled a life-line in front 
of them in the shape of its pro- 
posal for elected mayors. This 
is essentially about trying to in- 
ject Personality into local pub- 
lic administration, to give local 
people a means of identifying 
subjectively with grey procedure. 


When was the last time you heard 
a reference to council affairs in 
Albert Square or The Street? 


are a councillor comfortable in 
your committee, his recipe for 
plebiscites, Klieg lights^ and 
mayors could look mighty 
threatening. But at this moment 
in time you have no choice to 
pick up the Government’s sug- 
gestions and run with them. 

Labour councillors know - 
if they, have any political intel- 
ligence at all - that in these cir- 
cumstances Prescott is the best 
friend they have got: there is a 
swarm of bright young things in 
No 10 already thinking the un- 
thinkable about getting rid of 
councils as we know them. The 
education minister Stephen By- 
ers, tipped for the top, is a fierce 
critic. The social services 


At present local govern- 
ment is a charisma- free zone. 
After you have recalled Joe 
Chamberlain “gassing and wa- 
tering” Birmingham in the last 
century, X Dan Smith in New- 
castle in the Sixties and Ken 
Livingstone at the GLC in the 
early Eighties, big figures are 
hard to find. (Smith may have 
taken a bung or two, but for a 
few years at least he gave 
Geonfies real pride in their 
dry’s civic identity). . 

The mayoral office, invest- 
ed with executive power and 
subject to direct elections, 
might attract people with 
puffing power. We may not be 
very impressed with the names 


mentioned so for in connection 
with the Greater London may- 
oralty (with the exception, per- 
haps, of Glenda Jackson who is 
reported to be on the point of 
announcing her candidacy), 
but there is no denying the fris- 
son of interest it has excited. 
And that is not just, the polls 
confirm, among professional 
chatterers. Ordinary London- 
ers have actually been heard 
talking about their self-gov- 
ernment! (I know. I beard them 
myself on a bus in Clapham the 
other day.) 

Of course the cult of per- 
sonality does not offer much to 
the municipal mavens who have 
toiled away for years in their 
surgeries and committees. But 
without Personality, what 
prospects do local authorities 
have in a television age, when 
the public space has shrunk and 
people are decreasingly willing 
to spend time and energy on 
collective endeavour? 

There are other, imaginative 
proposals in John Prescott’s par 
per and in Lord Hunt's exper- 
imental arrangements Bill, now 
before the Lords. They ought 
to be eagerly seized. It won’t do 
for councillors to ring their 
hands and worry whether, even 
if they did miraculoosty reinsert 
councils into the public’s polit- 
ical imag ination, the central 
government would ever re- 
spond by entrusting them with 
more powers. 

The point is that they have 


no choice. Further reduction in 
their powers is already on the 
New Labour agenda. Education 
action zones, special commit- 
tees to run social services, fur- 
ther moves to turn councils into 
mere agents of the centre in 
(the phrase is used in No 10) 
managin g the underclass: that 
is their foies. Take an example 
from. Monday. There was the 
housing minister Hilary Arm- 
strong sending a shot across 
council bows on rents. They 
were collecting less, she com- 
plained - and in the back- 
ground is the threat that 
Labour (following the Tbries) 
will expropriate councils and 
end their role as large-scale 
property owners. 

Councils have only one 
place to go. Call it, as Prescott 
did, ‘"modernisation”, call It 
the revitalisation of local 
democracy. The predominant- 
ly grey-suited, middle-aged men 
who control Labour locally 
have to get up and go. If they 
had sense they would straight- 
away badger ministers with 
their own proposals -for pro- 
portional representation and 
the end of single-party hege- 
mony, for active recruitment of 
younger people, user-friendly 
procedures, sleek, telegenic 
mayors. If that sounds like a col- 
lective suicide note, so be - it. 
Onfy by throwing themselves on 
the Btairites’ bayonets can the 
old guard ensure local democ- 
ratic setf-government survives. 
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BP investors set for 
$1 bn share buyback 
bonanza this year 


By Chris Gods mark 

EusinKS Correspondent 


British Petroleum is planning a 
rolling programme of share 
buybacks, likely to generate 
windfalls to investors worth 
hundreds of millions of pounds 
a year, despite disappointing 
shareholders yesterday with 
weaker than expected profits. 

BP first revealed its long* 
awaited share-buyback plans 
last summer but investors were 
asked to wait until the annual 
shareboldezs' meeting in April 
for details of the policy. The oil 
giant is now expected to seek 
investors' permission to make 
a series of buybacks, with the 
aim of distributing excess prof- 
its in a year-o n-year bonanza. 
The company will seek to renew 
the buyback powers at each sub- 
sequent agm. 

John Browne, chief execu- 
tive. will tell shareholders that 
the company can no longer find 
sufficiently attractive invest- 
ment opportunities for all of its 
cash. The company is expected 
to invest some SS.7hn (£3.6hn), 
similar to the figure achieved 
in 1 997. but siUl has substantial 
sums of extra cash which the 
management believe should 
be handed back to investors. 

Though BP needs to ask 
shareholders for rhe power to 
make buybacks, it has since last 
year spent S270m on purchas- 
ing stock for its employees 
share schemes. Mr Browne 
said the timing of the buy- 
backs would depend on further 
clarification of the UK tax 
regime, following the Govern- 
ment’s decision to. phase out 
advanced corporation tax on 
dividends. . 


Announcing a 13 per cent 
rise in annual profits to a 
record £Z8bn, BP said its debt 
stood at $6.9bn (£43bn). low- 
er than the group's target range 
of $7bn-SSbn. This would sug- 
gest the first buybacks this year 
could reach SI bn (£600m). 

At the same time BP will 
pledge a steady increase in 
dividends to investors, based on 
underlying profits generated 
from an average oQ price of 
aronnd $16 a barrel BP yes- 
terday raised its quarterly div- 
idend by 035p to 5.75p, 
bringing the annual payout to 
22p, a 13 per cent rise on 1996. 

Mr Browne will also reveal 
much tougher efficiency targets 
at the agm as part of BP*s self- 
help programme. The compa- 
ny bad almost achieved its 
targets for the millennium by 
the end of last year. BP has 
made efficiency gains worth 



John Browne: No att rac tive 
investments for alt BP cash 


around Sl,2bn, just S300m 
short of the 2 000 target. 

Though Mr Browne kept in- 
vestors guessing about the new 
policy yesterday, he promised 
BP would deliver “new and 
different ways of doing busi- 
ness", He added: “We are still 
motoring and we are still speed- 
ing up.... The journey contin- 
ues: we haven't just arrived." 

BP shares fell 21p to 793p 
after the group revealed a 4 per 
cent drop in profits between 
October and December to 
£636m. The fell in fourth quar- 
ter profits was blamed on 
currency weaknesses in Europe 
and the Far East. 

BP played down suggestions 
that the falling oQ price was to 
blame, despite the feet that the 
$18.40 a barrel averaged by BP 
during the quarter was some 20 
percent lower than the year be- 
fore. BfeiU crude was Cradicg yes- 
terday at just over $15 a barrel, 
compared with a peak during 
1996 of around $25. 

Mr Browne claimed BP's 
financial performance no longer 
depended on oil prices. "The 
supposedtyiron link between out 
profit and the oQ price has been 
broken." BP expected prices to 
trade at the bottom end of a $ 15- 
$18 a barrel range, (hough Mr 
Browne quickly added that this 
was “not a forecast”. 

Delays to the deep water 
Foinavenfeld to the west of Shet- 
land cost BP about $70m last year. 
Production finally started in De- 
cember after a series of techni- 
cal problems and delays due to 
bad weather. Other big projects 
in Alaska, the Gulf of Mexico, 
Angola and the Caspian were all 
expected to contribute to a surge 
in production during 1998. 



By Michael Harrison 


The Government has identified 
50 public sector projects with 
a capital value of £5bn as pri- 
orities for completion under (he 
Private Finance Initiative. 

The schemes include a 
£200m project to condense the 
top security GCHQ listening 
centre in Cheltenham on to one 
site, a £18Gm refurbishment of 
the Ministry of Defence’s 
Whitehall headquarters, a 
£330m ticketing system for Lon- 
don Underground and a new 
£140m hospital for Edinburgh. 

A number of large schools 
programmes also feature on the 
list of “significant” schemes in- 


Government unveils list of 


50 public sector PFI 


eluding a project to refurbish 
38 primary and secondary 
schools in Glasgow. 

However, the list contains 
only one road project -- a £125m 
scheme to upgrade the A 13. 
known as the Thames Gateway. 

Unveiling the list. Geoffrey 
Robinson, the Paymaster Gen- 
eral, also disclosed that 30 
schemes worth £libn had been 
signed off by the Treasury's pri- 


vate finance taskforce since 
Labour came to power last May. 
This brings the running total in- 
cluding the Channel Tunnel 
Rail link to £85 bn. However, 
the Treasury has abandoned its 
formal target of completing 
£14bn worth of PFI schemes by 
the end of next financial year. 

Mr Robinson said the 
schemes had been selected be- 
cause they were either big, high 


projects 

profile, ground-breaking or act- 
ed as models for how the PFI 
could be applied in particular 
areas of the public sector. 

He played down fears drat 
projects not featured mi the list, 
such as the M8 motorway in 
Scotland, bad been downgrad- 
ed or would not get PFI back- 
ing. Mr Robinson denied that 
the collapse of London & Con- 
tinental Railways' plan for the 


rafl link -by far the biggest pro- 
ject attempted under the PFI 
- had in any way undermined 
the initiative. 

Adrian Montague; the 
Dresdner Kkinwort Benson 
banker brought in last year to 
head up the taskforce, also 
disclosed that finance for. PFI 1, > 
projects was now being raised 
through the private placement 
market in addition to bank 
debt and public bonds. 

The Prudential has so far 
provided about £200m for a 
range of projects including the 
Second Severn Grossing,. the 
Dartford Bridge and the Skye 
crossing. 


US telecoms giant reveals internet telephone challenge to BT 


The world’s first world-wide 
phone service using the internet 
computer network to send sig- 
nals was unveiled yesterday, a 
move which its backers predict- 
ed couid more than halve the 
cost of international phone calls. 

USA Global Link, the 
world's largest discount reseller 
of call time, is to spend $1 .2bn 
(£750m) building the network, 
which will provide the biggest 
challenge yet to the established 
giants such as AT&T and 
British Telecom. The company 
has expanded rapidly since its 
formation in 1992 by buying 


Move could halve the cost of international calls writes, Chris Godsmark Business Correspondent 


bulk capacity on long-distance 
lines and selling it at budget 
prices to customers. 

The first plank of the new 
network, linking New York 
with Dublin and slashing the 
cost of transatlantic calls in the 
process, will be in place by the 
end of March. USA Global 
Link plans to spend $500m on 
the first three-year phase of the 
project, which will involve in- 
stalling 500 computerised 
switches around the world. 


The privately owned group 
has signed a letter of intent with 
3Com Corporation, a US equip- 
ment manufacturer, to buQd the 
state-of-the-art equipment Last 
year the two groups began the 
first full-scale trials of an inter- 
net voice telephony service in 
Europe in an attempt to end 
doubts about service quality. 

“We wanted to solve the 
technical challenges. This is not 
going to be some land of back 
solution with jerky sound qual- 


ity. It’s a real phone system with 
all the quality people would 
expect," said Mark Petrick. 
Global link's romm unications 
director. 

The service works by route- 
ing calls through the existing lo- 
cal phone network to a switch, 
which changes the signal into 
digital information matching 
that transmitted on the inter- 
net Many more “packets" of 
information can be transmitted 
across long-distance lines in this 


way than with the older 
analogue phone technology. 

Experts are predicting that 
internet phone traffic will be- 
come a serious challenge to the 
expensive digital technology 
being deployed by companies 
like BT and Energis. A recent 
report by Ovum, the respected 
consultancy group, concluded 
that internet voice traffic could 
offer more capacity, lower 
prices and lower billing costs 
than conventional networks. 


Technological strides are 
already changing the econom- 
ics of phone systems, with 
prices for international calls 
falling to as little as 7p per' 
minute between the UK and 
the US. USA Global Link pre- 
dicted it could at least halve the 
already discounted “reselling” 
charges to customers. 

It said initial switches would 
be installed in Brazil, Germany, 
the .Netherlands, Japan, Switzer- 
land and Hong Kong, though the 


company has no immediate 
plans to offer a UK service. 
Alongside ordinary voice tele- 
phony, the network wfll offer 
broadband services such as video 
links and high-speed data 

tr a ns missi on. 

To fund the expansion, 
Global Link is expected to 
float part of the company on 
US stock markets later this 
year. The group, saw revenues 
grow to S241m last year, was set 
up by two groups of family in- 
vestors in Iowa in the Midwest 
to exploit the potential for cut- 
price telephony. 


Power engineers may get on their 
bikes to beat the millennium bug 


Unilever ready to shun suppliers who 
ignore year 2000 computer threat 


By Chris Godsmark 


Hundreds of London Electric- 
ity engineers could be told to get 
on their bikes as part of con- 
tingency plans to beat the year 
2000 computer bug and mil- 
lennium celebrations in the 
capital 

The proposal under serious 
consideration by senior execu- 
tives. is one of a host of ideas 
generated by a working party of 
engineers in London’s main 
power distribution business. 
The group has been asked to 
come up with ways to stop 
London's Lights going out, 
should the world-wide com- 
puter meltdown predicted by 
some experts become reality. 

London fears that massive 
traffic disruption to the capital on 


New Year’s Eve could make it 
virtually impossible for engineers 
to get to faults on the system. 

One way round the chaos 
would be for all its engineers to 
be issued with mountain bikes, 
enabling them to squeeze 
through the congestion. “We’re 
looking at all the options. Our 
priority is to keep the lights on 
and if it came to giving our en- 
gineers bikes then so be it,” said 
a spokesman. 

Many interruptions to sup- 
plies could come if computer 
systems crash, though Loudon, 
in common with other com- 
panies, has been spending mil- 
lions of pounds attempting to 
fix the problem. 

The millennium bug comes 
because most computers can 
only recognise the last two dig- 


its of the year. It means 
computers are unable to dis- 
tinguish between 2000 and 
1900, causing all kinds of 
unexpected difficulties. 

British Petroleum yester- 
day became the latest company 
to reveal huge costs to fix the 
bug. The oil giant said it ex- 
pected to spend around $140m 
(£88m), on top of up to $70m 
to get ready for the single 
European currency. 

Other suggestions from the 
electricity group included in- 
stalling an emergency phone 
service Unking electricity sub- 
stations. Another is to abandon 
the computer age altogether 
and post engineers to all the 
main sub-stations, roost of 
which are fully automated, 
ready to operate them manuaffy. 


By Nigel Cope 
and Peter Thai Larsen 


TRvo of Britain’s largest com- 
panies issued stern warnings 
yesterday about the potential- 
ly devastating impact of the 
mfllennium bug on computer 
systems. 

Unilever, the Persil deter- 
gents and Flora margarine 
consumer goods group, warned 
its smaller suppliers that they 
could be de-listed if their sys- 
tems were not millennium 
complaint by spring next year. 
The company has already said 
that it wfli cost £250m-£300m 
to ensure that its own systems 
will function effectively 
through 2000. 

Reuters, the media and in- 
formation group, revealed it 


would cost £73m to prepare its 
dealing and information 
screens for the year 2000. It 
spent £Um on fixing the bug 
last year, and it expects the pro- 
gramme to cost a further £31 m 
this year. Although it has set a 
target of fixing all its systems by 
the end of the year, the com- 
pany thinks it will have to 
spend a similar amount solving 
last-minute problems in 1999. 

To make managers address 
the issue, Reuters plans to ad- 
just senior executives' bonuses 
depending on whether they 
meet targets for fixing systems. 

Rob Rowley, finance direc- 
tor, said £73m was the addi- 
tional amount Reuters had to 
spend to fix the bug The com- 
pany is also devoting a large 
amount of existing resources to 


the issue. This year alone, it ex- 
pects in-house staff to spend 725 
staff hours tackling the problem. 

At Unilever, Niall FitzGer- 
ald, the chairman, said: “We are 
concerned that not all our sup- 
pliers are giving this issue ad- 
equate attention.'’ He said the 
lack of awareness was most 
acute among small and medi- 
um sized enterprises. 

In a stark warning to the 
group’s supplier base he added 
that companies who by spring 
1999 still did not know whether 
their systems would operate ef- 
fectively in the 2000 would 
find themselves in “a suspect 
position'* in their relationship 
with Unilever. 

He was speaking as 
Unilever reported flat profits on 
continuing operations of 


£2-5bn. This excludes a £2.9bn 
exceptional profit on the sale 
of its speciality chemicals busi- 
ness to ICI last year. Mr 
FitzGerald said the turmoil in 
the Far East had not bad a ma- 
terial effect on the business last 
year but would hit the group in 
1998. However, he added that 
it may provide scope to make 
acquisitions of distressed com- 
panies in the region. The 
strength of sterling cost the 
company £200m last year. 

Mr FitzGerald refused to 
be drawn on his plans for the 
group’s £32bn cash pile. He 
repeated that the company’s 
strategy was to use the funds to 
acquire businesses in its key 
product markets of food and per- 
sona] care in developing markets. 

Investment column, page 23 


Nomura pulls 
out of bidding 
for Energy 

By Michael Harrison .. 

Nomura, the Japanese bank, 
last night pulled out of the bid- 
ding for Energy Group, the 
owner of Eastern Electricity, in- 
sisting that its decision was 

based solely cm price and not the 

prospect of being blocked ty the 
regulatory authorities. 

The move reduces the con- 
test for Energy group to a two- 
way fight between the US power 
companies, PacifiCorp and 
Texas Utilities. PacifiCorp last 
week came back with an agreed 
765p a share offer for Energy 
group, valuing the business at . 
£4.06bn after being cleared to bid , 
again by the Monopolies and y 
Mergers CommissionL 

Nomura’s interest in bidding 
cast a spotlight cm Guy Hands, 
managing director of its Princi- 
pal Finance Group who reputedly 
earns £40m a year, and the meth- 
ods the Japanese company would 
have used to finance any offer. 

Last night, however, Mr 
Hands said: “After discussions - - 
with industry experts and with 
regulators, Nomura strongly 
asserts that ownership of East- 
ern Electricity by Nomura In- 
ternational would have been ■ 
viewed in the same light by the 
regulatory authorities as own- 
ership by PacifiCorp or Texas 
Utilities. We regard any claims 
to the contrary as fll-informed ' 
and misleading. ” Nomura said " 
Energy Group’s return on cap- 
ital was insufficient to justify a 
price above 765p. 

Outlook, page 23 
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Cut-price rail link would be worse than nothing 


- — — i,,,, 

outlook ' 

.ON WHY THE 
^GOVERNMENT 
SHOULD REJECT 
Railtracks HIGH- 
SPEED PROPOSAL 
NOMURA’S FAILED BID 
FOR ENERGY GROUP. 
and the bonanza 
OF SWITCHING 
TO DIGITAL 


Rail Channel Tunnel 

track “ beUCr than nonc aI aU - 
to “? wiUl a answer 
to S 2™ It « offering 

2003 To * ^ and °P en *t on time in 
^ £Ubn -™s* a third of the 

2E! f? .^ ma ted by London & Con- 
S£? **■■»* before iis plans hit the 
buffers with a nasty bang. 

"Djere is only one snag. Raflirack's high 
speed line will link Paris and Brussels, not 
to the centre of London but with a ham- 
in the north Kent countryside called 
aOuthflc cL From there. Eurostar pas- 
ngeis will complete the journey in 
toore stately fashion, travelling on cdst- 
tog track to Waterloo International, not 
S*«muig new terminus at Si Pancras. 
Too beauty of the scheme for a cash- 
strapped Government is its modest cost. 

ithout the expensive business of having 
to tunnel under central London, Railtrack 
reckons it can build the link with perhaps 
just a third of the f J .2bn LCR originally 
asked for until it came back and doubled 
(ts estimate of the amount of public sub- 
sidy needed. 

But unless Mr Prescott is desperate, 
which for ail we know he may well be af- 
ter his dowsing at the Brit Awards, he will 
have no difficulty dismissing the scheme, 
which has more boles in it than a Eurostar 
traffic forecast. First, the cut-price link 
would shave just 15 minutes off the jour- 
ney time to Paris. 

That is neither enough to give Eurostar 
a decisive edge over the airlines, nor a 
smart use of £1.4bn or whatever the final 


bill would come to with rolled up financ- 
ing costs. 

Second, the shortened link would not 
provide the increase in capacity for South 
East commuter services that is an integral 
part of the full-blown version. Third, it 
would not free up existing rail capacity in 
the south east, so there would be no chance ■ 
of getting more freight off the road and 
onto rail. Nor finally would a high speed 
link that ended at Southflcci be much use 
for all those who would some day like Eu- 
rostar services to run north of London. 

Since Mr Prescott's ministerial re- 
sponsibilities include the environment and 
the regions, points three and four will not 
have been lost on him. So from virtually 
every standpoint, half a Channel Thnnel 
Rail Link would almost certainly be 
worse than nunc at at all. Mr Prescott may 
reluctantly have to agree. 

One bite too far 
for Nomura 

It looks as if Nomura Securities and its 
high earning head of principal finance, 
Guy Hands, have finally tried to bite off 
more than they arc capahle of chewing. 
LasJ night they were blaming price for their 
withdrawal from the bidding for Energy 
Group, but the .reasons must have been 
regulatory in equal measure. Anything 
tabled by Nomura looked certain to end 
up before the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. Nomura would have need- 
ed to bid vciy high indeed to persuade in- 


vestors to await the uncertain outcome of 
such an investigation while Paei/TCorp’s 
£4bn alternative offer is already there for 
the taking. 

Nomura's shopping list in the UK has 
so far included a 5,500 strong chain of 
pubs, 57,000 Ministry of Defence homes, 
a train leasing company and the William 
Hill betting shops chain. Ia cacb case the 
assets have been paid for by “securitising" 
the income stream in the form of bonds, 
which arc then sold to Nomura clients. 
This sounds like an impressive piece of 
rocket science hut in fact the underlying 
concept is both simple and probably sus- 
pect 

In essence Norm ura makes the com- 
panies pay for themselves by issuing 
bonds (debt by any other name) against 
the security of the assets and the income 
they produce. Equity is replaced with debt 
and in the process Nomura earns a 
whacking great commission, some of 
which goes to paying the reputed £40m 
per annum salary of Mr Hands. In the 
roaring 1980s this used to be called a high- 
ly leveraged buyout, and perhaps unsur- 
prisingly, many of these things came to 
grief. In toe sophisticated 90s, we have a 
more refined and less offensive way of de- 
scribing it - securitisation. But it's the same 
thing. 

So far this hasn’t realty mattered. It 
is hard to see on the sort of assets bought 
by Nomura up until now how anyone oth- 
er than Nomura and its clients would be 
much banned if it failed to work oul But 
Energy Group, which owns Eastern Elec- 


tricity, one of the largest of the 12 regional 

electricity companies, is another matter. 

Anything likely to be tabled by Nomura 
would not have amounted to a conven- 
tional change of ownership. However it 
was dressed up, inevitably it would have 
been a glorious piece of finan c i al engi- 
neering designed essentially for the 

greater enrichment of Nomura and ns Mr 

Hands. The Government was never like- 
ly to allow a public utility to be asset 
stripped in this way. Even the ingenuity 

of Mr Hands was going to straggle to find 

a way round this obstacle. It may well be 
ifrat this high profile failure will come to 
mark the high tide of his ambition. 

Switching off 

analogue 

Amid all the hype about commercial op- 
portunities of digital television, it's worth 
remembering that the biggest winner 
from the whole process may well be the 
government. Even if you couldn’t care a 
less about BSkyB's promise of a 200-chan- 
nel revolution, or that exciting package of 
programmes soon to be available from 
British Digital Broadcasting (BDB), 
there’s no escaping from digital Some tune 
in the next millennmm, watching five chan- 
nels on your old TV will cease to be an 
option. Why? Because tbe government wfll 
have switched off the analogue signal that 
now supplies them. 

The reasons for doing so wifi become 
abundantly dear on Thursday, when the 


if the government can get every 

flogoff the analogue^edxnm to tooMe 

Hr.SS.t 5 

Of ^B^BDlt^V^PPy- 

SSSSSSSlSS 


ing Act suggested the 

switched off five years aft er ttl 

vision was launched, or when Jstftoe pop- 

ulation bad digital TV, 

sooner - they are more My to C0B ^ 

buying a set-top box and signing up to aU 

those new channels with dispatch. 

Not content with a dominant market 
position, however, they want moKLW^ 
not, they argue, use some of feat £6bn to 
subsidise the cost of togital televisions, so 
that even the less fortunate among us who 
can't afford to join the brave new infor- 
mation age will not be left out? Surely Tfrny 
Blair couldn’t disagree? 

Bunkum. Digital satellite and digital 
terrestrial are already enough of a license 

to print money without handing out a pub- 
lic subsidy on top. If the government re- 
ally wants to be fair, it should leave the 
analogue signal on for another decade and 
let viewers make their own minds up- But 
ia foe end money always speaks and £6bn 
is a mighty tempting sum. 


Labour hits inflation target for first time 


Big bargains in the January sales were 
a key factor in the latest figures. 

® Diane Coyle and Michael Harrison report 


Inflation was on target last 
month for the first time since 
Labour won power in May 
thanks to record price discounts 
in the new year sales. 

The drop in the price of 
clothing and footwear last 
month was the biggest since 
1947, while the price of house- 
hold goods such as fridges and 
furniture recorded the biggest 
fall since comparable records 
began in 1956. 

The scale of the price dis- 
counts in the sales brought tbe 
underlying measure of infla- 
tion down to its 25 per cent tar- 
get for the first time since the 
r > general election. Analysts now 
9 believe bargain-hunting by 
consumers will keep interest 
rates from climbing any further. 

“If you wanted a sign that 
interest rates have reached then- 
peak, this must be it. There's a 
certain poetry about these fig- 
ures," said Simon Briscoe, an 
economist at Nikko Europe. 

Although some experts re- 
mained cautious ahead of 
today’s Inflation Report from the 
Bank of England and official fig- 
ures for pay growth, the finan- 
cial markets celebrated the good 
news on inflation. Gflt prices 
surged and the pound shed 
three pfennigs against the Ger- 
1 man mark to end at DM2.94. 

The underlying inflation rate 
fell to 25 per cent last month 
from 27 per cent in December. 
The headline rate, which in- 
cludes mortgage interest pay- 
ments, fell to 33 per cent from 
3.6 percent. 


The main downward pres- 
sures came from prices for 
food, clothing and household 
goods, along with housing costs. 
Even though some recent mort- 
gage rises were still feeding 
through, they were smaller than 
a year ago. 

The price of seasonal foods 
fell by 0.4 per cent,, the first 
January decline since 1972 The 
decline took tbe annual inflation 
rate in this category sharply 
lower following some big jumps 
in recent months. 

But tbe most dramatic de- 
velopments stemmed from the 
much bigger price cuts in the 
sales this year than in the past, 
which accounted for half of the 
decline in overall inflation. Yes- 
terday's figures for prices in tbe 
high street put into context the 
boom in sales reported by toe 
British Retail Consortium’s 
monthly survey earlier this week, 
indicating that the soaring 
turnoverwas driven by bargains- 

The scale of price discount- 
ing in clothes and consumer 
electronics in January has in- 
oeased virtually every year since 
1986 as shoppers have become 
more bargain-conscious. Cloth- 
ing prioes fell by 6.6 per cent 
compared with a drop of 42 per 
cent in January 1997, while toe 
fall in household goods prices 
this year was 3.9 per cent com- 
pared with 35 percent last year. 

The pattern is now for prices 
to rise in December and Feb- 
ruary, but fall by more in Janu- 
ary. A similar phenomenon 
takes place on a smaller scale in 



Price is right: Some observers believe bargain-hunting wfll keep interest rates from climbing higher Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


the summer sales for clothing. 

Adam Cole, an economist at 
HSBC James CapeL said: “Con- 
sumers’ guerilla tactics forced re- 
tailers to cut prices of dothing 
and household goods to an ex- 
tent not seen since toe war.” 

David Walton at Goldman 
Sachs said: “There is strategic 
shopping but also strategic sell- 
ing. Retailers put their prices up 
before Christmas.” 

He added: “I’m not con- 
vinced consumers have toe up- 
per band. There is no real sign 
of a margin squeeze in retail- 
ing." Mr Wilton, who is one of 
toe City analysts most con- 
vinced the cost of borrowing will 


have to climb again, admitted 
he saw no prospect of this until 
at least May. 

Others were much more 
confident about the interest 
rate outlook. John O'Sullivan at 
NatWest Markets said: “I don't 
see any danger of inflation 
straying too far from its target 
over the next two years.” 

The one remaining area of 
concern is potential pay pressure, 
with many analysts predicting 
that today’s figures for tbe jobs 
market will show underlying av- 
erage eanungs growth wffl climb 
to 5 per ceat because of higher 
bonuses. Whether pay growth 
stays that high wiD depend on 


bow much further unemploy- 
ment can fall, and, in turn, how 
sharply tbe economy slows down 
as toe year progresses. 

The subdued picture on in- 
flation was further underscored 
by a CB1 regional trends survey 
showing that domestic prices fell 
in most parts of the country over 
the last four months. The survey 
also recorded a decline in man- 
ufacturing unit costs in all areas. 

As expected, the strength of 
sterling took its toll on ex- 
porters with all regions of tbe 
country reporting a decline in 
export prices and all but three 
regions experiencing a decline 
in export orders. The sharpest 


falls were in Northern Ireland, 
the North and toe North-west 

Buoyant domestic demand 
came lo toe rescue of most re- 
gions, however, with manufac- 
turers in seven out of the eleven 
areas recording a rise in total 
orders over the four-month 
period. Order books were 
healthiest in East Anglia, the 
South-west, East Midlands, toe 
North, Scotland and toe South- 
east. 

Companies in eight regions 
expect export orders to fall 
over the next four months, 
partly due to currency factors 
and partly to the Asian 
economic crisis. 


Investors back Argos’s £540,000 man 


By Nigel Cope' 

Gty Correspondent 

Ins ti t uti onal investors in Aigos, 
the besieged retailer, yesterday 
applauded toe appointment of 
Stuart Rose as acting chief ex- 
ecutive and said his £S40J)00 pay 
package was “miraculously tow” . 

Mr Rose will receive the 
money - an salary of 

£320,000, a supplement of 
£40,000 and a joining fee of 
£180,000 - even if Argos 
capitulates to the£1.6bn hostile 


bid from Great Universal Stores. 

One fund manager said: “I 
fhmk it is quite modest He 
could have negotiated for 
more.” Another referred to Mr 
Rose's pay deal as “miraculously 
low given the circumstances . 

Another referred to com- 
ments that Mr Rose would only 
have to add 0-2p to the Argos 
share price to cover his remu- 
neration- “I think be probably 

wffi defiver an increase in share- 
holder value and » the deal wifl 

not iookescessve. If he getsyou 


toe extra cash then it is not too 
outrageous. He has to lead toe 
defence and possibly run the 
company.” 

Institutions said Argos had 
done the right thing by bringing 
in an experienced retailer to de- 
fend against toe bid. Chief exec- 
utive Mflce Smith is seriously UL 

One said: “This is a plus for 
Argos and a minus for GUS on 
the present terms. Tbe board 
has acted sensibly because they 
would have been f ig h ti n g toe bid 
with one arm tied behind their 


back without a full-time chief 
executive.” 

Institutions said Mr Rose 
was a good choice and highly re- 
garded, even though he had had 
a low profile when he was a di- 
rector at Burton Group until his 
departure in July. 

GUS’s cash offer is pitched 
at 570p per share, compared to 
a dosing Argos price of 626p, 
unchanged yesterday. Mr Rose 
spent yesterday seeing institu- 
tions and in meetings with 
Schraders, the group’s adviser. 


Lloyd’s poised to defeat names 
in High Court ‘refusenik’ case 


BOC shares plunge after first-quarter profits drop 


By Clifford German 

Shares inBOG phingedd per 
cent yesterday and analysts 
again revised forecasts for too 
fall year sharply downwards 
after the group announced a 
9 per cent drop in profit* to 

AV9- g * r 


executive, blamed toe results on 

toe strength of sterling Md toe 


current year. . 

chief 


p(X30 pGUV**"**"-'- 

da health-care division, which 

TOS sold two weeksagDtcaroo- 

sortium of buyers for £640m 
So far profits have been 
worse affected than sales but toe 
fell in the value of overseas ptof- 
is alone cost toe group jusfover 
£6m, while profits from 


Ohmeda plunged to £53m in 
the three months to the end of 
December from £13m at the 
same stage last year. 

Excluding Ohmeda and toe 
currency effects, turnover was 
up 9 per cent and operating 
profits from the continuing 
businesses would have been up 
7 per cent, the company 
claimed. Exchange rate losses. 


mainly in Fhr Eastern curren- 
cies, wiped out profit increases 
in local currencies in spite of 
sharply higher sales in toe vac- 
uum technology and the distri- 
bution businesses. The negative 
impact of exchange rates will 
cost about £17m this year, as- 
suming rates change little from 
current levels, according to 
Tbny Isaacs, finance director. 


By Terry Maca lister 

Lloyd’s of London looks poised 
to win a critical High Court bat- 
tle with over 600 “refusenik” 
names who owe toe insurance 
market £130m. Victory in a 10- 
monfo legal Siuggle would allow 
Lloyd’s to proceed against names 
and then pay off a big part of an 

expensive £300m loan facility. A 
final two-day hearing starts this 
morning with judgment expect- 
ed by the end of next week. 

Tbe 61 6 names, individuals 
who traditionally invested in 
Lloyd’s, have refesed to provide 
cash owed to Equitas, the 
£11.7bn reinsurance vehicle 
created by Ltoytfs to take on the 
market’s pre-1992 losses. They 
are pari of a wider but dwindling 
group of investors who have re- 
fused to pay. A Lloyd’s victory 
would effectively mean the end 
of mass resistance in the UK- 

Tfrey allege they were de- 
frauded because Lloyd's recruit- 
ed them into toe market in the 
eariy 15J6Qs without warning that 


about to hit insurance profits 
. A spokesman for Lloyd’s 
was optimistic about the 
tibances of success “Wfe have an 
excellent case. The only thing 
that would prevent a victory is 
if the defendants can prove 
there is an error in toe docu- 
ments which calculate the 
amount each name must pay. 
We are sure they will not" 

Even high-profile defen- 
dants such as John Pascoe ad- 
mit that defeat looks likely. 
Last night he said: “I will not be 
able to pay anything tike the 
£500,000 Lloyd's claims I owe 
them and how would I ever be 
able to afford £$m to launch & 
fraud suit? Names have been to- 
tally shafted by Equitas and the 
current judicial process.” 

In another twist, toe defen- 
dants are expected to argue that 
Mr Justice Tuckey is compro- 
mised because his brother in law * 
Jeremy Hardie, chairman of 
WH Smith, was active in Lloyd’s 
for many years. 


Increase in air passenger 
levy *will cost 12,000 jobs’ 

The doubling of air passenger duty will cost 12000 jobs and de- 
prive toe UK economy of more than £360m In foreign e x c h a n ge 
namings according to an independent study by accountants 
Delohte & Touche. The UK could lose more than 500,000 visitors 
a year if the increase in the levy is not scrapped. Together with 
toe strong pound, toe UK's international tourism receipts could 
fall by up to 5 per cent Air passenger duty was increased last 
year to £10 per passenger departing for destinations within toe 
EU and £20 for passengers travelling further afield. 

Merger spending hits record 

Merger mania has hit the City, pushing the stock market to new 
heights. In the last quarter of 1998, UK companies spent £15bn 
buying domestic rivals, the highest figure ever recorded, according 
to figures from the Office of National Statistics. The numbers 
were buoyed by toe £l25bn acquisition of Grand Metropolitan 
by Guinness to create Diageo. However expenditure on acqui- 
sitions overseas by UK companies fell to £43bn in toe final quarter. 
The largest deal was the acquisition of Nycomed, the healthcare 
group, by Amersbam International for £1.6bn. 

Allied warns on liqueur sales 

Allied Domecq’s shares slipped 4p to 565p after it warned that 
US sales of Kahlua, its coffee liqueur, had been disappointing 
and refused to comment further on possible spirits mergers with 
rival drinks groups. Allied Domecq said that the strong pound 
would mean profits for the six months to Kbniary would fall slightly 
due to toe impact of toe strong pound, which will cost the group 
£S0m in the current financial year. 

Nationwide internet offer 

Nationwide, toe world’s biggest building society, is launching itself 
as an internet service provider, it announced yesterday. The mutual 
society will be tbe first high street financial group to provide ac- 
cess to the internet The service will provide up to five megabytes 
of web space, five e-mail addresses, access to the worldwide web 
and on-line banking. 

Inn Business profits up 

Inn Business, the pub retailer, yesterday proved that reports of 
tbe death of toe local had been greatly exaggerated by announcing 
a rise in pre-tax profits to £6.5m (£27m) for the year to November. 
Inn Business, which has expanded its estate rapidly through ac- 
quisitions over the last few years to 473 pubs, is now looking for 
more purchases. Analysts forecast current year profits of £7 .85m. 

3i tops buyout league 

3L the venture capitalist, arranged equity for more UK management 
buyouts (MBOs) m 1997 than any other company, according to 
Acquisitions Monthly, the trade magazine. 3i was involved in 63 
UK MBOs, almost four times more than NatWest Equity Part- 
ners, its closest rival. 3i’s deals were worth £437m, NatWest’s were 
worth £237m. 

James Cape! cuts Asia jobs 

HSBC James Capel Asia, a subsidiary of HSBC Holdings, toe 
banking group, is to cut around 27 jobs in its sales and research 
departments. A spokesperson said the cats are a result of “region- 
wide restructuring of our activity”. Ibn jobs will go in Hong Kong, 
six in Indonesia, two in London and one in New York. Singapore, 
the Philippines, Taiwan and Thailand wfll also be affected, but 
Korea and Malaysia will not be hit. 

City ‘will be ready for euro 9 

The Q'ty of London will be ready for tbe introduction of tbe single 
European currency and will offer a full range of euro services in 
wholesale financial markets, David dementi, Deputy Governor 


London's strength as a financial centre and said toe City would 
act as a “link between New York and toe euro". 


COMPANY RESULTS 
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Unilever’s new 
approach pays off 


Unilever: At a glance 


it may only b«? 17 months since Niall 
FitzGerald took over as chairman of 
Unilever bin shareholders in the con- 
sumer goods giant have certainty en- 
joyed the difference. 

In that period Unilever shares have 
significantly outperformed the market, 
increasing try around 50 per cent. Mr 
FitzGerald's focus on total share- 
holder return, a method of comparing 
performance using share price 
appreciation and dividends, has 
pleased the City and his more muscu- 
lar approach to management appears 
to be paying off. 

Underperformers are being sub- 
jected to more rigorous scrutiny and 
arc being given the opportunity to im- 
prove. be run for cash or be sold. The 
rump of laggards, which constituted 20 
per cent of Unilever's sales in 1996, has 
now been reduced to 13 per cent, or 
around £2bn of sales. 

The plan is to concentrate on 
higher-margin businesses in mature 
markets like Europe and the US while 
investing in emerging markets such as 
the South-east Asia and central and 
eastern Europe. 

The message from yesterday’s results 
was that the strategy is on track. Pre- 
tax profits of£4.78hn included a £2.4bn 
profit on the sale of the speciality chem- 
icals business to 1C1 last year. But 
stripping out currency factors and ex- 
cept icrnaJs. profits rose by 13 per oeraL 

Management's confidence in the 
business is demonstrated by their de- 
rision to increase spending on adver- 
tising and promotion Lo a record 
£3.6bn. or 12 per cent of sales. Volumes 
were stronger in the final quarter than 
at the beginning of the year and the 
cost-cutting is starting to show through. 

The big question with Unilever re- 
mains its £33n cash pile. Mr Fitz- 
Gerald would not be drawn on plans 
yesterday beyond saying that if no suit- 
able acquisitions could be found with- 
in the next two years, the cash would 
be returned to shareholders. The bet- 
ting is that the funds will be spent on 
a number of smaller deals in emerg- 
ing markets rather than one blockbuster 
deal. The financial crisis in Asia could 
provide acquisition opportunities there. 

However the turmoil is a double 
edged sword It will hit Unilevers prof- 
ils this year, though countries such as 
Thailand and Indonesia only account 
for around 3 per cent of groups sales. 

On full year forecasts of £2.9bn, the 
shares, up 1.75 p to 524p yesterday. 
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All the same, there is value to be 
had. For the coming year, brokers are 
pencilling in flat profits, placing the 
shares on a forward p/e ratio, ignoring 
accounting changes, of 20, which looks 
cheap compared to the highly rated 
media sector. 

Then there is the prospect of shar- 
ing in the firibn the group is planning 
to hand back to shareholders in a few 
weeks’ time. The Bloomberg enquiry re~ 
mains a worry, but it’s hard to see the 
shares falling much further. Good value. 


JOHN 

WILLCOCK 


Mr Jones has already dowu a^nd 

fid of offers of non-executive 
saying he is determined to enjoy he rehretwniL 
This will centre around bringing down gplf 

handicap and visiting big European oh - 
“without going inside any shopping centres or 

any botels,” he says, with feeling. 

I doubt Mr Jones will be spending much time 
at Loch Lomond Golf Club in Scotland. The 
Axneric^wned dub, 


Hanover has 
its attractions 
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Margarines tee Cream & CunnaryS - Home 
& bakery beverages irwan foods care 


trade on a forward rating of 22. That 
is a sizeable premium to the market 
which leaves no room for error. Prob- 
ably too expensive for now. 


Reuters’ fall 
looks overdone 


Spare a thought for Peter Job. Tiro years 
ago. the biggest headache the chief ex- 
ecutive of Reuters bad was deriding 
what to do with all that spare cash. Since 
then, however, the finanrial information 
group has been beset by problems. 

First came the strong pound. Then 
the Far Eastern economies faltered, lb 
top it all, Reuters was hit by allegations 
of stealing information from arch-rival 
Bloomberg. The result is that Reuters 
shares, which closed up 10.5p at 572p 
yesterday, have lost almost a third of 
their value in the past IS months. 


On fundamentals, this fall looks 
wildly overdone. Although pre-tax 
profits for the year to last December 
fell by 4 per cent to £626m on turnover 
down 1 per cent to £2-88bn, this is 
largely down to currencies and a num- 
ber of other one-off items. 

Strip oul the effects of steding-wbach 
reduced the value of Reuters' overseas 
earnings -and revenues rose by 9 per 
cent while profits were up 11 per cenL 
Ignore the cost of preparing terminals 
for the mill e nnium data change and the 
switch to EMU, not to mention Reuters' 
adoption of the new accounting standard, 
and profits look even better. 

Tlie real cloud over the shares, how- 
ever, is the US inquiry. Although 
Reuters tried to calm the markets with 
a statement last week, investors remain 
largely in the dark about the extent of 
the investigation, and its possible im- 
plications. As a result, they are as- 
suming the worst. And until the 
uncertainty lifts in a few months’ time, 
Reuters shares look like dead money. 


Hanover International, the upmarket 
hotel group, has been in the bid 
spotlight over the last few weeks. 
Jarvis Hotels was rumoured to be 
running a slide-rule over the group 
again, after having its original ad- 
vances repelled last year. 

Word is that Jarvis, which certainly 
has plenty of cash to spend on acqui- 
sitions, has had another look at 
Hanover but would probably only do 
an agreed deal rather than launch a 
hostile bid. While it hasn’t ruled out a 
bid, the chances of an offer seem to be 
receding for the time being. So where 
does that leave Hanover? 

Despite a sharp rise in the share 
price to 125-5p over the last few weeks, 
Hanover is still trading at a steep dis- 
count to analysts’ estimates of current 
net asset value of around 2O0p. Its port- 
folio of fouTsStar hotels is. by and large, 
in good locations, a fact that has not 
escaped Jarvis and may attract other 
bidders. 

Even without the added attraction 
of a possible quick killing, there are 
other reasons to invest in Hanover. The 
shares have fallen from a high of 
161_5p last year after a refurbishment 
at its Hinckley hotel was delayed due 
to financing problems. But the hoieJ 
should benefit from the addition of 78 
new rooms this year. And room yields 
across the group should rise strongly, 
with plenty of scope to increase occu- 
pancy rates. 

Analysts have downgraded profit 
forecasts by nearly a £lm to around 
£1.85m for 1997. However, Hanover 
should hit the recovery path this year. 
Greig Middleton forecasts 1998 profits 
of £3-5m. putting the shares on a 
prospective p/e ratio of 13, falling to 
just seven. The steep discount both to 
the market and the hotel sector looks 
unjustified. And continued bid specu- 
lation should underpin the share price. 


Pity John Pexton, well-respected managing 
director of Lambert Fench arch's marine 
division. He is has been at the centre of an 
inquiry by the ‘'zero tolerance” regulators from 
Lloyd’s of London insurance market. 

But after months of work the particular 
Lloyd's investigator assigned to the case has 
switched jobs. This leaves Mr Pterion to warty 
about whether the probe will be delayed, or 
worse, started again. 

Mr Pexton has already been interviewed 
personalty about the problem but his company 
remain confident be will be exonerated. A 
spokesman for Lambert Fenchurch says: “We 
are still waiting for a transcript of the inter- 
view. But we believe ft went very welL The com- 
pany has not done anything wrong." 

The investigation follows allegations that 
certain profit commissions in the US were kept 
by the Fenchurch group (before its merger with 
Lowndes Lambert last year) rather than 
hande d hack ta diems as they should have been. 


Uas recently • — • — ■ ■ 

is now offering membership - at a mere Sim 
a throw. „ . , 

The special “director memberships , in the 

form of 25-year debentures, are only being 
offered to a maximum of 12 people. In return 
the members wffl get $120,000 a year to spend 
on golf, food and beverage, and accommo- 

^ The dub’s owners boost that Loti Lomond 
is “an unusual and successful combin ation o f 
Scottish tradition and American entrepre- 
neurial flair”. The latter certainty, butl wasn't 
aware that it was a Scottish tradition to pay a 
cool million for the odd round of golf. 


Roger Jones has retired as managing director 
of Woolwonhs after 40 years with the stores 
group, and is succeeded by his heir apparent 
Roger Holmes. 

Mr Holmes joined Kingfisher, owner of 
Woolwonhs. in 1994 as B&Q’s finance direc- 
tor. Mr Holmes was previously with McKin- 
sey & Co, with seven years international 
experience in retailing and consumer goods. 

Mr Jones recalls that the high street was a 
very different place when he joined FW 
Woo hvo rib's Kensington High Street branch 
as a management trainee in 1954. 

“Everything was based around personal 
service then," he says. Woolwonhs shops 
were dominated by large wooden counters, 
each manned by a senior, a deputy’ and an 
assistant. “We employed twice as many people 
as today, if not more.” 

The other big difference was that Wool- 
worths was a large food retailer, long before 
the modern supermarkets came on the scene, 
with 40 per cent of its sales coming from food 
of one kind and another. 

Woohvorthswas a pioneer in management 
training, he says, including store display, 
customer service and localised purchasing. 


Blockbuster Video, watch out. Two Insead 
MBA graduates have banded together to 
launch FilmBax, a company which installs 
machines for renting out videos, CD Rons and 
computer games on a 24-hour basis. 

Eldar Tbvey. an Israeli born former 
Goldman Sachs corporate financier, and Old 
Etonian Harry Eastwood, a management 
consultant, have just raised £450,000 m private 
funds to back their company. 

“We have four of the machines installed on 
a trial basis, and we aim to expand that to 
around 200 over the next couple of years. We’re 
mostly talking to the supermarket chains.” says 
MrTuvey. 

The machines, which do not require any 
human assistance and take credit cards, are 
already widely popular in Italy, where there 
are over 10,000 in use, he says. 

Peter Rosengard. a co-founder of London’s 
Comedy Store and an insurance salesman, 
helped raise £350,00 for the company from hs 
City contacts. FilmBax is based in Hammer- 
smith, and Mr Tuvey wants at least three to 
five years’ growth before considering a float, 
perhaps on Of ex or AIM. 

“Wfe give the machines to the shops and (hey 
get an uplift in sales - and it’s aH without staff 
problems,” concludes the 27-year-old. 
entrepreneur. 


“Globalisation” has been a business buzz-word 
for some time now, bur I hadn't realised it 
applied so much to liquidators. Stephen Tay- 
lor is the Coopers & Lybrand partner in 
charge of the international insolvency practice 
based in London, a job which includes send- 
ing liquidators out to the far corners of the 
globe to deal with companies that go belly up. 

“We’re veiy busy in Asia at the.momeht; 
while Russia, the Ukraine and central Europe 
are also busy," says Mr Taylor. “There’s also 
quite a lot going on in South America and 
Africa, esperialfy South -AjMaa;"' Now what’s 
“You're bdsCin Afrikaans? • 
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Spring time in Paris 

from £QK THE INDEPENDENT 
T.IJ VJ INDEPENDENT 

t 



Simply The Best 
Money Can Buy 

Take a closer look at the 
amazing specifications of the f 

new MJN systems based on ] 

Intel's fastest Pentium* II ] 

processors. These systems 1 

are unbeatable for 
specification, performance and 
price and are available on 
Interest Free Credit for a limited 
period. Order any of these 
systems early and get the 
superb colour Epson 600 
1400dpi inkjet printer FREE. 
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Spring is nearly here, and what better way to shake 
off the winter blues than a trip to Paris. Whether 
you want to shop, dine, night-club, go sightseeing or 
simply take your time and relax, Paris is the perfect 
destination. With our special Springtime in Paris 
offer, you can go for a fraction of the price you 
would normally pay. AH things considered wouldn’t 
you rather be in Paris. 






To make your booking simply call Driveline direct on 01707 
222400. 

The offer is valid for travel between 16th February and 30th 
April (exd 9-14 April) 




• Intel 300Mhz Pentium* II Pnxessor 

• 128Mb SDRAM 

• 8.4Gb ultra ATA hard drwe 

• 8Mb AGP x2 ATI Rage Pro (Expert @ 
Work! 3D graphics 

• PC-TV system with Teletext and video 
capture 

• 5GK Rockwell flash upgradeable voice 
modem 

• Full Videophone including COLOUR Video 
Camera 

• 32 speed MAX CD-ROM drive 

• 15' SVGA 0.28dp screen (17* optional) 

• Creative Labs 3D wavatabie sound 

• 512K pipeline burst cache 

• Voice recognition with IBM simply 
Speaking GOLD 

• MJN ATX system with Intel 440 LX PC97 
chipset 

• Premium speaker system (not shown), 
headset microphone and joystick 

• Windows 95, and Lotus Sroartsufte 97* 

• All standard features including floppy 
drive, mouse, keyboard, and standard 
ports 

• Epson 600 CotolrpihlergWtea offer) 


£i99i fet 


• Intel 333Mhz Pentium* II Processor 

• 128Mb SDRAM 

• 8.4Gb ultra ATA hard drive 

• 8Mb AGP x2 ATI Ra$> Pro [Expert @ 

Work ) 3D graphics 

• PC-TV system with Teletext and video 
capture 

• 56K Rockwell flash upgradeable voice 
modem 

• Full Videophone including COLOUR video 
Camera 

• 32 speed MAX CD-ROM drive ' 

• 17* SVGA 0.28dp Nl screen 

• Creative Labs 3D wavetable sound 

• 512K pipeline burst cache 

• Voice recognition with IBM Simply 
Speaking GOLD 

• MIN ATX system with Intel 440LX PC97 
chipset 

• Executive subwoofer system, headset 
microphone and Joystick 

• Windows 95 and Lotus Smartsuite 97* 

• AH standard features Including floppy drive, 
mouse, keyboard, and standard ports 

• mg Epson SOO Cotour fri tori cried 


n &4Gb Hart Disk ftVcfcttype 
128Mb RAM Videophone 

UfC 8M>AGPx2 Graphics QJ PC-TV 


THE OFFER 

The price includes a return standard class Eurostar ticket 
from London Waterloo International for Ashford Internation- 
al in Kent ) to Paris Care du Nord and one night sharing a 
twin/double room in one of five conveniently located hotels. 
For only £20 per person per night you can extend your stay to 
a two or three night break. Upgrade to a 3 star hotel from 
just £99 per person with extra nights from £27 per person per 
night. 

Weekend travel: For travel outward and/or return travel on a 
Friday, Saturday or Sunday add £30 per person. For all travel 
in April add £15 per person. Child paces on request 



Epson Stylus 600 
Colour Printer 


The. a tre best 1400 dot 
ceAMir pontef matt Photo 
wal cotouf pftttire and V*- 
laser sharp mono praitrig. 
Normal price £222. 

Ollr*' braced 

to ** 200 rotors art*. ^ 


Buy NOW... 

Pay August 98 M ■TO 
Interest U ADD 

Free Credit 

Example: MJN 300 2. Ray just £ 202.10 demon 
than nothing for 8 months. Alter 6 

months pay tfw rest Total prwe <= cash pace “ 
£1695 +£25<k*vwy + VAT = £2021. APR CW I 
only if fityrepaM withri 6 months, finance b 
subject to status. Written detafls awalafite on 1 

request. , 




-w. xtoAJU. ULSTltePTxrfr- - SI 'mrjaArfei 

£23448. 


All Offers End 

20 th Feb 


bp wdutf# men. a»® ** 
t im*. Prates autos « 
twt^h.nnswwi moans* 
NUM55 


HOWTO BOOK 

Phone Driveline on 01 707 222 400 quot- 
ing The Independent /Eurostar offer pro- 
motion. Please have ready your 1st and 
2nd choice of departure/return times and 
hotel accommodation. We recommend 
that you include a late morning depar- 
ture/earty afternoon return as one of your 
choices. 

Payment can be made by Switch, Delta, 
Connect, Access or Visa, Travel Insur- 
ance is available at a special price of 
£10pp. Bookings must be received by 
Driveline at least 5 working days in ad- 
vance of the requested date of travel. 
Within this period, where Driveline is 
able to accommodate your request, a £10 
late booking fee will apply. AD book-' 
ings will be verified by confirmation in- 
voice and tickets are no'rmaUy issued 
seven days prior to departure. If your 
departure date is within seven days. Dri- 
veline Europe wDJ contact you to make 
suitable arrangements. A binding con- 
tract between you and Driveline Europe 
Ltd will come into existence when you 
have verbally confirmed your payment 
details to Driveline. 


TIMES OF TRAVEL 

Choose from the following departure 

times: 

Ex London Waterloo International to 
Paris: 0508 *, 0019 * 0723*, 1157, 1253* 
1357, 1523, 1623* 1715, 1748, 1853*. 

Ex Paris to London Waterloo Interna- 
tional: 0637, 0716, 0813, 0810*, 1019, 1143, 
1219, 1304, 1519, 1607* 1710* 1819, 
1919* 

Fewer services run Sat/Sun. *stops at Ash- 
ford, parking at Ashford £5 per day. 


Close to the Etofle and Parc Monceau 


Hotel Peyris*** 

Ideally located in the heart of the opera area •' 


TheTrianonRrve Gauctie***deluxe 
Prime location next to the Jardin du Lux- 
embourg(from £105 ppl 


ACCOMMODATION 
Campanile Montparnasse**. 

Located on avenue du Maine and close to 
Galcries Lafayette 


Campanile Bastille** 

Located in the centre of Paris, dose to the 
historic Marais Quarter 


Campanile Itaffe-Gobelins ** 

Situated on the left bank at Race cTitalie with- 
in walking distance of the Latin Quarter 


Clarine Paris Alesia** 

South of Montparnase near Porte tTOrieans 


Hotel Roi Rene** 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

AH bookings are sut^ed to availability. All tray 

request, Readers should be aware that no changes 

dS 

by all moneys paid acccmnt where- 
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Cookson surges ahead on stories of bid action 


bM&KET REPORT Cookoo, the industrial mat- 

Which has under- 
P^ormedthe stock market for 
9 near, y two years, enioved n 


DEREK PAIN 


--"WWIUITKCIIOT 

”** 7 ? two years, enjoyed a 
°^king run as stories swirled 
ot bid action and disposals 
Ute shares, in brisk trading, 
followed Monday’s late 6 p 
f*nwitha 28 prushto 217 p. 
Last year they hit 26 i 5 p and 
were riding aL 327 p in 1996 
Detore doubts set in about the 
group’s direction. 

An overseas predator was 
the popular guess but there 
was also talk of a major sale, 
possibly part of the group's ex- 
tensive ceramics operation, 
Cbokson has been slowly 


“-jummuio ana cusposais. its 
last deal was the £l 2 . 4 m sale 
°f a US swimming pool 
products distributor. 

In December Richard 
Oster quit as chairman with a 
* 2 - 9 m payoff after just two 
months in the job. A dis- 
a g f pament over the pace of the 
rationalisation process was 
cited as the reason. Mr Osier 


had previously been chief ex- 
ecutive and was responsible for 
saving the group from disas- 
ter after he arrived in 1991 . 

Most equities experienced 
a quiet, uneventful session. 
Footsie, despite losing some of 
its sparkle when a late sell pro- 
gramme hit the market, ended 
12.4 points higher at 5 , 6133 , 
drawing encouragement from 
a Dow Jones average forging 
ahead during London hours. 
The supporting indices 
reached new highs. 

Dixons was the best per- 
forming blue chip, gaining 
30 p to 5393 p. The British Re- 
tail Consortium survey sug- 
gesting television and video 
sales had been strong after dis- 
appointing Christmas trading 
was the spur. Dixons, when 
warning about poor festive 
sales, said profits would be be- 
low expectations; the shares 
touched 720 p in October. The 
consortium's comments also 
helped Kingfisher to dose 
above l, 000 p for the first time, 
up 2 lpal 1.01 tip. 


Orange, on the expected 
sale of British Aerospace's 21 
per cent stake, improved I 53 p 
to 335 . 5 p. another peak. 
British Steel put on 3 . 5 p to 
1413 p as SBC Warburg drew 
attention to high-yielding 
shares. Rolls-Royce fell 55 p 
to 199 p with NatWest Securi- 
ties offering sell advice. 
RioTinto lost 24 p to SOSp on 
the copper weakness and 
strike threats. 

BOC, the chemical group, 
slumped 66 p to 905 p follow- 
ing interim results. Imperial 
Chemical Industries, sup- 
ported by US investors possi- 
bly disillusioned with BOC, 
rose 30 p to l, 013 p- 

Disappointing British 
Petroleum figures left the 
sharcs 21 p off at 793 p. 

The P&O shipping group 
steamed 16 p higher to 735 p 
after Pan mure Gordon sug- 
gested an 880 p target 
Queens Moat Houses 
added Ip to 1635 p as NaiWsst 
Securities drew attention to 
the once high flying hotel 


chain, slowly emerging from 
disasters which almost over- 
whelmed it five yeats ago. 

NatWest acknowledges 
that QMH is unlikely to pay 
any dividends for some years 
but rates the shares a specu- 
lative buy. It says they may 
not “meet every institution’s 
investment grade but for spe- 
cial situation funds QMH rep- 
resents an outstanding 


Share spotlight 


opportunity as a geared play 
on continued hotel asset price 
inflation’’. The shares are 
described as “an extremely 
interesting speculative buy”. 

IT shares paused for breath 

after their high storming 
display. Granville Davits, in a 
detailed review of the new sec- 
tor, says its shares are still 
undervalued with potential 

growth not reflected in ratings. 

It reports that the near 25 per 
cent progress scored by the IT 
index is almost entirely due to 


put on 10 * * n* ;*£ 


panmeof its top US executive, 
lost 73 p to ll 5 - 5 p; B*oa«n- 

natibles Inteniationars woes 

continued with a 35 p fafl 

l80p;Pt»wdajectrose?3p» 


TAKING -STOCK 

jn December the shares 
slumped toSSp^a 


share price, pence 
270 — 

260 [COOlCBOP 
250 tz. 


“The conclusion is that 
many smaller but potentially 
more rapidly growing IT 
stocks have been overlook©! 
by the investment mmnranity" . 
Misys, the computer group 
thought to be ready for Foot- 
sie membership, fell 773 p to 

;j^ 40 p; it touched 23 Q 23 p last 
week. 

Pfrraihp gess. on Mondays 
results, rose 47 to 769 p, Mid 
First Leisure, prompted by 


FMAMJ JASONP J F | 0 f its bingo division 


clearance to start tests using 
needlc-Iess injections to ad- 
minister a local anaesthetic 
produced by Qimsciciice, up 
2 p to 2 £l 3 p- 

Oueftain, a building ma- 
terials group, hardened 14 p to 
1 195 p after putting itself up for 

sale-IntcfligemljirinHinMnls, 

a software company, improved 
93 p to 34 p foflowing reduced 
losses and an intriguing con- 
sultancy Unb with EFT 

Freeport Leisure, running 

factoiy shopping villages, ad- 
vanced 15 p to 2463 p, a peak. 
Interim results, due next week, 
may be aceoinpamed by indi- 
cations of further shopping 
area developments. Dalkeith 

Tims, a cash shell, mov ed to 

2 R 5 p, against the 253 p bid from 

its controlling shareholders. 


pmn dal dimat®- 
Dean Cbiporarion, 

2KKS ? SS 


Profits of retail 
Piccadilly shouM soar from 

£ 270,000 to just own* flniui 

the year ending this®® 11 ®? 

sa ^ rtS ean*erHOTdniim& 
Co, which is looking for 
CL 5 m next time. Tb® shares 
are 5 p- 

Shares of Monsoon, the 
feshion chain, nr® expected to 


today from the 198 p sol® 
price. 


~ KM. 

AknhoBc Beverages 
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Rou^i Quest, the I99 6 

AIntree hero, is back o 
track to attempt 
vahofiier victory in the 

rac*. Rickard Edmondson 

reports. 


- In the saluhnoug setting ornic 
Dorchester in Park Lie *™ 


Ba Y heads the National assembly 

booked and »n ..jii . 


, * nd quarts 

:: for , the Grand NaUonai T "* *£ 

-£«« .congregation ofajectatant r> H \°P tions ‘"elude H 
for the race itself onT/S preenaDs Gold Cup at Hayda 
however, will be gaiuijj c^^ '2™n.taa^ 

toasomewhal scruffier AhS? S S, ? a ” dll “ :Nl "» 

*: Kacegoers will pass throuph fiT; We d ** veiv unlucky 

an aimrwt-rtni,. . "B" wUnfis wert? had 


^bjeaedTo^L^!! ^!f ^ lNfal " ,nal ™ier. » is something 
^•ncry that h T-' wf ? shamc "** ** Somcrs.5 

*** (appa rcni j it’s bettorth^' Ira,nt 7 has nm entered anoih- 
that old stuff ihcv noli. than cr of hLs L,t l uine Ottawa. 

The lopweicht thi^ » . USe ?‘ J* 1 ? WUuld haVy been a great se- 
likely to be Sunv B^v W- ' li0Q faryuur Canadian on the 

HcnnessvGoldr\,«,.- * ,he da - V ' but the trainer nevertheless 
covers from the J* ™ IM;rre " has four entries, 
rentlv ailina him ais ^ Nicholls is a man worth con- 

2»f4 ra .« S a[ Upland ^ SidCri " S “ “ “■ 

^dq^ a rte« d h^- USClCinhis “CHARD EDMONDSON 
to s .„?t l_.?. bul fS expected NAP: Pealings 

(Ascot 130) 

NB: One Man 
(Ascot 3.05) 


Kace g°crs will pass through Z' a ™ ver > "^cky if 

an anport^tyJe archway 3 ^ bad enough that we 

subject themselves to b<X a ! 01 ™ n in ^ of ihose 

searches (aU promising m*®* "**" Btx»kssaid. 

post vouchers will probably be m ^ s mnner -up does 
~ r v Dt manape rn vi 


The expected 
6.000 care that trundle to the 
course will have to be pre . 

ASCOT 

230: Warner for players 
who nm a tremendous race onhj^ 

JFjW* 3 ™** t0 be four leneths 
third to Splendid Tbyoe m a 
nmner 2m 4f 110yds haadtam 
uSSj?J55 II T?5 k ' Sla ^ well and 


nis options include lhe NB: One Man 

GreenaDsGold Cupat Havelock (Ascot 3.05) 

Wnchhewon^monthsago). ' 

aL “We’d hcwl 1116 ^? 0 "' capsulutcs his sole interest 

t hings wen: had Hr! U ^ U 1 f ky ,f amon B anim als in training. He 

3^^T USh ?l fWe has P*P«* more steeple- 

those three ran ™ ~^ U °f lbose chasc dinners than anyone this 
inrae three races, Brookssaid. campaign. 

naiJZSSZJt runner '“ p does “Belmont King is our main 
IS^^?T rale NeW,0n ' hopc *“ Nicholls »«*■ “He has 
he m a ri"« b “ pro 8 r ®5 mc been trained solely for the race 

Paul NirhUut' and *0 | mn j" the Grecnalls 

s Scorush Grand and then the National. He was 

HYPER IO N' S 


conditions in his favour today, tie 
h» preferred to One Man. wlio also 
ran badly in the King George and 
often Joses his form around now and 
Strong Promise, who returns after 


•« opicnaio thyne m a Vi- T"! ^ "rr r»r Mien loses Ins Ibnn an 

nmner 2m 4f 110yds handiran IV 1 1 P S Strong Promise, who 

JjSS?,* 1 Slays well and a Mgtfy lay-off. 

looks lbe piC k or the weights. Gysart □□□ 

ry-r i m ° S,: pmb]ems Kemptcm on Boxing Day, but had 335: FIDDLING TK 

riTcLa^o « Previously jumped brillianUy when lQU S h •«« who pai 

ajfi.^NOR EL BETRinm hat- wiiming both the Murphy’s Gold pn?ss f d *•* hcr ^ 

tfsssfasrsa-ij « up cr^ Trtp, n iGo,dcup 

VUlUe at at Cnclienham. He has ground is the danger. 


335: FIDDLING THE FACTS, a 
tough man: who panicularly im- 
pressed with her buttling vfciury 
over 3m at Kempton in December, 
will be hard to beaL The Toiseach 
is the danger. 


in the process of running hk 
best for race for us when he fell 
in the Hcnncssy. You can ignore 
his run in the Welsh Nnlional as 
be came hack coughing.” 

Nicholls. it appears, will nko 
provide the Tricast combina- 
tions. ”1 was very pleased with 
Court Melody's run at Sundown 
on Saturday. Hu was second 
over the National fences in the 
Bee her Chase earlier in the sea- 
son. General Crack could go 
well if the ground was fast,” 

Of Rough Quest, one of the 
favourites, trainer Terry Casey 
said: “He'll go straight to the 
Gold Cup first and though that 
might be a bit beyond him at his 
age now. he will run a lot bel- 
ter than he's been running. 
He's at his best in the Spring. 

“1 rode him on Sunday 
morning and he felt super. Be- 
fore 1 left him today he looked 
fantastic, in fact he's never 
looked better.” 

FIRST SHOW 


Ascot — 335 

Hum _C H 

ftBfcgTtuftaa 6 j 04 r 

SwnoChthmn W 7J i 
TW&taaaEh 7-3 KW 


ee arm »t jm _ . w <m 

tbNor 1M_1M __lfcl 16-1 

EajtvajiemKDMs,pbcai 1.2 

C - Corat H - ym 14 - IStxtK. T- lot 


Gordon Richards has nine 
horses in the contest yet could 
not bring himself to savour the 
warm smoked -haddock and as- 
paragus tart yesterday at the 
sumptuous weights lunch. Cup- 
a-soup serves a better purpose 
In the frozen north. 

The Boss has yet to tell us 
what the Greystoke squad will 
be. “It's very difficult to say at 
this stage with Cheltenham still 
to come," Richards said. “1 
want to get Addington Boy, and 
The Grey Monk, to the Gold 
Cup. 

“But ifa week beforehand 1 
thought The Grey Monk wasn’t 
quite right and if he had cut in 
the ground in the National he 
could be the one. He's had a 
very light lime and he would rel- 
ish the trip. A lot depends on 
the ground. “McGregor The 
Third might lake his chance if 
the ground was fasL Buckboard 
Bounce was fourth last year and 


he could be the one but he tfc- 
appointed roe last lime oul" 

Ninel Twiston-Davies was 
pleased by Young Hustler’s 
light weight, though the old 
horse is hardly living up to his 
name these days. He is in a 
more fighting mood about his 
other runner. Earth SumnuL 
-They’ve both go! fair wights," 
he said. “Young Hustler is usu- 
ally among the topweights. 
Earth Summit is in good nick 
and will nm in the Grecnalls be- 
fore going for the National." 

Martin Pipe described em- 
bargo and Challenger Du Luc 
as his “two serious ones" among 
nine entries from his stable, but 
both head to the Gold Cup firsL 
“Ii could be just Challenger's 
sort of race," Pipe said. 

Oliver Sherwood said: “Him 

Of Praise has had only nine runs 

under Rules and is very inex- 
perienced. But he might never 
have a weight like that again." 


Fallon accused of lying 


ASCOT 

aasrTa-" w aSsfK5fa« 

Ify^alSr’ 435 ,nd, an Spring 

^ 

•wgw-rana nurse with tasting upM fWsft. 

BUtatS^P RUST Tm&Ptoaaug Shared c ac^. 

1 1.30 1 S,^^l E rf° NDrn0NAL ^ JOCKEYS HANDICAP HURDLE 
— (CLASS E) £5,000 added 2m 4f Penalty Vhlue £3,680 

’ ^^^JO>fTJMtA^OGsricbtoBrr SopMe UBdadl 

l f&s u Jens 12 Ti B SHump9 

i re ^^!? s W lD)tGAH*tanllGrtitad6t)i3 LCuraJm 

5 PSIHO UNSt S3fT H (Ffq @8) (D) (A-Msn Parrei^iip) G McCcurt 7 ID TI d Sutubne 

fl *0446 SHAHRAW (84) 

7 *4532 ITNA*N {Q (Us P B Bmro) u Bpesios JltoamB 

B 004PB . DAIIBI BLANC (FHJ (42) (p) (Trevor Paintrg) U P|w> B O 4 ECWU»B 

B 4006 PROCEED (25) (G T Radrcirae) J Gftxfl 6 1) 1 —OBmrWW 

M -U«8 WUfOUHT (20) {tarry B«wn)T McGowmBBI H Thornton B 

H 5334U3 BLAZH0FS0MQ(11) pajocock) DWrde6 CO RHaany 

1Z B458 WUSSAI p7) tR D Barber A fl J H Ebfe) p HWnnortfi 7 VO CUcCanack 

*•£ « aiueaHrei^(l^fiCmiWaVRHo^JBrttlB»BCO.MB*aietop)B 

W.roaWP Pft OTO (USA) (50) (Scrtt Tatir Partmrinp) G BaJSng 8 13 □ FKcntry f5) 

ti 3 0F4-0 ZIP YCXJRL5>(41) (PaU1bn«aBy)f*jiP1biWT5*»yB10a XMbmhu 

fl -C SR SA4H(30)(DJ(HJWD*«gJRBH)«7IJO D&sflwB 

-IBdadarad- 

Wdmum iwJgter 70jt Trt» texfcap woIqUs: Utaeum Bet 9b. Smuggler s Port 9st 7ID. Pa 0 O £w 
flfi; Z*j war Up a* 5fc Sarf sa. 

U^rnNG; 4-1 UBbaotml, fl-2 Petfngn, 6-1 ProcaM, 13-Z Ewi Smfl*, 8-1 Blnzo D( Song, 10-1 Aln- 
a' StA 0, OTtean. Daykaa^ IB-1 Damler Btanc, Uroo V. Htanoni, Saafi, ZD-1 Shahrani, Smuggiert 
PoM.25-1 ollun 

V3T. Hyiig RUB B » 2 P Hafty »-1 (U J Hcbero) C ran 
FORM GUIDE - 

PEALINGS looted sfrurt in taming two HuntnQcJon novica hurdos on fast ground n Oc- 
tobor and htattxBo defeats Snoe have bear wtth art underfoot. Haw»ig beawn Chabrol 
otangtfrantlahaffanhlsaooondstart fra tvent down by 13 lengths kt (ftnl to tfio sama 
opponent in a valuable Lfttaceter race whan meotfeig I*r\ on nweti maretaiourabki tsnna 
Hb has sinc8 been wel beaten in hondkaips at Warwick and Kempton, tor which ho has 
dropped Sftx Martin npe run tour and the pick looks to be Ever State, who ran Ns 
best raca of the soason when bSnterod tor lhe first time rt Tbaceslw, ftnishtog three lengths 
second to Native Field in a ctoining hurda 0*Naan to also running wel and w* appro- 
date the better going, but he is not an easy ride, whlo Ppeta other mnere, Shahrani 
and Damler Btanc, make hda appeal Unmount has twice run wel on soft ground since 
hto Fotostone win, last time In thud of S to Ibrnpetoo at Kernpton. Akisi Soft II has twice 
dBappaanted since warning at Towcester and FoBrostone In Decarober, but he has the 
dear beating of Blaze Of Song and Museum if on song. Selection: PEALINGS 

[O nhl CRISPIN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS B) £15,000 added 2m 
Penalty Value £10,211 

1 P-tlF3 ASHWHJ-BOY(87) fCU) [ABS Ractogj P hcttx7H 4 JUtonaoody 

2 BZ-Fl CLASSY LAD (NZ) (U) (D) (Mbhaal N Itondenon 8 11 4 HAFtegflflW 

3 05342 THE LAND AG0IT (18) pi Bare) J MUtos7 T1-4 NWtantoon 

4 6TTQ1 CHAMPIEVS (FR) H (H (D A Jdw sa D II R pa 5 118 APlfcfioy 

BETTBtG; lie ChamplBM, 8-1 Cbany lad, S-1 Ashwel Boy, 10-1 The Land Agent 
TOT: Amando B 11 4 R Dunmody d-B (Mrs A Berrotfl Z ran 


Kiercn Fallon was yesterday ac- 
cusal of “tying" after Top Coes 
finished fifth ai Nevvmarkel three 
years ago. Hilkm. Lynda and Jack 
Ramsden are suing The Sporting 
Life for libel over an article in 
May lUt)5 which accused them of 
“cheating” their way to victory in 
the Chester Cup on Tup Cues. 


The newspaper’s barrister 
accused Fallon of “deliberate- 
ly King” to the stewards’ inquiry 
held after the Swaffbam Hand- 
icap over the jockey's claim that 
he had never previously ridden 
the horse. The jockey vehe- 
mently denied the accusation. 
The hearing continues today. 


FORM GUIDE 

Champlave could go n again having impre&aod whan bndng the odds an his eftssng 
dabut over the Vip ar bngteU on Frday, but a remains to be seen how ho honcBes to- 
days taster surbea CLASSY LAD led an his chasing debut at Doncaster in Decent** 
but made amends there fad month, comng home 14 lengths dear at the conststant Eire- 
spray, hfccky Henderson’s runner is open to further nrprovomeni and ctoarty handes tasi 
ground wai AshwaB Boy has had a c-wat* break sines tkashlng taled off behind Quaen 
Of Spades a Chettenham his ritowion Abbot wn from Northern Storlflht (stahiofflatB to 
. Osmptove and successful fou limes sneo) On taa gong n October entitles hen to plan- 
ly at respect but he a hardly consuent. The Land Agent ran croddabiy to be beaten 
four lengths DyKadostrol (gave Sbjai Kempton Iasi time, buinevras no math for Cnam- 
plwe d»w hurdes al Chepstow m December. Selection: CLASSY LAST 

O qhl SHENLEY ENTERPRISES HANDICAP HURDLEI DDpo l 
l "¥ ,l (CLASS B)n2^00 aided 3m PenTOy\fefaieE8AI 3 L^r£i 

1 F-P4P0 PLEASURE SHAftS3(Z5) (CD} (toy EawsIPHoOto ®ntJ .ROonrotodyB 

2 O-TO OYSAfrrtlS) P)(WsnCottx*l)UPtoe8Tt 3 A P McCoy 8 

3 lfiEF- TREASURE AOAM (424) (CO) (JaW Itro Gwvmel Ms II Jns 9 Uh...DBddgwtoer 

M 5461-3 WARNS! FOR PLAYERS (25) ffary Vfema) P Hate 7 TO 3 M Wm mi 

5 -P2PS4 BaiSTAFFBOY (111(0) IKWM& Son LMlJ0^eo9t)0 .TJIIwphyV 

6 21-5J1 THREE BWTHWQS (IB) (Eara S tt»L» K R BrUan) J0W8UD Citom^n 

Mnrau mawgwcfte Tiw bundatp magHs: BaA5tonx*an 726. Three FwMnps 9a 7tx. 
BETTING: WGywrt, 7-2 Three FartNe** m Wtonw RuPteysra, 11-2 BaO&nboy, HM Ptea- 
■ure Ghmd, Treaeroe Again 

Wt. ftoto Denwg 7 10 7 T Janks M b» (N TMEtovDavies) 5 nm 
FORM GUIDE 

GYSART taBed by e^ht lengths to concsde 34li to Tbmpetoo Over cowse and Ostance 
last time and has gone up by another 3t> tonco, txit he s eM buided to get beck In the 
wevwr^ enctosiro. Pleasm Shved has shown tttle this season and was faded up be- 
hind Paddyte Return in the Long Wtoto Hutto here lost time. First-tone bfnksrs could hep 
hen. though, and he would have a leadng chance If able to reproduce tf*atatrn ha showed 
In the spring of T996 to wn al Alniree (Grade One novee hudto) and beat Seekn Cash 
m the Leiheby S Christopher Long Distance htorcto here Treasure Again has not nm 
smee unaeMmg over fences at Lmgfield 14 monthD ago but ratunrn on a good mark and 
won over the couse and cfistanca two years ago ott |usl a 4fo tower mark. Warner For 
Players was 26to out of the handcap when a cfoee third to Splendd Thyne at Warwick 
last month and has been reassessed accorelnglyL He would want sorter going So mUd 
in-tomi Three Farthinga, who to 7tb out of the handcap end il to highor than when beat- 
ing Toby Brown hail a length at Kempton lost torn. Bell Stoffboy gave encouragement 
n loulh to Lets Be Rank at DoncaatBr (8m 4Q and wl be tnitod by the longer dstanca^ 
He can go wbA. Selection: GY&W 

|o"ncl COMET AND SONY CHASE (Grade 1 ) (CLASS □ Rpo 

J,w l /q PRnflQQ artrted2m3f 110yds Penafly>felug £37.104 1 

1 BP-1B ONE NAN (47) (O p) (BF) (J Hates) G RjChfifii U 11 7 AOebfabi 

2 -ranp SBIOR B-BETRirrn (47) [CD) (Gerard NoC^ kto S Na*9tl 7 QBrxtoy 

3 4B21- STRONG PRWtoSE (30E) (CD) (G A Hibart) Q HtobaiO 7 ti 7 NWManeon 

-3decknd- 

BETTING: B-6 Strong Pronrisa, 8-4 0m Man, 4-1 Senor B Bebnttl 
W7: Stiong Pmmlsefi 11 7 N Wtemson t)-t (G Hubbenl) 4 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

STRONG PROMISE outbatoed One Alan up the straight h this race Iasi yaw and can 
repeal the dosa Tree, ha has not had a recent nm. but the poor sfwring of One Man 
and Senor El Babutti vithe Ktog George moons he Is hardy at a dsadventaga One 
Man made much of the running in tost yB&rfe race and may be anted by being able to 
fotow ftaly leader Senor a Semite' now, but Strong Promise to lop class at this sort of 
trip and should bo good enough. Today* faster (yound should suit Senor S BetiwU but 
ha st* has a M to prove at this level Selection: STRONG PROMBE 

[o oc HSBC JAMES CAPEL REYNOLDSTDWN joppo 
NOVICE CHASE (Grade 2) (CLASS A) £30,000 
added 3m 110yds Penalty Value £18^40 

1 1-4PT5 MAHLER (27) i&igfcfT BB*i**r fbrtiei^io) N rwcto>Ca*« fi H 9 GUemiyn 

2 m-ai STRONG CHAIRMAN (7q(D)(Hmt& CO) PMchtoi 7 11 B TJNinphy 

3 231-n FtDDUNG THE FACTS (47) (D) (Mb E Rcbats) N Hmdoraon 7 11 7 MARfcgankl 

4 1A32 ACT OF FM1H (26) (Q (D) (taka R IN S Balm) N Gsestee B 11 5 NW Hw BOn 

5 SI-1F1 KUWCTOttps) (P)(HTMvfr4JGiferd9Tl 5 APMcOny 

6 2-1131 THETOOEABtft2)raa&JVb^)JFflnd»wr711B A Dobbin V 

-SdMtered- 

BETTING: M Rdrflng Ttoa Fads, 11-1 Strang Chatowm, M The Tabaacb, 7-1 Act Ot Frtk, M 
Ktortinaton, 18-1 tonhtor 

TO7: 0)oddBh B 11 T2 A Kontoa -M far IF Doumen(FRB 5 W 


FORM GUIDE 

OtTowa'5 wn at Uttmeter on Sattnday has promdes a boost to FtDDLJNG TIE FACTS, 
who bear that nwl three and a hail tengttts al Ungtiekl and then had hre T2 tengtha be- 
hmd in tfwd when tofionmg up at Kempton on Bonrtg Day eoonng by six lengths from 
Forest Ivory Strong Chairman was a proUc wnrar m pont-to-pomts last season and. 
after going down by o length to Yahm at Cheltenham on his debut over regdtaHn fences 
(KBndngton seemngly beaten when unseating four outl beat that rival 13 lengths at New- 
bury two weeks later. He goes roa9y wel on a East surface The Thliarwh ran out a cie^ 
cut wtonei inaer top weroht m a ronce handcap a Doncaster last time but faces a much 
suffer task now Mahler looks wel out ot Hs depth with a penalty; wNe aofter ground 
and probably a longer top would help Act Of Faith. S al ectt o rr FIDOUNG THE FACTS 

\ A rik\ FERNBANK NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS O) £5,000 added 
2m 110yds Penalty Value £3,664 

t dD-TI DAWN LEADER (21) (0) (Boruprt) J CM 7 ti 7 CUmOyn 

2 D GREySH07P2)fDJ(BF)WCSmrtfrtl8to*tgS»f7 RBumnutr 

3 33 ALMOND ROCK (IS (C I T RaenQ Ltd) J FantoSW G it 4 _-ADnbbki 

4 B84AT0U (USA) (F197) (TF ftoro) D Banorli 5 Ti 4 PHdtey 

5 3 GTOaTALASSaiBUf ( 18 ) (fheCrftsnw] Gtogaiscma h4 •..DBfUgMtar 

6 3 lfflllGMrO(M<Msisiiyat)ttsAft«iBB51t4 JIAHBgarsId 

7 0 TISSUE OF LES (USA) pfl [The Na Hasda Ponrershpl J AKafuif 5 11 4._. .G B radtoy 

B 32 WURLTTZST (USA) (16) (BF) (VAan MadJ M® J Ced 6 11 4 .NWMamen 

9 PF Alik’S HONOR (rajlt^litoLCTa,**) Mrs LTaytor 6 1) A RSupfto 

-fdMBmf- 

BEmNQ:B-l1 Grey 5hoL 4-1 Dun LeadsiiW Banatom,7-1 Was Kate, 1M AkaondRoek. IB-1 1 
WurHzar, 2S-1 Gaowsl AMmUy, 33-1 QBnca 
TO7: CouraOl 5 11 7CFSwanB-l (MRpe) Oran 

FORM GUIDE , 

GREY SHOTs Champion HtmSe hopes took a knock when ha <ms no match for Fiendi 
HoBy an aoft cyoimd at Sandown m the Tbhwrth Hirta. but thto former top-daw Flat 
stayer remans a smart prospect Fast ground wC ait hm Dawn Laad*- has looksd good 
wvmg he novica hurdes ai Cheltenham and Huitingdon this season, but he faces a 1 
much bigger test and the form of those races has not worked out Banatom was rated 
I2t) kmer than Grey Shot on the Fias. but won a valuable Listed rated stakes etTbrk In 
July before IfoBhing third to Mecta Star at Goodwood later that month. Kbig Kato ran an 
encouraging first race over hurdes to be thrd of 21 to Road Racer at Huntingdon and I 
ib* improve Selection: GREY SHOT I 

\ A nTc'l ASCOT STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 
£3,000 added 2m 110yds Penally Value E2y«3 

1 1 BUAN SPfSNG (IB) (D) (Job 6 Joanne Fkhanu) M Hpe 6 11 6 A P McCoy 

2 BOSUNS MATE (AknrartooN'MsmOaros Sit 4 —CUw n B j a 

3 a£AflSMES(MsRWSajer(NGa»*esn 4 — NWHmson 

4 HUNTMG MONARCH (P A Deal) G Thomsr 6 it 4 Ctoretbomar m 

5 tlEISSPtW{RJCtari®)DGeraghly5tl 4 G Supple (5) 

8 0 INSPIRE FOUNDATION (3B) (h^KUxtton SyndcateJ 9inon Ea* 5 11 4. _L Haney 

7 JU5TUCE ALONE (The ftppfli tainasiip) D MdOfeon 5 11 4. RllaStey (3) 

B KING'S ROAD (Mis Ndotas Jcnea) N TnKtonDawes S ti 4 JIKd*deyf7) 

9 0 IMVH«V»n2)(KFCMBrtu*)KFaitierbirt51t4. L Cummin* p 

U LORD EDGAR ^ J Saisbuiy) Inks M Jonas B II 4 DBridpaUr 

11 0 LUCKY MASTBt (B) [Ms Am Key) J Lpscr Q TI 4. R&n* 

tt MRCfBSEAlFBhRosendeblMtow&Sa^ JGRadStl 4 WGraMtn(7) 

O IMUNNBSE0MiQEtoConlerei6e&hcmlMTivU4NChanree-n4 GBteday 

14 NORIHBMTMM|lA&LBedtard) JCttonenBtl 4 TJ Murphy 

G QO ONE RNE MAN (53) (Ms Therero VIOthe) T P Vtoria 5 0 4 JHagM(3) 

a o mswGTR0UT(t2)(Mi*a(«Ra**to5H4, bpomi 

17 SAXFRAGA (Manor tern Stud (Rutencl))TWiaDi5tt4 RTborSoo 

fl STAR OF DUNGANNON (Sian kfetotS Mater 9 1> 4 RStodJOterfi) 

9 0 TIE 8ARR1IGTWI FCOC (18) (The R* Inn RartneWfol R Siitfi 5 11 4 XAtapuu(3) 

20 UNDER THE CARPET (WESkrOJOU Bit 4 MAFtogmald 

21 0 WlLLETT£MBIt105)(PG Stephens) Ure VStoOhans 6 h 4 MtacVStopbn 

22 SOBaz/TA (Ang*f%ongSynifc3iBJCMot**4 OS JJGMeghar 

23 SMB1T (Food Bitten LfoUattcrt 4 WB OBmronp) 

* TlTANDTURN(SeBiMCBnd)PHote4tOa nftsnroody 

25 6 YEOMAN SAILOR (13) (Mrs J Eyran & M Rntm Eynon) Ms J Hnon 4 ® B_Jl Dobbin 

- 25 declared - 

BETTING: 2-1 la<Sen Spring, 1M Jnwuce Atone, 7-1 MBoroan SOor, B-1 Under The Carpet, 10-1 
Bosun* IWi, T» And Hmv 12-1 IQng^ Road, Lord Edgar; Ito Chebaa, SmW, SO-1 ottwre 
TO7: Msfer Erinyn 4 D 7 R rtjghes Z-1 )t tov (L Mcrtague HM) B ren 
FORM GUIDE 

INDIAN SPRING made al tor a wtde-margln win from The Pickled DtAe on her debut at 
Haydock. Pick of the others to have or b Yeoman Sailor, a close sixth of 22 to Percy 
Partareper at Huitingdon on Ms debut, but there are aiy rurtber of My-toaMM new- 
comers. A tow tfw appeal are Boauns Mate. Justuct Alone, Lord Edgar. Mr IMvena, 
TW. Aral Han and 


LUDLOW 

HYPERION 

I. 40 Royal Then 2.10 Hand Woven 2^0 Cool 

Sprta^ 3.15 Merlin’s Lad 3 j« 5 Scamrts 4.15 My 
Nominee 4.45 Deputy Leader 

GOING: Good 

•Right-hanc! cotrea Chase courao has sharper bends than fan- 

•QumkNW at town oH A4S Ludtow sltfion (Heretarf - arows- 
buyM an ADMISSION: Oub £14 (a“»Ttoaitedi4^mfo^; 
IsttBrsEOB £9 (OAPs receive E2 refreshment voucher): Corn® E6. 

eLEU^IRMBSIS; M Pipe 2^93 ®' 70 

tZTTSVH Hendanron -&30 (433H ten 

•LEADING JOCKEYS: RDrenwocxty 17-G1 (279*4 AThomton rm 
(09^3 RKmranaghB-67 (e<4%VS Wynne MO P0%1 

(vtaedK2ACi jCaMariaa (345^ 

p* An] CHURCH STHETTON CELLING H’CAP 
(«^ w l HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,000 added 2m 

1 a&W AMONG ISLANDS (20) (CQ (BF) R \m 7 »_ t >,» ■ ?g£j?. 

2 KGS- TW’SBOOK(534)(D)^ltoLiWaliOT7n7..RMwv 

3 ' 6320 BOLLBIO (25) J Berry* Tj 5- — V— 

4 f954 8- C8WIABOO CROWN (30^ P B»an 7 11 4__W YhxvBlStOO 

5 BUFF AfftACECRJM(P)SMetoi9lt4 -CIMbCT 

B iUSEO ROYAL THEN (FR) 

7 «aW ALDWGTONCHAPPlECTmjWtlOeieOMdWP) 

9 FX-M N«nHBW»imON(4^nwaay1DBfl — -fiSS 
TJ i3©5- BLUfAEO BKAGE (317) J C FfotNton 7 1) 7 

II. ’. SOBS BCWU(20)WGM-fomer4«B ivS™B 

14 08093 NORTHEW OPtaMST (<3) P) B 

9 owb vSSuatSiwSMV^- J Jj2LSS 

b m Rjy«esnfsrwDa^rf<®3 - DJ io2SI 

17 OOQP BEAR WJG (20) M SappNd 5 ® 2 sewran 


WOLVERHAMPTON (AW ) 

HYPERION 

1-50Bathe In Ught2^0 

i^FbrPttifi!3^Montaatsto335Rockswaffi 

4J25 P m ltaf 

GOWa aareftid. SWUS: W - ou«dfl;.«9»-» lf * te 

QBAWADWnAGE: from 8f tfl W 4t 

laassgggfejasaaBS 

.ECggSSSgSESZEZXS:*" 

remmSc rasiMsag! RHottwh***® 7 ' 807 ^S3 «h 

WSW P Hasten 37-203 


e 00405 ROC AGE M)G Dates 7 T) 2 JtoRWBMay« 

S -fFPPP TAKE A FUfBI (43) (tJ) H Hodo» 3 0 1 TEMscombsB 

20 POP-FP MISS MYLETTE (42) D WWo 7 TJ 0. .WMariteoB 

- 20 «tottend~ 

Mtorerm weight 1 0at True hmOcop weight tmHj/totoSa 111b. 
BETTING: 9-2 Boflaro, 5-1 bnpsia, 1M NOHbWi Itefon, 1M Among to- 
famds, Cotite. Fbhhw'4 FkM. 12-1 RoyM Than, 14-1 Bland Image, Owegk 
PaWcA, Wva's Book, Urban LDy, 15-1 Croraaboo Crowm. JO-1 Aldtognm 
Chappie. Antoca, Northern OpBmt*L 2S-1 Bhem 

I ym BRIDGNORTH NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
!*■ >u l E) £4,000 added 3m 


1 2FP5& AIWS BOY (715) D Write 9 11 a W . , S2S2 

2 P232-U BAYUNESTAH (98) I4ss H KnianrS 11 2 JFTtey 

3 4WP ClffiWY 0RCH2) (63) J R Hughes n fl 2. BFatom 

4 3B1-3 FIRST HARVEST (47) (D)CBarw« Hit 2 

5 00F4FV GODORSPnT(84B) WMBrttKunB8fl2 GwyLyora 

6 00«P HANDWOYEN^NT»te!av(taiee6T12 ,_. CMaote 

7 P-HOP »«onWHKH»(2D)(C)mWJBrea9fl2 fjWw eon 

8 40253) JOVIAL MAN (26) M P Osiwn B H 2 ATtartnn 

9 H=MB tWLE DAY® ®^)FAxdan 6712 — — . D Byrna 

0 0/1-P2 IAWCASTH1ANJET (57) (p) TFtiBfBr7T l 2 ,- rr -S MVn na 

if 562536 LAfflS) GBiTHY (Z7) J Owea 9 11 2 —Mctiael BrwronP) 
t2 2FFUD VraJ-BA!«(2(J) IteCFfcten T12 .VSMtey 

-Mdactered- 

BETTING: 1V4 Bejtina Stac, 7-2 Landed Gwmy, *-1 Uneartten Jal.5-1 
Jovtel Mm 114 Hand mown, 18-1 HoodnWHto 14-1 Rut terreN, 33-1 
Amyl Boy. BW other* 

HENLEY HALL GOLD CUP HANDICAP 
2.40 1 HURDLE (CLASS E) £4,000 added fflBes 
4 mares 2m 5f 110yds 

1 -41231 BBSS R06BTTP ffW) J OBtea S to 0 — MBteMterenen W 

2 13(313 OWSTAQUWpiymJMdtesfl lll 

3 at COOL SPRING (38) T ForHEr6H 0 ATtemten 

4 353-0 ^fflBAWIKMW(W)WCbil71Dfi 

5 £2253 ma*EARENA(F97)(C)MPJe510O 

* 7 a sssw»asaa^=i2SS 

a R31P- FBSTBEEp43}raFJodan7ttD DJiteeng^B 

e odq) 53 a MY LOvay po) 6 ctn^ a dp. Jfafcwro 

fl e^PO potBLACKBMD ( ta RBnfiartcnBOO SCmran 

— TJ dfdvw- 


5 UTILE CAESAR SCWMara4 BO 

8 060-02 LAKE ARIA WGW wdMriS Bfl- j- .g*"” ? 

7 25 POSE CHAW (30) N L® 1 « ^ 5 B 11 - SWtejoteB 

9 00540 WHODEAIT (23) RH*towd4BB D Hayden (1)6 

p 9 oogURm — 

„ mu - n „ rn , mu b, ught. 3-1 Lade Chw M Posh Chain. M 


H ffifiSSSiEP CTAKES 

i -C523- PAL0aANC0(79HD} QLMbCre78G CafoyNtomn? 

i s aaa gBgggg SiS 


SS49'{nMi J Berry AWB p«»i rrw*™. - — 

ffSSSSKiE-ISSfS. n _ _ 


- B ttedareo — 


Mtomm welgtt: f Ost Due handcap Might Balmoral princess M 13Si firs! 
Baa flat aa. B My Low* Bs % ft* BteMtef « J2& 

BE77WG: 10M0 Mte RobPto M OuhtaqWK 5-1 Coal $riag, «-1 Ttaw 
Arena, iw Rhartiank Rare, 1M SaByte TWtas, 1M Spring Gram, M-l 
BMmorai Prtaoaaa, 16-1 B My Lovely, First Baa, 33-1 Pot BbekbU 

lo lei ATTWOOD MEMORIAL TROPHY H'CAP 
J,,a l CHASE (CLASS D) £5^00 added 2m 4f 

1 3F3R33 ART PRWCE (27) (D) C BRxto B S 0 .MBonyp) 

2 S4-34 EVEN BUIE (33) (D) Mrs CBhck OHt> SWynae 

3 P3lt» HERtflTS LAO (S4Q T Persia 9 T 5 WHsatee 

4 U3Q311 IIH STRONG GALE (51) (CD) PNchCfc 7 tttl. A Thornton B 

5 4P-622 FLAPJACK LAD (61) (D) N TV**t>-0bvi»s 90® — C Maude 

B 3H3Z3 ,JASO»FSflOYfM9(D)JMaBttey8il5 R Johnson 

7 T83IP YOUNG BALDRIC (47) fte J Pitman It *0 DLeahy 

-7tfactead- 

ifriouniMNgncioa. T/rotiaixA^weii^ya^BiVdncterlilti. 
BETnN0:B4MrSto>ng tefo, 4-1 ArtPrteca, W Brea Soe, Marfttelad, 
11-2 Jasorts Boy, TO-1 FMpJack Lad, 12-1 Vbung BMtfeic 

|o a ±\ PETER STEPHENSON MAIDEN HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 

1 ODD BUY IIY PUT (27) HWttb 5118 DJMoflMt 

2 CORDIAL KMGHT(F2E7) CMortxkS h 8 GHogn(3) 

3 0 FUMENT1N0 (BO) UaVWBd51t B — MUnel Brennan (3) 

4 0 GREAT WOLF (7B)TiM 5 TIB Gary Lyons 

5 323 UMUS pi) (BF) D Nchokson 5 It B RJoftmon 

G 035 PORUKX CASTLE (99) PMdtans 5 It B £ Fan 

7 PRIVATE AUDIENCE (USA) (F40) W Mur 5 TI S . Jl tticherd* 

B U SSB9UPTIY(ffl)(7G)(BRMPIpe5flfl J Lower 

9 56P SHOWBOY (43) H Lee 0 TI 8 B Fatten 

tt F SO KSH (15) A Beley SUB SWynna 

tl JPf <fV WfflOHJ WORKER pO)TK9«Bjr7n 8 G Upton B 

12 SO BUITINHEAVBifaS) JCft»ton6fl 3 ASSroMi 

B 56D- CHAWWGWFRtEND(3«7)OONal7tt3 VSMtery 

14 ONTHEStfflf (Flfl BPreeca S h 3 J Monoid (7) 

n 23 SCARROTS (21) N (tontetaon 4C8 Jff/tevagb 

£ 4* SHARPTSW’Blfll) NlaBfanC«tes4 99 CMUda 

17 364 KASmti^(FR) (ai)MRpe4t)7 JEvanaB 

a 0 THE IfWAWS (25) 0 Sioraood 4 W 7 J A McCarthy 

BETTING: 3-1 terms. 7-2 Scamta, 4-1 SaranHpiy, 11-3 Sharp Tampan 
ID-1 Kaatertee, 13-1 The hvUw, Porta* Cates, 14-1 Florentine, 20-1 
DordM Knight, On The Green, Private Audhoce, 33-1 othare 


3 0QQ53- 0OB5MSMGEWIff(l7)JSlDearing4SB»«. — SCWW»3 

3 -EOOD- GRffliAVWY BAY (USA) (21B) W Hcson 4 9 8 _P Shee (7) 1 

4 231-05 BARRIER MDGE (14) (0)GL Moon 4 94 — Cavtf Morris 2 

5 1-HQ GDOMHSHAMRBI«(H8(D)(PQPWgteB011^lhrtio(44 

6 400001 SSGALA(»5)mJJ0N9l780 Clnwtt«0j5 

-B daeteod- 

BEmNG: 11-10 Pten For Praia. 94 Oodmerah a n Park, 7-2 Qnaaat 
PpgeanC, NM BwIerflWjtv J ®-1 GreorawayBanaO-l Sagtte 

PTo el THAMES HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 
added 1m 4f 

1 WO- MONTKRETQ(B2)(GD)(BF)RGuB6ta VO AMcCeittTB B 

2 8052-5 NKIWSSINIp2)(CII) DlAinay9ri1lh591D_DonoOHiB2 

3 1304-6 SUGA HAWK (10) (C} (D) E Ahkn GB2 S Drome 4 

4 OQGOO JACK THE LAD (4) J He0*rtn48 U .T State* (7) 5 

5 BOOH BatES BOY P)(C)B firing 5SB TSpn*»3 

B 043-53 3ffl*Y'mE!QDNEYft9)MRYBn47lO .GBaterell 

7 00006 SWYM:Of®Cm»IIS1fflJ>teBrtaT47CJ»3)f4f^ 

-7dad a Bd- 

AMunm^cMTOb ^Mndk^HN^StaKyThsfot^ 


1 JIWIMiM |y»rw~ — , ~ ■ eiWdlS 

. ciiirtfiS 2 

TOW SPECUUZE(d}Kftite69Z-— Hmn i 

00004 KXVBttAHD (1^ JchnBryB&2 __ 


g \e Lfctaita*— l-I- 

Swaenoy (3) 9 V 

M Farftml 


^HnlTYNH HAN DICAP (CUSS P) gA OO 
2-501 im 100yds Penalty Value £3^71 

'* mrear mint MJdinten 4 no JtenllfiKaowtB 


BOTWG: 46 Morteeftite.Mffflt**'* Star, 6-1 S«(pi Hotel, 8-1 JotaTha 

Lad, W.1 BdWa Boy, Sidney Tha Kktaay, 2M Sarynfart Chanwr 

| re-g e l WH1AND SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
£2£00 added 3YO Sf 

1 540-11 ORANCEBUSH(T)(CHD)MVfeteggO. DKaHandlO 

2 BM3 RBRY WW6KY (J) (CDJ J Btory 9 5 JJUrelterffl2B 


il are Boouna Mate. Juatuee Alone, Lord Edgar, Mr Umrena. 
r Tha Carpet Sele cti on: ffplAN SPRB4Q 


I a ic] PONTR1LAS HUNTER CHASE (CLASS 
l^‘ lo l H) £1300 added 2m 4f 

1 P0345- BEAU BABUARD (Z77) PNtedtelt 97 JfrJRzzatd (5) B 

2 032EB- CARAGH BRIDGE (2B1) T Jones fl 127 JlrGLawta(7) 

3 1301 -P TON0lffeiPm(QnOEI«Mh1IC4JlrRB0ltin(7)B 

4 233-P BUSMAN (PIT) (D) K iteras 9 B0 MrDSJaaet(7) 

5 U32P- DALAIETRE (27Q M &nna If £0 JtoMHunnwdp) 

6 0IPFF- WMMWnVEpBB)LadySBoatot)toDjlreEJKM(7) 

7 4P2FD- MaUNnBWSTfWO7B)P)RCH*DE0taCS»e«Bi(7) 

8 U0M2 m BEAN (11^ FUMagm 800 JlrJJWnaffl 

9 P464P- PANT LL* (317) (C) F Itettwo 12 12 0 -Mr H FfoGnaid (7) H 

£ P6-542 PRDEAUXnwCE(nD)CGbotoecnei20 -Ifc'JMftBdwdp) 
tl OFFUy SOMEOBUGAnON(BEB!|(C0GTtarei£ i CajlrASroMn|S) 
12 PAF5- CMM ARCTIC (291) Ms A Wee tl tl 9 Mr M Jackson (7) 

-T2 (factored - 

BETTMO: 3-1 Beau BiiBinJ, 74 Bnaraan, 4-1 My Nendnaa, 132 Deagb 
BnlritAt UMOMnete tt-lftldtacaftfot^ 14-1 H|£a^RKiMou£Hnry 
Star, IM PettUn, Mr Bean, 254 Some ObAgteon, 35-1 Cron Aide 

[XarI WINSTANSTOW NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS £) £3,000 added 2m SI 110yds 

1 0-004 EXALTED ($f)WJato 511 9— G Bogan (3) 

2 00405 AVHBET0Of)DSl(54)tfeoPY*iaB7£'CUIr R»*iey (3) 

3 332 ^FYNOVA(2O)NW*nCbtes0*B CMwte 

4 0040 CATHAY (77) MreJftman 610P Dlnhy 

5 06- CHYOU AT UU»*GHrp23) SBRje*aha*7B 12 ._S Wynna 

6 UOF COOLEST B7FHAR pi) (tea PVWIb 6 t)X? JADIAcPhal [7) 

7 OO COOL NORMAN (HZ) (68) BDBHaan0«-e. — J Lawrence 

B 020- DAifTFS GOLD (351) C Egertcn 7 10 12 JAlkCadry 

9 SOI DetilYS GOLD (T241) R CurtB 8 T) 12 J Leech I 

11 5-38 DBVTY LEADER (21) N Hendsrson 6 D 12 __J R Kemofi , 

It W32- OARRYNISK (34Q D GandcUo B 10 12 BUlten 

-e 064222 HAlSrami(Zl)DN*ol9on5Ve R Johnaon 

9 0 JELLABYASKnfl(12}AJaNfa6t)l2 WHMStoa 

M 2/2-4P KHGSLAfOTKVBtNSt (S3) O Stormed 7 H 12-11 FQchonfs 
S 354 NOBL£AT)fi£7Ef48) Mrs Jf%jai5 C C.JirSDwdcp) 

9 01153- $TMBJJQNDRn/E(3EQpn A Hobbs 01)12 -AThonten 

17 P- TIGER BRIGHT C297)TWafl 9 1012 J Iforead (7) 

IB 05 W«STL»toRUnJS^1) NTDavte6I)12 .._JGa>totokl(7) 

BETTWG: 15W HeBstcani, 11-2 BaeTy Nova, 6-1 Exattod, 7-1 Gwryiriak, 
8-1 St HoHan Drive, 10-1 Darto's Gold, Dapidy Laadar, Noble AtMato, 
10-1 Cathay, 20-1 Nngtiand 'Bwbtw; 35-1 otters 


3 01-432 RCK3BWAWf7) [CDjPHatiBT 95— — LCtwmpekB 

4 SOOGB EAMYDOUNOnm M Quinn 90 DeneQNdOV 

5 64-S2 MBS DANGHtOUS (7) (CD) U Q*m 9 0 A Metal 4 

0 04-222 DANDETMES(18) KlwrySC ilsfin Itayw 6 V 

7 5W00- AWA LADY (T2q C Dayer S 7 JO Mims (7)1 

B 40- BOIANSPLBiDOUR(ST)R&BeiB7 RFttadiS 

9 SHJ LADY HBAL (7) Mas J Graze 87 TWSmaS 

» 0- SABLE CLOAK fl 17) JL Harts 07 JO*iM2 

11 40003 S1MG FOR ME (7) H Hdfcisheed S 7 A McCarthy (5) 11 

O 0643 7TLBURG (7) ttaN UacatoyS? PMeCteaaT 

-I2dacterad- 

BETTOG: IM Orange Bote, 74 Rodrenfai, M InSu SptMtoou; 5*1 
MU Dangaroua, M Hfty WNtty; 7-1 Dante TTrae*. lo-lTiiurg.14-1 
FUy Ctaiteo, Stag For Me. 20-1 others 

a oc] AVON HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 
l^~l added 3YO 71 

! 21-JBf ra7fffl2J(D)TEBlrty07. LOtanadrS 

2 QO- HHXJfffil CUSTER (T7B) CThomten 94. _Dean lftlCB 0 Bra 2 

3 0301 SHARP M0NXEf(B)UsNltacetey94 (9a0 -PtaCata 07 V 

4 DIB- MJCHBLffi(222)(CJPB«*B2 AMcCarifyrai . 

5 5-CS23 POETTO(5) JHa0W1onB13 Dan*0DM6B ! 

0 00534 AMBER REGENT (21) P Hasten BB CLntterRS 

7 0006- FURJ1NA pas) P Bern 7 U DWHene(7)4 

-7 dedarad - I 

Mirimnn 7st IOSl 7/ug haxksp ttogte Wths 7st 5 &l 

BETraffi: ewna ITnW, 11-4 CotonuiCuate 5-1 PWBo, 7 Stem Hon- 1 
toy, 12-1 tiichetoa, 14-1 Amber Ragert, 26-1 FMne i 



Italy Ortted (E 0&atlyl>rf)IT^c9a4ti| 

DMjaBgMwdgMgdtengjSggM gj 

MuMMgteriGHMgteSeggt gj 

gajwtefllHtedwnnjgsMgt 5£L 

^uRugog^eiffligsga aw 

BwrljaamCEBroifflyoa8t2b> ®4_ 

OiteiWTteaAwypHitbanOyoMIfc) W 

Sh Pete Lely (MHtemondfttyoSaiM 501 

StewteactelCWwdoriByoBte 

CtefoooGoldgtSateyStcSa? BW_ 

ttetiUhuiMgHdteagBtei jgj 

Hhaito Mwi (C WeectaVOyoBstiSb) 40-1 

TterteaitepffchtewffyoayBW g» 

Chrietiaae Gawa W Bieti»eh2)foBti11)b) B6-1 

MtomanWhntotRltetetiyoBBnite) 50-1 

PMteMBoy(GRBeriti9yBBBntN 5M 

DsngarBteytPBowaV&jcBenti) IBM 

Crengef (M ffortByolternti) l«H 

Kadi [D MchcfacaByoflarOb) SO-1 

Pond Home (MPipeftcftafo) tP-1 

BUwHIgMendBrDBftidyflyoteMN SM 

HteeiaBipGuriltfByoBtiBti) W 

Paacho^'1hoBOtFBdherttod(Hiefotttfto *W 

JoelWtte^HjbtrBarrtgyoflatflb) PM 

Dhwfl Dencer (M FWByoteTt^ 1»1 

Una*! Cholca (F ffooaWPyofltMfc) 50-1 

JareeeteRteeeiBiMsLIltfmtefnyoBtelj 150-1 

KBta»te[HMwtaargyote6b) «M 

WeittttorrteglHwmrdmyofltiEto) 60-1 

PaR^WteyBi«dtintli)9yoetiBb) TO-l 

irita awry if itaphytayoBaeb) es-i 

laiBraAmro|MPWlEyrtW5fc) 40-1 

FtarfcatefffttnllVeyttaMt) «M 

Pee>te(NHendegavrnyfl8Wfc) «M 


Krad e Htevta e r (B R ItanantByoBeBIri 33-1 

Andre Law* (KBeteyflyoaKiafl 00-1 

BjotyPteyrePCUtwiByoadlN mi 

ltateeoi(SMelaaoBti1W 1»-1 

Drokfe Brook PC Bajayflyottl) mi 

RartMlOwIcaUa-tenBtiBte 66-1 

DraeflnWY°M) 

awteff(HEfteyrewB)e7!NaW TO-1 

aKBnaBarOtaPgyHJycgsLgfc) TO1 

TharittaVitaitar pOttPOroTstlll^ B0-1 

SMteaftMLiJOTteMyoiTMnii) 00-1 

tMrtarBite^H Johreon/tygMYto) «M 

Mapie Dura (D VflfomaftgyoTsnab) 2501 

TbpJewte(Nhtrate7t1jo7tftt^ TO1 

Jolvw (M Bpefloyoranob) CO-1 

lfttateE»iwragHJcfrBcty9yo7MT0fc) TOl 

Decyhorg (M ffpaf7yo7sttfc) TOl 

WteupM(CPMerfnyo7ttab) TOl 


Or/fDcmm. Mtiomm&t ttA Eat/nwrBtfmtr/mod*. ptacae l z 3. 4fMm. SOwAc 4*pQ 


RESULT S 

WARWICK 

1-50: 1. UPGRADE fO LknwIM) S-t tov; 
2. ARioaaam TO-1 ; 3. Kflbrida Lad 4-L 21 
ran. 9, tl (N Twiaon-DratBa, Chattanhem). 
TMb: C440; E1B0, E3TO SZSO. OF : £3520. 
CSF: 23732. Trio: C28BD Nft French Met 
220: 1.ASKTHE BUTLER (A P McCoy) 
Tl -4; 2 Sir Danta 4-1; X sup On Eyre 7-1 
13 net. 52 tew Stpume Lady (unseated rid- 
Qf). 1, J A- (M Pipe, Metingtony. Tbtac S3JO; 
EtOfilfla E2BQ DR EttOQ CSF: £M64 Trio: 
£21Stt 

280: 1. ARKLEY RONM. (G Bmfegi) tl -8 
fav; 2 King** Banker 4-1 ; a. Suraian Cor- 
da 4-L 23 ten. ^ A (J OW, V*ooghtan). Tata: 
E2S0; C1TO MU CtflD DF: £»4a CSR ECfi 
Tim: £1&7Q NR; Knock Leader: 

320: 1. A N C EXPRESS (A P McCoy) 
tf-8 far. 2 Andre Lave} 8-1; 2 Karer B-t 
9 ran. 7, 4 (J long, Swindon). Tata: E220: 

nstt cam czn dfi ceat csF:m34 

TriCBDt £B9J9L Trio: CTTfiO 

3 -SO: 1. CHEERFUL ASPECT (N 
Wfernscn) TI-B fav; 2 Harlequin Chorua 
7-1; 2 Wadada Tt-2 8 ran. 21, Z. (Capt T 
Forster, Downton) TW*: C2B0; CMO EL7Q 
£19D 13F: ESSQl CSF: £1234 TYtcast E422S. 

420: 1. EAFm-BWOVER [Mss P (Sundry) 
lO-R fav; 2 Rttey Bridge 25-1 ; 2 Dtenond 

Fort 20-1 5 ren. 17. cfet (R Barber; Beamin- 
sta). IUk £160; £13Q £320 DR £T17D. CSF: 
£1534 

420: 1. ARDENTBAIY (T Haggai) 4-1; 
2 Kntgntebridga Brad 8-v. 3.^ Threads 12-t- 
22 ran. 7-4 tar Chany Fla. 1 'A. dvhd. (N Hen- 
dsrsoa Lamboumjl ToCk £520; £2.60. 
CS.7D, £400 DF: £3840. CSF: £42A& Trio: 
£14840 

Jackpot rauao 
Ptacapot: £l2sa Ouadpoc E42G 

Place B: £1475 Ptaea 5: £532 
CARUSLE 

1-40: 1. HURST FIVER (A Dobbin) M-1; 
2 Quick March 2D-1; 2 Second FUiBb W-l 
IB ran. 21 fav Uppy Lnuree Hth). 7, 1 >A. (F 
Malagft Ctetafo) This: £1720; £30Q £340 l 
£ m DF: £2083(1 CSF; £2tt8ft THo: 
£34220; CT1086 canted forward » Ludow 
240 toctey 

210: 1. SWANBBTER (R SusM 13-8; 

2 &«b Deo) 12-1; 2 Snlpar -B-l 13 ran. 

B4 fav Fates Lire Gold pm), a nk. (LLim- 
9ft CarrutheratDwnjL Tbte: £260; £160, 
£330 £S2Q DF: £l2B. CSF; £2075 Trio: 
£4060. 

2Afc1.BROTHEROFR«(PMvBri)7.1; 
2 Hadd 10 - 1 ; a Spirt OlStaai 12-1 IB 
^ fl-» fw Forever Nobia 2 'A. (Mrs M 
Rev^SaMJumVTiyte EB80; £3» £230 
jDft £5540 CSF: £7SLTL Dta £19660 

i»: 2 StorSjcSni 

B-A 5 ran. 4 1ft (M Pei. ThkSkUbtt: E230; 
STUOttBO DF: £260 CSF: £861 NR: Ftam- 
ng Mirwde. i 

SJHfc 1. CHERRY DEE (B &TOan) 5-1; 
2 What Jim Wants 14-1:2 Untattan fl*t 1 
TOfW.TT-8iwUtoSlan.2 , Aa(PBeau. i 
m^asnd^TdteEmeiBOEm 1 

£150 DF: £407Q CSF: £7020 THcaat 
£4oaa.~wo: £moa 
4. 10:1. CHIPPED OUT (PCwtwrryJTI -3 

ter; 2 Karanuaibio -C-1 ; 3. Potato Iter 9-2 
11 nm. 0 1 (Mardn Tbdhmtei; Uverstonl 
IMS; £230; £140 £260 £1AO DP £1650 

CSF: £SM Tricast £6225 THo: £5670. 


4-40: 1. GUS CUNNINGHAM (0 Lee) 
12-1; 2 Percy Pariuraper B-4 tev; ft Ybung 
Thninar S-i 19 ran. 4 6 (Mb M Ftoveiey: 
Saltbum). "feta: £060; £410, CUft E5.X1 DF: 
£tiU0. CSF: £3502 Trio: £1620 NR: Bate: 
Laka 

Phecepob £1775.10. Quadpot £8640 
Place & C 82827. Ptaea S: £7331 
UNG FIELD 

200: 1.ROBEL4JON (Dana ONel)n-8 
far, 2 Amico Tt-4; 2 Mutahadtth 7-2 5 
raiSh-hd,sh-tKi(MnsL Stubbs) Tbtec £170; 
£120 £2Jft DF: £230 CSF: E52a. 

230: 1. DANCING RIO (Clowther) 10-11 
fav; 2 Emperor's Gold 5-2 2 Kstfo’a 
Crate w-l ibran . 2 lfc (P Ftestem). Tbta: 
E1B0; £120 E1M, f330 DF: £270 CSF: £334 

Dio: £1260 

atttl.STEAMHDLLgtSTANUfCDHte- 
fapc0 7-2 2 White PIbIrs 5-4 fav; 2 Herr 
Trtggar 12-t B ran. ft r/«. (C Cyai).Tbte: 
£350; £300 E UODF:£3 aa CSF: E777. 

23a 1. RED PfcPPKH (S WWhnytfi) 
lav; 2 Striding King 2-1; 2 Ckmoe S-l s 
nm. (P HemCngV Itatra £220: £U0 £tfO OF: 

£230. CSF: £668. 

400: T. SHERIFF 1 (M Hsray) 3-i; 2 
Broughtons Formula 2-1 fav; 2 Distant 
Btorm 5-1 Bran. 16, VA. (J W4 -fata: £540; 
£140 B3Q £240 DF: £670 CSF: £862 Th- 
casc £ 2 aoa 

430: 1. MANOLO (D Hotand) 5-1; 2 
Ramsey Hops Tl-2; 2 Anokato 5-L B ran. 
2-1 fav Mystical 5. a (D Lodei), Tbte: £520; 
£150 £140 £160 - DF: £3130 CSF: £3224 
Tricast E08L33L Tho: £5U» 

Ptacepnb £B*a Quadpot £630 
Ptaea B: £635 Place S: 0453 

•Graphic Equaliser was 
backed from 100-30 to 11-4 for 
Saturday’s Tbte Gold Trophy 
Handicap Hurdle at Newbury 
with William Hill yesterday. 
Carlito Brigante attracted in- 
terest with Coral and was cut 
from 12-1 to 6-1. 
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Fraser refuses to be fazed by narrow defeat 


'! should have bloody 
caught it,* admitted 
Angus Fraser of the slip 
that precipitated 
England's defeat in the 
second Test. Otherwise, 
the big bowler had an 
outstanding game at 
Queen’s Park OvaL 
And, he informs Derek 
Pringle, he is confident 
the next encounter with 
the West Indies will be 
markedly different. 


In the aftermath of the second 
Test, England's players are tak- 
ing a two-day break in order to 
lick wounds and recharge their 
batteries. But while a round of 
golf or a boat trip round the 
Gulf of Paria may serve as 
pleasant diversions, one ques- 
tion refuses to go away: with an- 
other Test due to start on 
Friday, how do you begin to 
snapping again at your oppo- 


nent's heels when you've just 
had your teeth kicked in? 

One man who should know 
the answer is Angus Fraser, for 
whom it was third time unlucky 
at the Queen's Park OvaL 
Apart from performing hero- 
ically with the ball, taking 1 1 for 
1 10, Fraser was also partially 
the villain of the piece, drop- 
ping David Williams off his own 
bowling with the very first ball 
of the final morning. 

“I should have bloody 
caught it," said the hulking 
Middieses bowler the morning 
after, confessing that he also felt 
knackered and hungover. 
“With only half a dozen caught- 
and-bowled catches in my 
career I wasn't really expecting 
it. But it came back at a nice 
height and a nice pace, so even 
though I had to dive to my right, 
I really should have snaffled it- 

“As I picked myself up off 
the deck, memories of us drop- 
ping Shivnarine Chanderpaul 
here last time came flooding 
back, but I really didn’t think 
that we could lose again. That 


said, Carl Hooper played su- 
perbly. When you think that he 
was stuck in the twenties for an 
hour and a half and still didn't 
give it away. On that pitch, it has 
lobe one of the great innings.” 

With two days at leisure. 
Eraser believes it is up to the 
individual to cope as best they 
can with the after effects of 
losing a match England ought 
to have won. 

“Athers [captain Michael 
Atherton] was just saying the 
other night that when you win, 
how everyone comes together 
to celebrate, hut when you 
lose bow fragmented it is, I 
guess it's natural that people 
just want to spend time on their 
own. That’s certainly the way 
1 feel, and I did welL 

“There is nothing daunting 
for me about playing the next 
Test at the same ground, and 
although I’U most probably 
spend the next day feeling sor- 
ry for myself, Til be revved up 
in time for Friday. Hopefully we 
can redeem ourselves and get 
back into the series." 


One player who may per- 
haps be tempted to spend the 
next few days doing a Greta 
Garbo is Andrew Caddick who, 
on a pitch tailor-made for tall 
pa c e bowlers, failed to t»i»? a 
single wicket. 

But if the Englan d cn*<-b 
David Lloyd, was quick to im- 
plicate Caddick when be said: 
“Ttaobowiere underperformed 
big time on that pitch, and one 
of those has' the experience to 
do better,” Eraser, was more 
charitable about his team-mate. 

“OK, we might have bowled 
better as a side, but Caddy 
[Caddick] can bowl, and his re- 
cent Test record is as good as 
anyoDe’s-He’s a top bowler and 
there is no reason why he 
shouldn't turn it round and do 
well in the next Test 

“You’re not going to be 
able to bowl well every time. In 
fact I felt 1 bowled much bet- 
ter in the second infringe and 
1 got three wickets instead of 
eight. It's the same with Dean 
[Headley]. He’s proved he can 
bowl at this level last s umm er. 


It’s just that as you become a 
better bowler, you tend to have 
fewer poor days.” 

There is a theory going 
round that Fraser, having 
shouldered so much over the 
first four days of the match, had 
little left to give on tire last, 
when , his probing seam and 
bounce were most needed. 

“I didn't feel that, and I felt 
really good for my first five 
overs. Mind you, when the 
second new ball arrived I did 
feel weary. It’s true that 1 do 
throw myself at the match and 
1 can't pace myself. I guess 
sometimes your mind may feel 
good but your body simply 
won’t respond. That's when you 
get into bad habits, like bawl- 
ing the wrong line." 

Yet it was precisely because 
Fraser did not get into bad 
habits, and kept an immamtatp 
line and length, that he pros- 
pered. On a pitch offering so 
much help, there is no need Jbr 
variety or experimentation. So 
why could not the other pace 
bowlers follow his example? 


“When you're not getting 
wickets, yon start doubting 
yourself. On that pitch, where 
some halts die and others % 
through, you begin to wonder 
whether that inconsistency is 
down to you and not the pitch. 
Then, instead of relaxing into 
a rhythm, you start trying too 
h aid, and that's when you Jose 
your action and most likely your 
accuracy, too.” 

Having not bowled in a Test 
match since die Cape Town 
Test two years ago - he was 
dropped by Raymond Illing- 
worth, who sent out sundry un- 
subtle signals to the Middlesex 
bowler that he did not rare him 
- Fraser has more reason than 
most to be cheerful about his 
dismissal of Brian Lara in the 
first birring^, his 123rd in Test 
cricket 

“When Atheis caught him 
at mid-off. I said it may be Lara 
but that wicket is special for 
another reason. When he 
asked why, I said, it's taken me 
past Illy [Illingworth]. 

“Tin not sore why IDy didn't 



A penshre Angus Fraser reflects on what might have 
been after the presentation of trophies on Monday 

photograph: Kieran Doherty/Reuters 


rate me. I think it's because be 
didn’t think I could bowl on fiat 
pitches.' Maybe that’s true, but 
on pitches like the one here. 
I'm a dangerous prospect. 


because I generally get the 
ball In the right areas. If the 
next Test pitch at Queen’s Park 
is anything like the last one, I 
won’t mind bowling on ir." 


In search of 
the perfect 
partner 
for Shearer 


As Glenn Hoddle’s men 
prepare to meet Chile at 
Wembley tonight; the 
spotlight will dwell upon 
those chosen to fill the 
striking roles. Ken Jones 
looks back at England’s 
World Cup forwards. 


An abundance of strikers. Alan 
Shearer working back to match 
fitness, Michael Owen’s excit- 
ing progress. No wonder that 
Glenn Hoddle is thought to be 
envied by every other coach in 
the World Cup finals. 

But wait a minute. Robbie 
Fowler is underachieving, Les 
Ferdinand is injured again af- 
ter missing most of the season, 
Chris Sutton's pique has prob- 
ably ruled him out of con- 
tention and, at 32, the dip in Ian 
Wright's performances could be 
permanent 

Beginning at Wembley to- 
night, Hoddle will have his 
strikers under close scrutiny, 
marking them up or down for 
individual effectiveness and col- 
lective understanding. 

Barring a serious setback in 
rehabilitation. Shearer is a cer- 
tainty, leaving two, maybe three 
of the 19 outfield places to be 
filled by designated attackers, a 
category into which Teddy Sher- 
ingfaam fells despite the blurring 
of function brought about by 
strategic development 

The success of a partnership 
put in place by Terry Venables 
for Euro 96 makes Sheringham 
the favourite to operate in con- 
junction with Shearer, whose 
role he could duplicate in emer- 
gency. If further proof of ma- 
turity leads to Owen's inclusion, 
World Cup history suggests 
that only one other place will be 
available to Hoddle’s re maining 
strikers, with the choice falling 
possibly on Dion Dublin, who 
has not only the advantage of 
being able to fill in at centre-half 
but to provide an aerial threat. 

Strange things can happen. 
It was unthinkable that England 
could win the 1966 World Cup 
without Jimmy Greaves, who 
was established beyond all rea- 
sonable doubt as one of the 
greatest goalsoorers football 
had ever known. But Greaves 
failed to regain his place from 
Geoff Hurst after dropping out 
through injury. 

Less than a month before 


recording the only hat-trick in 
a World Cup finaL shortly after 
Greaves put four goals past 
Norway, it was thought unfike- 
fy that Hurst (substitutes were 
not introduced until 1970) 
would appear in the tourna- 
ment. Struggling to overcome 
the difficulties imposed by a bar- 
ren, bumpy surface, Huist 
looked so clumsy when select- 
ed for a friendly against Den- 
mark in Copenhagen that Alf 
Ramsey's judgement was called 
into question by a member of 
England's training staff “Not up 
to it," was Harold Shepherd- 
son’s private word on Hurst as 
we passed through Copenhagen 
airport the following morning. 

With only three strikers in 
squad, Ra nosey returned to the 
pairing of Greaves and Roger 
Hunt for England's final warm- 
up, their toughest, against 
Poland in Katowice. Powerful 


England’s World Cup 
strikers since 1966 
1966: Geoff Hurst, .finmy 
Greaves, Roger Hunt 
1970: Hast, Francis Lea Alan 
Clarke; Peter Osgood. Jeff Astla 
1382: PaJ Mariner. Tony 
Woodcock, Pete? Withe. 

1966: Tony Hatetey. Gary Linek- 
er, Kerry Dom 
1990: Lineker, Steve But 


and selfless. Hunt secured vic- 
tory with the game’s only goaL 

When Hunt and Hurst 
clicked as a pair in Greaves’ ab- 
sence (the Tottenham forward 
failed to score in three group 
games) a pattern was set, criti- 
cally, to the team’s private sat- 
isfaction. In a book we laterdid 
together, Bobby Chariton wrote: 
“I felt for Jimmy [Greaves] but 
I don’t think any of us were as- 
tonished by AlFs decision. 
When Geoff Hurst came in for 
him against Argentina it all be- 
gan to slot into place. Roger 
Hunt was a certainty; he was 
strong, he was tough, he scored 
goals and he'd run all day. He 
and Geoff suddenly hit it off. 

“They tugged defenders out 
of position, opening up gaps we 
could get into from midfield. 
Geoff also had a good under- 
standing with the other West 
Ham players, Bobby Moore 
and Peters. So, on the one 
hand, Alf had Huist and Hunt 
who would sweat cobs and. on 
the other, Greaves, a fantastic 
fiaisber. but a moderate team 
player. I'm sure that Alf didn’t 
think himself brave in leaving 



A/an Shearer plus one: Which striker will be on Glenn HoddIe*s England guest list? He will have have to choose from (anti-clockwise, from top) 
Andy Cole, Michael Owen, Dion Dublin and Teddy Sheringham Photograph: Chris Turvey/Empics 


Jimmy out He simply did what 
he felt was best for the team” 

The international careers of 
Greaves and Hunt were over 
when Ramsey assembled his 
strike force for the 1970 fin als 
in Mexico. Able to use substi- 
tutes, bearing in mind the dif- 
ficulties of playing at altitude in 
extreme heat, he increased the 
complement to five. Realis i ng 
the need for a more measured 
approach, he chose Manchester 
City’s skilful and pugnacious 
winger Francis Lee to play up 
front with Hurst, with Allan 
Clarke of Leeds United, the tall 
West Bromwich Albion centre- 
forward Jeff Astie and Chelsea’s 
Peter Osgood as back-up. 

Strikers came and went dur- 
ing the 12 years that would sep- 


Villa protest over approach to Milosevic 


Villa have aocused Aileti- 
tdrid of making an illegal 
ach for their striker Savo 
•vie and have reported the 

sh club to Fifa. world 
til’s ruling body, and the 
all Association, 
la are upset that Atietico's 
lent, Jesus GiL approach- 
Qosevic without seeking 
jennission before he was 
er-listed after his spitting 
ist at Blackburn. 

[ was heard on Spanish 
H arming Atietico, Villa's 


opponents in the Uefa Cup 
quarter-finals next month, had 
reached an agreement with the 
Serb to join Atietico at the end 
of the season. 

Milosevic said yesterday that 
he is prepared to risk missing 
out on playing in the World Cup 
finals with Yugoslavia by de- 
ciding not to play for VflJa. 

MDosevic said: “If I ant not 
playing for Aston Villa then I 
will not be in the national team- 
That's the polity that is adopt- 
ed back home. It will be a big 


disappointment if I don’t go to 
France - but I am willing to take 
that risk." 

Blackburn Rovers complet- 
ed the signing of the Scotland 
Under-21 defender Call tun 
Davidson yesterday, paying St 
Johnstone £1.75m. 

Marcus Gayle; of WimWedon, 

and Rntsmouth's Fftzroy Simp- 
son both scored as Jamaica de- 
feated El Salvador 2-0 in Los 
Angeles on Monday to move into 
the Cbncacaf Gold Cup semi- 
finals. where they meet Mexico. 


arete England from their next 
appearance in the finals, in- 
cluding three - Paul Mariner of 
Ipswich, Arseaal’s Tony Wood- 
cock, and Peter Withe of Aston 
Villa - taken by Ron Green- 
wood to Spain in 1982. 

Bobby Robson’s choice of 
three strikers for the 1986 
World Cup finals in Mexico led 
to so much indecision that Eng- 
land were soon thinking about 
an embarrassing early exit. Rob- 
son took Mark Hateley of Mi- 
lan, Gary Lineker, who would 
shortly join Barcelona from 
Evert on, with the burly Chelsea 
centre-forward, Kerry Dixon. 

Poor performances, a near 
mutiny, the recurrence of Bryan 
Robson's shoulder injury and 
the loss of Ray WiDrins. who was 

Lynam secures 
time concession 

Des Lynam yesterday won his 
fight with the BBC to allow 
March of the Day to kick off ear- 
lier on a Saturday night. 

The flagship show's presen- 
ter had been unhappy with the 
10.5Qpm Saturday start time, 
which he said was “in the land 
of the nod ding-off". The BBC 
has announced that the show 
will gradually move to an ear- 
lier time slot, with a 1030pm 
start by the end of the season. 


sent off against Morocco, led to 
the inclusion of Gary Lineker 
to play in partnership with Pe- 
ter Beardsley. Lineker’s hat- 
trick against Poland secured 
England a place in the next 
round, saving Bobby Robson’s 
reputation. 

Only two players, Lineker 
and the muscular Wolverhamp- 
ton Wanderers centre-forward 
Steve Bull, could be regarded 
as strikers when Robson an- 
nounced his squad for the 1990 
finals in Italy. Along with 
Beardsley, Chris Waddle and 
John Brumes, they appeared 
on the squad sheet as forwards. 

If this is Lhe most sensible 
designation (Pele bad no spe- 
cific role for Brazil) television 
and newspapers do not allow for 


it. Shearer has ail the attribut- 
es associated historically with 
centre-forwards, but how do you 
describe Sheringham? In old- 
fashioned terms, he is essentially 
an attacking inside-forward with 
the subtlety and vision to make 
chances as well as being a 
chance taker. 

The fruitful partnership 
Sheringham and Andy Cole 
have struck up for Manchester 
United may well strengthen 
the case for Cole’s inclusion if 
he shows the temperament for 
international football. 

Owen is surely prominent in 
Hoddle's thinking, his develop- 
ment so rapid that age hardly en- 
ters the equation. Uncommonly 
in a speedster, Owen's head is 
always up. and who in England 


can claim to be a more clinical 
finisher? 

Hoddle’s choice narrows. 
From befog perhaps the most 
promising of England's young 
strikers. Fowler has fallen be- 
hind but has time in which to re- 
cover form; Ferdinand’s history 
of injuries make him a risk; 
Wright’s best days are gone. 

But who knows? Hurst came 
out of nowhere to make histo- 
ry. Lineker’s international career 
was shaped by the mistakes in 
selection and strategy that 
caused a shake-up. For Greaves, 
whose record of 44 interna- 
tional goals has only been bet- 
tered by Charlton (49) and 
Lineker (48), the World Cup 
brought only a shattering per- 
sonal disappointment 


Highbury veterans sign up for senior service 


Steve Bouid and Nigel Winter- 
burn yesterday ended specula- 
tion about their Arsenal futures 
by signing new contracts. 

The veteran defenders, who 
have both been at Highbury for 
more than 10 years, have com- 
mitted themselves to an extra 
year with the Gunners after 
their present deals nm out this 
summer. They could have be- 
come free agents under the 
Bosnian transfer law and com- 
manded lucrative signing-on 
fees elsewhere. The Gunners’ 


manager, Ars&ne Wenger, will 
now bold talks with his right- 
back, Lee Dixon, to decide 
whether to exercise the extra 
year’s option on the 33-year- 
oJd’s contract, which also expires 
this summer. 

Scotland’s top 10 dubs yes- 
terday issued a legally bin ding 
document to their lower league 
counterparts, promising an ex- 
panded breakaway league of at 
least 12 dubs from the 2000-01 
season. They have also guar- 
anteed the clubs from the Fast, 


Second and Third Divisions a 
financial support package esti- 
mated at £1.7m per season. 
The breakaway elite have also 
promised a £250,000 payment 
to this year’s First Division 
runners-up as compensation 
for the loss of a play-off place. 

The document was issued 
before Thursday’s special gen- 
eral meeting of all Scottish 
League dubs at Hampden Park 
when the filite clubs are hope- 
ful that their proposals for a raw 
league will be passed. 


Chile - 10 
fascinating 
footballing 
facts 

1 Chile were banned by Fife, 
world football’s ruling body, 
from the 1994 World Cop in the 
United States following a 
bizarre incident in a qualifier 
against Brazil for the 1 990 finals 
In Italy. Rojas, their goalkeep- 
er, feigned injury after claiming 
he had been hit by a smoke 
bomb thrown from the crowd in 
an attempt to have the game 
abandoned. The “blood" be 
was covered in was said by Fifa 
to come from a capsule- he 
burst over himself. 

2 Chile's World Cup game with 
Italy in the 1962 finals an home 
soil became known as the “Bat- 
tle of Santiago". It was de- 
scribed by a young David 
Coleman as one of the “most 
shameful" things television 
viewers would ever see, with a 
collection of vicious fouls that 
are best described as “agricul- 
turaL" For good measure sev- 
eral fights broke out and, for the 
record, Chile won 2-0. 

3 The 1962 finals on home sod 
brought Chile’s best perfor- 
mance in a World Cup. They 
lost to Brazil in the semi-finals 
but beat Yugoslavia 1-0 in the 
third-place play-off. Hus year 
wffl be their seventh appearance 
in the finals and first since 
1982 in Spain, when they lost to 
West Germany, Algeria and 
Austria in the first round. 

4 Chile were England's first op- 
ponents in a World Cup finals, 
in 1950 in Brazil. England won 
2-0 with goals from Stan 
Mortensen and Wflf Mahnion 
before the infamous defeat by 
the United States in the next 
group game in Belo Horizonte. 

5 Chile bold the unenviable 
record for drawing the smallest 
crowd to Wembley for an Eng- 
land match. Only 15.628 turned 
up for the 0-0 draw in 1989, 
when the gate was affected by 
a public transport strike. 

6 Anyone expecting an away win 
at Wembley is likely to be dis- 
appointed. Chile had an excel- 
lent home record in the" 
qualifiers for France, winning six’ 
out of seven games, but they 
failed to win a single match away. 

7 It took Chile until their 34th 
international to register a vic- 
tory. They made up for lost 
time, though, with a 7-1 win over 
Bolivia in 1926. 

8 British nationals introduced 
the game to Chile in the late 
19th century and the influence 
remains, with one club called 
Everton. The Chilean EA. was 
formed in 1895 and is the fifth 
oldest fo the world. 

9 The last time England played 
Chile away was on the South 
American tour of 1984. England 
drew 0-0 there and lost 
2^0 to Uruguay, with the sole 
victory coming over Brazil with 
goals from Mark Hateley and 
toe unforgettable solo effort by 
John Bames. 

10 Chile qualified for the 1974 
World Cup finals when the So- 1 
riet Union were disqualified for 
Ming to fulfil their two-leg phy- 
off match against the South 
Americans. The first leg ended 

, ’ but the Soviets refused to 
play fo Santiago because of the . 
political situation there. The 
United States had backed a mil 
uaiy coup to remove Salvador 
Allende’s radical Chilean gov- 
ernment. Chile kicked off the 
match with no opposition. 
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oecKer rolls 
back years to 
fell Henman 

at the first 


^I^toaGcnnanSimer ti 
in the first round of the Dubai c 

expming a Jot for C 
Bnlam s Tim Henman to over- e 
come a veritable Gennan ten- a 
njs saint this time. Boris Becker v 
pl^ed up to his reputation last h 
njgbt, gradually overpowering o 
Henman 7-5, W) with the cocT h 
“sjfncy of his serving and the o 
authority of his ground strokes, h 

Confidence has not been p 

Henman s strong soit of late 
This was his third consecutive w 

® rst_ f°“ Q 4 . d de feat, and his a 
fourth defeat in a row includ- w 
mg *e Sydney final against & 
the Slovakian, Karol Kucera. tt 
The recent defeats by the re 
Frenchman Jerome Golmard in in 
the first round of the Aus- hi 
Indian Open and last week to dj 
Germany's Ranier SchutUer in a 
Split were akin to his early exit p| 

in Dubai a year ago at the hands a 

of Martin Sinner. ^ 

Hoping to restore vitality to tfa 
his game last night, Henman d< 
had the misfortune to meet a fit, Yi 
sleek Becker who, though wi 
ranked 46 places below the 
Briton at No 64 in the world, m 
showed glimpses of his irre- ca 
sistible form during the mid- gc 
1 980s. Semi-retired, and to 
keeping in trim mainly thro ugh sc 
training with the young Ge rman 1 1 
players in his charge, Becker so 
showed an admirable appetite 
for the contest against an op- dc 
ponent seven years his junior, fii 

Even when Henman was fir 
able to accomplish a semblance O 
of parity during the opening set, ps 
Becker only conceded one point Tj, 
of h is serve apart from being Ni 
broken to love for 2-2, when he ha 
contributed two double-faults. lai 
Indeed, the only other point he tin 
lost on serve during the set was pa 
a doable fault in the second hi: 
game. Henman stayed in con- 
tention up to 5-5, but was then str 
broken in the next game, net- to 
ting a forehand after Becker pe 
pounced on a second serve. Br 
. After securing the set in 43 vo 
minutes, Becker romped efi 
through the remaining games in pu 
only 24 minutes. Henman be- to 
came distinctly more uncom- tin 
fortable by the second, he 
especially after being broken m 
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tot opening game, when Beck- 
tr cracked him with two excel- 
lent service returns. The 
Oerman did not offer Henman 
even a sniff on his serve after the 
second game until the match was 

ymually won. With Becker serv- 
ing at 5-0, Henman produced 
one of his best counters, a fore- 
hand down the line. After that 

only a backhand steered over the 
baseline delayed the German's 
progress to the second round. 

“1 was pretty happy with the 

wray things had gone until the end 

of the second set,” said Henman, 
y>0 today partners Becker in the 

fot round of the doubles against 
the Spanish pairing of Alex Cor- 
retja and Javier Sanchez. “Def- 
mirely after that it was a case of 
his raising his game while mine 
dropped off a bit. It*s probably 
a confidence thing. It’s difficult 
playing when you don’t have a 
great deal of confidence and it’s 
something you have to work ■ 
through on the practice court. It’s 
definitely a learning process. 
You have to learn how to deal 
with these defeats.” 

Becker was generous to Hen- 
man. “He’s having a veiy good ■ 
career so far,” he said. “He's a * 
good player and matches like 
tonight's will only make him = 
stronger if he learns from them. ; 
I think he can have a good sea- ’ 
son.” 

Maicelo Rios, the No 2 seed, : 
departed as ineffectually in the 
first round here as he did in the . 
final of last month’s Australian ; 
Open. The Chilean was dis- : 
patched, 6-3, 6-3* by New • 
Zealand's Brett Steven, ranked ■ 
No 50 in the world. It was per- ; 
haps not surprising that Rios was i 
late to the ball. He was late to : 
the event having forgotten his • 
passport on Friday and changed ; 
his flight plans to Sunday. 

Jeff Thrango experienced a ; 
stress-free afternoon, advancing ; 
to the second round at the ex- • 
pense of the No 5 seed, Sergi ; 
Bruguera. 6-3, 6-3. The often- j 
volatile American was calmly j 
effirient cm this occasion, his only j 
problems arising when it came ; 
to finishing the job. He required j 
three match points and was : 
helped along by a net cord. 

- John Roberts, Dubai ■' 



Lazutina finds 
path to gold 
through snow 

The Olympics suffered anoth- 
er confrontation with the 

weather yesterday as Russia 
emerged on top, winning «s sec- 
ond women's aoss^jounty gold 

and setting a medal milestone 

in the fresh snow. 

Some skiing favourites lost 
their balance, hut Larissa 
Lazutina braved a snowstorm 
on the cross-couatiy course to 

wfo the five-kilometre race and 
become the Games’ first dou- 
ble-medalist edging outKate- 

nna Neumannova, of the Czech 

Republic.. . 

Lazutina won silver m the 
15km on Sonify. It also was the 

• ■ t _ j.i fuDitfvm 


Dutch speed skater Erben Wennermars (right) is grounded after crashing with Norway^ Grande Njos (left) on the final turn in a 500 - 4 T»etT«irace _ 
in the Winter Olympics in Nagano yesterday. It was later confirmed that Wennermars had broken an arm Photograph: Michael Probst/Ar 

Britain brushed aside by brilliance of Canada 


The British curling 
teams had mixed 
fortunes yesterday, but 
the future of the sport in 
this country seems 
secure as Alike Rowbortom 
explains from Karuizawa. 


In retrospect, it was not the oc- 
casion Britain's men’s curling 
team would have wished for 
Princess Anne to witness. 

As their Royal spectator 
gazed down from her seat in the 
Kazakoshi Park Arena, the 
British skip. Dougie Dryburgh 
and his three Scottish compa- 
triots saw their Winter Olympic 
medal ambitions thrown into 
baisb perspective by their sec- 
ond defeat of the day. 

lb lose to the tournament 
favourites, Canada, was neither 
a surprise nor a disgrace. But 
the margin of victory - 10-3, 
with two of the 10 ends not re- 
quired - caused Dryburgh to 
purse his lips in dissatisfaction 
afterwards. 

‘‘They were too good for us,” 
the 32-year-old RAF Flight 
Lieutenant said. “We weren’t 
firing on four cylinders today. 
I don’t know why, because the 
boys seemed to be up for it at 
the start of play. 

“But you've got to be sharp 
to win at this level, and we cer- 
tainly weren’t that today, lb lose 


10-3 was a monumental gub- 
bins.” 

Whai made the events of the 
day harder to take for the team 
who represent one of Britain’s 
three realistic medal prospects 
here was the .fact that they fol- 
lowed an ideal debut on the pre- 
vious day. when curling had 
made its own official debut in 
the Olympics. 

A 4-2 win over Norway in the 
first of their seven round-robin 
matches put the Scottish - sor- 
ry. British - quartet of Diy- 
burgh, brothers Philip and Peter 
Wilson and Ronnie Napier in a 
strong position for yesterday’s 
fixtures against Switzerland and 
Canada. 

But the morning match was 
lost 10-4, and the evening match 


turned into - well, a monu-, 
mental gubbins. 

The four Scots had appeared 
relaxed enough before last 
night's match, with Napier ven- 
turing a little air guitar in ac- 
companiment to the booming 
introductory music. 

But after going 2-0 down in 
the first end, the mood of the 
Scots grew dour as the Cana- 
dians, skipped by the ineffably 
laid-back Mike Harris, shut 
them out of the match. 

Harris provided a striking 
contrast to the wiry, increasingly 
worried figure of Dryburgh as 
they stood side by side direct- 
ing the stones launched down 
the pebbled ice by their col- 
leagues. 

This centuries-old game. 


Which has strong similarities 
with bowJs, is so me tunes known 
as “chess on ice” because of the 
subtlety of the tactics involved. 
Last night Harris made it look 
something far simpler - 
draughts on ice, perhaps. 

Britain’s men still have four 
group matches remaining to se- 
cure one of the four semi-final 
places. But they need to redis- 
cover the form that brought 
them the European bronze 
medal shortly before Christmas 
as they face Sweden today. 

“There's still a long way to 
go,” Dryburgh said. “We need 
to win three out of four. It’s pos- 
sible - but we need to win 
against Sweden. We don't want 
to go two days without a win.” 
‘ The Princess, who stayed 


Gooch flu scare dismissed as skiers lose out 


Fears that the British speed 
skater Nicky Gooch bad be- 
come the first athlete in Nagano 
to be stricken by a flu bug 
sweeping the Japanese Alps 
were dismissed yesterday. 

“He just has a slight cold," 
said a British team spokesman, 
Mark Howell. “Several of the 
team are sniffling." Gooch, one 
of Britain’s medal hopes at the 
Winter Games, will compete in 
the 500 metres and 1,000m 
short track races which begin 
next week. 


The International Olympic 
Committee has warned ath- 
letes about a Du bug after more 
than 1,000 people in the area 
were stricken by a virus. It 
causes high fever, pain in the 
joints and stomach ache. 

British skiers made a bad 
start to the Alpine events when 
James Ormond and Andrew 
Freshwater both went off after 
missing gates on the first run of 
the men’s combined slalom. 
Ireland’s Pa ul-Pa trick Schwar- 
zaefaer- Jqjce made it to the bot- 


tom but 12 seconds slower than 
the first-run winner, Mario Re- 
iter of Austria. 

Austria’s Hermann Maier, a 
favourite for five events, is un- 
likely to win the combined title 
after making a bad mistake 
which left him three seconds off 
the pace. 

Russia’s Artur Dimitriev 
produced a classic display, along 
with Oksana Kazakova, to be- 
come the first man to win the 
Olympic pairs figure-skating 
titles with different partners. 


on to commiserate with the 
British player^ is said to be both 
keen and knowledgeable about 
the game. “She said she had en- 
joyed the match, and told us 
‘hard luck, but keep on going,’" 
Dryburgh said. ’ 

Dryburgh acknowledges that 
all the media attention which 
has come the game’s way since 
its inclusion in the Games has 
been hugely beneficial 

The midday session of play 
saw the cameras focused on 
Britain's women as they se- 
cured their second win in three 
gamfis- A thrilling finish decid- 
ed with the last delivery was 
beautifully timed for the visiting 
minister for sport, Tony Banks. 

“He was very enthusiastic 
about what he had seen.” a 
member of the British curling 
party said. “And he said he 
would be putting a lot more mon- 
ey into the sport back home.” 

The future, then, looks 
bright for this sporting fosion of 
deep thought, radar vision and 
frantic brushing - even if the 
medium-term prospects for 
Dryburgh and oo look difficult 
One thing was certain yes- 
terday night There was no 
question of them drowning 
their sorrows. “We’ve all given 
up drinking for the last three 
months,” Dryburgh said. “We 
are taking this very seriously.” 
A Scotsman could hardly get 
more serious... 


JUUUJ — • • 

the former Soviet Union since 
first entering the Winter Games 

in 1956. 

In the inaugural women s 
snowboard giant slalom, many 

con tenders fell or dipped off the 

course, hampered by poor vis- 
ibility and treacherous condi- 
tions on a hardened course 
dusted with fresh snow. But 
France’s Karine Ruby, the 
favourite, mastered the bumpy 
course and took a big lead 
after the first of two runs. 

The women’s super-G was 
postponed yesterday, adding 
at least another day before an 
Alpine medal would be award- 
ed. “You want snow because it’s 
a winter event but it’s like 
‘We’ve got enough now, thank 
you’,” said the US skier, Picabo 
Street a favourite to take a 
n iftriai here. 

The International Olympic 
Committee remained unfazed. 
“There is nothing abnormal or 

unusnaL The Games are held on 

snow and ice,” said the IOC 
spokeswoman Michele Verdier. 

NAGANO TIMETABLE 


(TntBBGm 

TODAY 

Mntoa aUhv Mrtcontfnadalatan, Ural lag 
Draw second leg: 0400. 

Sid |aapki|F SQmrtra IncMdlAi 003a 
Ftoutyle rtfes: Mb* ml «oneifc mop* 
flrntooaoa 

SpawMattofl: Wbmarft 3000 mMreg OSm 
Ice hoefcay: ttbman: Sweden v Canada 0300: 
Japan v awn 0700; US vFMand 1100. 
Lugw WMnertJ rintfw. sacond iui 0500 
faNotK Mflrts 2Dfcm MOO- 
Qxflng: Marts tarti KWid 0600 (he Sweden 
v Brfinu Vfcrart fcurth rand 2100 (he) BMi 
vUSLWWMfeflHh rauid 1000 (he Canada* 
amain). 

TMatialon fimc:BBC2 OMSOW5. 1230- 
R40 fi00-2030; BBC1 23500300 Euroapart 
0Miour cowngfli 
TOMORROW 

QiMBi>wadi]pMBrftiOlonLlaMlrM*!faOQoa 
Wfemank Xfen fcuasjyfe pursuit 0300. 
Stroaboardfeig: Mar* and vwomerfe heflp^a 
■ fcnln a ilon wind 0030; finab 0*30 
SpaadakaOng: Marti C00 made® 0800 
Rg*j» •kaflno: Marfe short programme mOO 
lea hoctay: Mar. dbw ffifad fcm round 0300; 
■QBVMthpifK»pk^fe03B0;TTinfl2»iptece 
ptyaffe Ttoaiwirien: Chfrttv Swwdon 0300: 
US v Japan 0700: Ftatand v Canada 110Q 
Curfkig: Mart Wh round 0400 pne Brtoh v 
JBpan); shdh mnd BOO (he BrMivGaimayl. 

'MaaMon SomBBCa 0MSOM& V30- 
HW, 'BOO-2Q30; B8C1 23500300 Euroapart 
aWiour enwraps. 
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Hoddle offers debutants voyage to 
France via world travellers Chile 


The Chilean 
globetrotters arrive at 
Wembley this evening 
tired of body and cold of 
limb. Gfenn Moore, 

Football Correspondent, 
considers what should be 
the perfect start for 
England’s World Cup 
countdown and Michael 
Owen’s international 
career. 


At the conclusion of Chile’s 
goalless draw against New 
Zealand last Wednesday, the 
Kiwi television commentator 
hailed “a tremendous result” for 
the borne team and a "veiy good 
performance". It is safe to say 
a similar scoreline at Wembley 
tonight will not be greeted with 
such rapture by the English 
press and public. 

Since (hat match in Auckland, 
Chile have played in Australia 
and travelled half-way round the 
world, arming here at 5.40am on 
Monday. Their bodies will still 
be feeling the effects of jet lag. 
They will also be feeling the cold. 
It was pushing 90 degrees in 
Auckland, with humidity to 
match and it was not much 
cooler in Melbourne. It may be 
mild for February but it could still 
be too chilly for Chile. 

England to win then, but 
tonight is about more than just 
the result. Even a cold and 
weary South American side will 
present a cerebral challenge for 
English players more attuned to 
Premiership thud and blunder. 
Though Colombia will be a dif- 
ferent proposition in the French 
summer heat there are lessons 
for Lens to be absorbed tonight 

While the team learn about 
the slow-slow-slow-quick tem- 
po of Latin American football, 
the coach will be learning about 
his players. Michael Owen and 
Dion Dublin are earmarked to 
make debuts, while Nigel Mar- 
tvn will further his limited 
international experience and 
there may be first starts for 
Andy Cole and Nicky Butt 

Given Cole’s form it would 
seem foolhardy not to {day him 
and to do so in tandem with his 
club partner, Teddy Shering- 
ham. Cole, at present, seems the 
most likely summer understudy 
for the recovering Alan Shear- 
er, who may end the night where 
he will begin it, on the bench. 

'Andy has benefited from 
Eric Cantona going,” said 
Shearer of his rivaL “Eric was 
the main man and everyone 
looked to him. Now things are 
going through Andy more. Also 
be has Teddy alongside and I'm 
fortunate to know he is excel- 
lent to play with. He creates a 


lot of chances for you with his 
great footballing brain and 
unselfish running.” 

Owen is likely to appear in 
the last half hour when his 
pace could be telling and few 
would bet against him contin- 
uing his run of goalscoring de- 
buts. Dublin may be introduced 
alongside. While pairing two 
debutants may seem risky, 
Dublin, the elder by a decade, 
would appear an ideal foil and 
Chile are likely to be vulnera- 
ble to his height. Another op- 
tion would be to bring Dublin 
on for Tony Adams, another 
who is still finding match sharp- 
ness after injury. 

Adams has, however, been 
restored to captain. Hoddle ex- 
plained be chose Paul Ince ahead 
of him in Rome as a series of in- 
juries had affected both Adams’ 
play and approach. Hoddle said; 
“He is a natural captain who nor- 
mally concentrates 70 per cent on 
is own gpme and 30 per cent on 
the others. In Rome he needed 
to be 100 per cent cm his own 
game. Since be went to fiance [for 
a rehabilitation period] he has re- 
gained his appetite for the game ” 

Paul Gascoigne, in need of 
match practice, should start 
but Paul Scholes will not be 
involved: a bruised knee has 
ruled him out. There are more 
places up for grabs than people 
imagine," added Hoddle by 
way of incentive. 

Chile’s shape is uncertain. 
This is the third match in a glob- 
al warm-up which even Michael 
Palin would blanch at and Nel- 
son Acosta is experimenting in 
personnel and formation. 
Maxcek) Salas, once a£13m tar- 
get for Manchester United, has 
joined the Antipodean tourists 
from River Plate and will test 
England’s defence, especially if 
Chile’s playmaker, either 
Marcelo Vega or Jose Luis 
Sierra, is given time to pass. 

Chile followed their goalless 
draw against a weak New 
Zealand team (who included a 
Woking midfielder and rejects 
from Barnsley and Leyton Ori- 
ent) with a creditable win over 
Australia, the hosts’ first defeat 
at home since Terry Venables 
took over. As well as Salas, 
Clarence Acuna, a goalscoring 
midfielder, and the stylish captain, 
Javier Margas, may catch the eye. 

But most eyes will be on 
England whose progress is re- 
flected in the comparison with 
Chile's last visit, a 0-0 draw in 
1989. John Fashanu was centre- 
forward and 15,628 turned up. 
Tonight's game is almost sold 
out - no tickets are available on 
the gate - and brute force has 
been replaced by pace. 

CHILE: ItapiK R Fuantea, Margas. Ro^aa. 
Hayes. Acuha, Galdamos, Paraguaz. Starr*. 
Sates, Barrera. 



England expects, but precocious Owen keeps cool 
as a ‘unique 1 talent is primed for senior service 


Michael Owen win today 
become the youngest 
England international 
this century, eclipsing 
the record set by Duncan 
Edwards in 1955. 

Qenn Moore found the 
Liverpool forward as 
assured off the pitch as 
he Is on It. 


He never mumbled, never 
ducked a question. Michael 
Owen, 18 years and 59 days to- 
day, was as cool under media 
fire yesterday as he is in the 
penalty box. He looked you in 
the eye when answering a ques- 
tion and spoke thoughtfully 
and clearly; 18 going on 28. 

Not ifTitfl This evening will we 
know if he is ready to play apart 
in En glan d’s World Cup cam- 
paign but Owen is certainly 
able to deal with the hype that 
will surround it- Sitting along- 
side the England coach, Glenn 
Hoddle, at an oak-panelled 
Bisham Abbey he was confident 
but unassuming as he went 
through his various records as 
if reading a shopping list. 

The most telling reply came 
when he was asked about his 
best performance. He chose a 
game, agains t Aston Villa, in 
which he failed to score but 
made two Liverpool goals. He 
may be famous for his goalsoor- 
"mg but he appears to place just 
as much store by creating them. 

TVe always been a player 
that likes to get round the back 
and get crosses in for other peo- 
ple," be said. “When I first burst 
on to the scene people only saw 
the goals 1 was scoring but 
more recently they’ve taken 
notice of the goals I’ve set up. 
It is nice to be recognised for 
that-" 

Goals, however, are his stock 
in trade. Having scored on his 
debut at every England age- 
group, from Under-15 .to 
Under-21, and for Liverpool 
(only last May) a goal tonight 
would not come as a surprise. 

Dion Dublin, another debu- 
tant albeit a 28-year-old one, 
said on Monday he was nervous 
when he joined England’ s train- 
ing camp. Was Owen? Tve 
been here twice before [train- 
ing with the first team] so that 
helped but you’d be lying if you 
did not say you were nervous,” 
be said. 

"It has all come so quick. I 
always hoped I would be an 
international player but not 
expected it this quickly. I try to 
handle it as normally as poss- 


Michael Owen in training 
with England at Bisham 
Abbey on Monday 

Photograph: Allsport 
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ACROSS 

I Bent elbows at presenta- 
tion? (8) 

6 Drink, say, in platform 
last visited (4) 

9 Involve onseli with gar- 
ment that is not fastened 

10 no ma tapoeic sort in 
city-area lift (7) 

II Variety of cabbage giving 
little brother nasty colic 

12 Subtle colour difference 
is not seen in plague (6) 

13 Does no scales, sadly, in 
this period of inactivity 

16 fcjJserve half-sliced * 

19 Lolhe field, wLd is the 


best-known means of de- 
fence? (6) 

20 One acting so uncertain- 
ly in matters of belief (8) 

22 Flowers growing at 
height that is a record in 
some quarters (7) 

23 Moving slowly from bor- 
der (6) 

24 God of noise abate- 
ment? (4) 

25 Heat-source dehydrates 
miscellaneous things (8) 

DOWN 

2 Without reservation, I 
depend on medical spe- 
ciality (8) 

3 Subject of leading 
Olympic finalists (5) 

4 Light garnish that may 
conceal true nature of 


things (6-8) 

5 The main movement 
with the wind (3-4) 

6 She sits on a tail (9) 

7 Allure of authentic etch- 
ings? (6) 

8 Lumets here can fry in 
light from the east (7-7) 

14 Security-device of Peter, 

fi«^) endICSSlym 

15 Challenge from half- 
dead, engaged fellow (8) 

17 Framework of church, 
Assisi-style? (7) 

IS Ready to sail, say, with a 
piece of surfing equip- 
ment? (6) 

21 Tfcnn of affection almost 
certain round Georgia 

(5) 
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Yates’ six-month ban under 
fire for being too lenient 


Kevin Yates is to appeal 
after being found guilty 
of ear-biting and banned 
for six months. But for 
many in rugby union the 
real question is whether 
the sentence was too 
fight. David Ueweftyn 
reports. 


When the South African prop, 
Johan Le Roux, was found 
guilty of biting the ear of New 
Zealand's Sean Fitzpatrick in 
July 1994, he was banned for 19 
months. Not surprisingly, per- 
haps, Le Roux expressed some 
surprise yesterday when Bath's 
Kevin Yates, having been con- 
victed of the same offence, was 
given a sentence some 13 
months shorter. 

“If Kevin Yates is definitely 
guilty then L would have expect- 
ed a longer ban." Le Roux, said. 
“In my case I was provoked and 
retaliated. I was wearing a 
mouthguard and there were no 
scratches or stitches. I was 
banned for 19 months and for as 
long as I live I will feel that New 
Zealand treated me unfairly, it 

cost me a place in the Wbdd Cup 
winning squad and about three 
million rand (£375,000) in lost 
earnings." 

Le Roux, who is on the verge 
of Springbok recognition aga« n , 
called for worldwide unifirarify p 
over sentences. “The Interna- 
tional Board should set a ban for 
every sort of incident, stamping, 
punching and of course biting, 
because having received a ban for 
defending myself I had expect- 


ed whoever was responsible in 
this case to get two years.” AD the 
same Le Roux added: “The six- 
moo th ban does not mean he has 
been treated leniently. It will stay 
with him for ever.” 

Yates, 25, was found guilty 
of biting the ear of London 
Scottish’s Simon Fenn in a 
Tetley’s Bitter Cup tie last 
month The incident took place 
following a scrum and result- 
ed in Fenn needing 25 stitch- 
es in his ear. 

The verdict was reached in 
the early hours of yesterday 
morning by a three-man Rugby 
Football Union disciplinary pan- 
el chaired by Michael Burton 
QC. It followed after some 25 
hours of deliberation spread 
over four days. Yates maintains 
his innocence and has already 
lodged an appeal, but unless it 
succeeds he will be suspended 
until 10 July 1998 — the panel 
deeming that hav ing already 
been banned since the offence 
took place on 10 January rtff* 
should count towards his sen- 
tence. Yates has also been or- 
dered to pay £23,000 costs. 

As the verdict filtered out to 
the rugby world yesterday, there 
was a growing feeling that the 
punishment was a compromise. 
London Scottish had original- 
ly said they wanted a mini- 
mum 12-month ban, while 
others had said that two years 
would be too short. 

Jeff Probjm, the former Eng- 
land prop and current RFTJ 
council member, said: “Kevm has 
denied it all along, but if he did 
it, the sentence isn't long enough. 
The weight of written evidence 
— because there was no televi- 


rion evidence — seems to be 
a gains t him and be was found 
guilty. On that basis a six-month 
sentence seems a little bit fight.” 
Another former international 
prop, Scotland’s David Sole, 
said: “If he has been told be is 
guflty, he rixmldn’t be playing the 
game of rugby.” 

However tile indications yes- 
terday were that even if his ap- 
peal fails, once the sentence is 
served Yates will be able to re- 
sume his career. The England 
coach, Clive Woodward, said: 
“We have to go along with the 
RFU decision. Quite clearly he 
cannot be considered for Eng- 
land until next season. I just hope 

he returns fit, in form and avail- 
able to resume what looked like 
being a promising international 
career.” In addition Bath hinted 
that they are unlikely to sack him, 
although they are still p lanning 
a club disciplinary hearing. That 
wifi not take place until after 
Yates’ appeal has been heard. 

Richard Yerbmy, the chief ex- 
ecutive of London Scottish, was 
happy with Yates' punishment 
but very unhappy that his dub 
were being asked to pay some of 
the costs. “Wfe have been lefi with 
a bill for, effectively, helping to 
police the game,” he said. “On- 
costs are nearly double those of 
Kevin Yates, which is quite 
alarming. VSfe think it is totally un- 
justified that we should be pay- 
ing for that. We don't believe 
London Scottish should have to 
pay to seek justice for an inno- 
cent victim.” 

London Scottish have also 
made it dear that Fenn may still 
pursue a rival action for damages 
arising from the incident. 


ble and keep my feet on the 
ground. Tve not had to turn to 
anyone for advice. If anyone’s 
seen a problem they’ve had a 
quiet word but Tve not had any 
big ones. My dad [the former 
Everton and Chester player 
Terry] has been a great influ- 
ence. I don’t think it’s essential 
to have a dad that knows about 
the game but it’s certainty been 
a help to me. 

“I knew people were talking 
about [being cafied up], and my 
dub form was good, but I nev- 
er expected to be in. I was play- 
ing golf on a day off when [die 
Liverpool coach) Doug Liver- 
more rang and told me. 

“Personalty, I feel ready. If 
I do well for my club and in any 
international games 1 get might 
have a chance of being in the 
World Cup sqnad but I don’t 
think there is a lot of pressure 


A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
MICHAEL OWEN 

1979: Bom 14 December. Chaste; 
son of p rofes s i o nal foottaler, Terry. 
1991: Breaks Ian Ffostte god- 


ry Schoofc in North Watea 
1994: Surpasses Kevin Gaten 
and Nek Barmbyfe joint goateoor- 
ing record for England Under-tSs. 
1996: Signs professional forma 
Helps Uvwpooi win FA Youth Cup. 
1997: 6 May Scores on first-team 
debut in 2-1 defeat at Wkrtbtedon. 
9 August Starts new season in 
place of the inured Robbie Fowler 
and scores in a 1-1 draw. 

6 October Trains with England 


1998: 2 February' Called Into 
senior England squad for friendly 
international against Chfe 


on me. Tve nothing to lose and 
Tm confident in my ability to do 
welL 

“I don’t think age comes into 
it The manager said *if you’re 
good enough you’re old 
enough’ and I hope I come into 
that categoiy 

Such perspective is invalu- 
able. Owen is, after all old 
enough to fight for his countiy 
and, if in the forces, could be 
heading for the Gulf. All Hod- 
dle is asking him to do is play 
football for England. 

Even so, his maturity will be 
invaluable. It is less than two 
years since Robbie Fowler woke 
to headlines that blustered “‘why 
hell be the greatest ever” on the 
morning of bis full England de- 
but Fowler, however, has since 
been dropped from the squad. 

Hoddle, who interrupted 
once to veto a question about 
Fowler, said: “He has the right 
temperament to handle all this. 
He has that inner strength you 


need to play at the top level at 
17, 18. David Beckham has it. 
All the Manchester United lads 
do.” 

Hoddle compared- Owen s 
single-minded concentration 
on developing and focusing on 
his game to Alan Shearer and 
the England striker said of his 
young rival: “He’s very special. 

1 just hope there is not too much 
pressure put on him. He seems 
as if he can handle it but the 
more games he has and the 
longer he plays the more every- 
one will find out about him. 

“He’s fortunate to be play- 
ing for a massive club and a 
manager, in Roy Evans, who 
seems to understand him. He 
does not seem to be fazed by 
anything or anyone.” 

Hoddle added: “He has noth- 
ing to Jose: if he doesn't make the 
WarldCtip squad he has the abil- 
ity to be ready for the next coe 
and the European Champi- 
onships in 2000. 1 just want him 
to go out and express himself. 

“He is unique. There are not 
many strikers who attackrpeo* 
pie with the ball it is a dying art 
They are usually wingprsT-Iike 
Ryan Giggs. A lot of people are 
quick but not many are as quick 
with ball at their feet He has 
that ability to run at opponents 
while in possession. He also 
plays with his head up 'and 
players who can do that wifi 
always create goals as well as 
score them. Every time he got 
the ball in the Under-21 match 
against Greece be made the 
match come alive. 

*T need to find out now if he 
can make the jump [to senka - lev- 
el]. He has not got much Euro- 
pean or Under-21 experience. 
There is no pressure on him.” 

One lesson Hoddle and 
Owen hope has been learned is 
not to retaliate. He was sent off 
against Yugoslavia Under- 18s 
and recalled: *Td been man- 
marked and brought down all 
the time. I lost my temper and 
hit him in midriff as I got up for 
a foul. 1 realised it was a 
stupid thing to do straight 
away.” Hoddle added: “If it 
happens again tomorrow well 
see if be has learned.” 

Owen, who has played twice 
before at Wembley, scoring for 
England schoolboys in a 4-2 de- 
feat to Germany and a 1-0 win 
over Brazfl, added: “I do reflect 
on things. I still live in Chester 
and the 40 minutes it takes to 
get into training I think about 
Liverpool and England. It 
doesn't scare me. I relish the 
opportunity.” 

Ken Jones on England’s 

striking options, page 28 



TORONTO OR ICELAND 

BA 747 to Toronto on 22 May, 4 July. L31 August or 
5 19 September* five nigbte at Sheraton*^ tour 
•harbour cruise • Niagara with he&copter • theatre 
• Concorde supersonic to He athrow £1,999 

Concorde to Iceland on 4 July • five nights • tom; 


MONACO GJP, WORLD CUP 

Eurostar First Class to Paris on 23 May • city tour 
• overnight • Concorde to Nice '• Monaco Grand 
Prix seat with luncheon • Heathrow return £1,599 

Concorde supersonic to Paris on 12 July • seat for 
the World Cup Final • return to Heathrow £1,999 

ORIANA & ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Orient-Express to Southampton on 28 April • six 
night Oriana cruise via Madeira and Tenerife to 
Lisbon • Concorde supersonic to Heathrow £1,999 

Concorde to Pisa on 16 May • tour Florence • six 
night Oriana cruise to Southampton via Ibiza and 
Gibraltar • Orient-Express return £1,999 

Orient-Express to Southampton on 22 May • three 
CTuise to Amsterdam • tour Bruges 

QE2 OR GRANDpilNcIsS > 


Orient-Express to Southami 
night Land of the Midiugh: 
Norwegian Fjords • Con 


on 20 July 

„ t Sun QE2 cruise via 
oncorde return £2,999 


IABTAJ 

V1483 


Five night cruise on the new Grand Princess from 
Istanbul to Venioe on 19 June or 16 August via 
Ep hesus and Athens • Concorde return £1 ,999 

For our full colour brochure, please telephone: 

0181-992 4477 

or write to 

SUPERLAUVE TRAVEL 

43. Woodhurst Road, London, W3 6SS 
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